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Promoting the art, skill and teaching of faceting 
 

Expanding the knowledge of natural and man-made crystals 
 

Developing and promoting uniform rules for faceting  
competitions within the U.S.A. and among other countries 

 
Sponsoring or assisting in managed competitions 

 
Serving as a national repository for faceting designs, published  

materials and general information for faceters everywhere 
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Presidents Message 
  
 
 
                                                                 
Here we are in June already. The older I get the faster time moves on. 
 
This month we will judge our Single Stone competition. I have already completed the test cut-
ting for the 2006 Single Stone competition. The designs will be published in the September 
issue. As competition co-chair I will appoint Jim Clark to judge the Pre-Master, and Jeff Ford 
to judge the Novice for the 2005 competition. Both have finished a four stone reference judg-
ing program to familiarize themselves with the system. Jim has scribed for me in the past and 
Jeff, as co-chair on the competition committee, has done most of the paper work for the past 
competitions - including the NAFC, so I have confidence in these two men to do a good job. 
We need to train more judges and what better way than to break someone in on our Single 
Stone competitions. I hope Wing Evans, our Vice President and four times world champion, 
will again judge our Masters and Grand Masters. 
 
We have had no response so far from the membership on nominations to run for leadership 
positions in our organization, so we will conduct the Election as in the past. The Nominating 
Chair will work out the order of names of officers to be approved by the Board of Directors. 
  
Our membership seems to be stuck between 300 and 350. I would like to see it stay above 
400. There are a lot of things we could do in improvements when we achieve that number. I 
know there are a lot of faceters out there that could support us if they understood the impor-
tance of not only supporting the USFG, but their local clubs and guilds. We put a lot of time 
and effort into organizing competitions and working on rules, judging and the editor bringing 
out the newsletter. It would be nice to get more articles submitted to our editor. I would like 
them to come from all members, Novice on up. It does not have to be elaborate, let us know 
what you are cutting and what equipment you use. 
 
 I hope everyone has a good summer,. Our local Hob Nob at the Old Pueblo Lapidary Club in 
Tucson will be held on Saturday night, February 4, 2006 at 6:00 pm .  Start making plans to 
attend. It is always great fun. 
 
 Summer is just about here, so get out and visit friends and family. 
 
Art Kavan 
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DUES AND NEWSLETTER POLICY 
 
A new membership card will be sent with the next news-
letter for each membership renewal.   
 
POST YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD IN A CON-
SPICUOUS PLACE AS A TIMELY REMINDER OF 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION DATE. 

 
If your membership will expire before the next issue of 
the newsletter, the address label will display DUES DUE. 

 
All members receiving a DUES DUE issue will receive 
one more complimentary issue bearing a FINAL RE-
MINDER notation. 

 
For ALL members who elect not to renew their member-
ship, the FINAL REMINDER issue will be the FINAL 
ISSUE  mailed 
 
The USFG Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the 
United States Faceters Guild, published in March, 
June, September and December. It is delivered by mail or 
e-mail to all paid members of the Guild. Membership 
dues are $18 per year (U.S.D), and are payable to the 
USFG treasurer. 
 
Opinions expressed are those of the editor, contributing 
members, or quoted authors, and do not necessarily rep-
resent the United States Faceters Guild or its member-
ship. The newsletter is for the express purpose of shar-
ing information with the members and other faceting 
guilds, and has no intent to show preference to or cause 
damage to any product, manufacturer or commercial 
company. 
 
Correspondence concerning the content of the newsletter, 
exchange bulletins and newsletters should be sent to the 
editor.   

 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
 

Items submitted for publication in the newsletter should 
be sent to: 

usfgnewsletter@cox.net  
 

or mailed to :    
  

  Jenny Clark 
  1321 N. 66 Place 
  Mesa, AZ  85205 

 
All items should be received no later than the 20th of the 
month preceding publication date. 
 

 

 Officers     2004-2006 
 
President:                           Art Kavan, Oro Valley, AZ   
artandsandy@netscape.com 
 
Vice President:                   Ewing Evans, Austin, TX  
eke@compuserve.com 
   
Secretary:                           Ron Snelling, Broomfield, CO  
ron.snelling@draegermed.com 
                                        
Treasurer:                           Don Dunn 
dunnduck@sbcglobal.net  993 Renown Rd. 
                                           Dayton, OH   45430-1112 
 

Board of Directors 
 
Membership:                      Jeff Ford, Kalamazoo, MI  
jeffinkzoo@sbcglobal.net    2004 –  December 2006 
 
Editor:                                Jenny Clark, Mesa, AZ  
usfgnewsletter@cox.net      2004 – December 2005 
 
Historian:                            Glenn Klein, Lake Forest, CA 
glennklein@yahoo.com      2004 – December 2005          
                           
Emeritus Member               Charles L. Moon, Arcata, CA  
clmoon@pacbell.net           2004 – December 2005 
 

           Appointed Staff 

                   
WebMaster:                        Dan Linder, Concord, CA  
dan@madfrog.net 
    
Past President:                    Keith Wyman, LaConner, WA 
khw1@verizon.net 
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ion it is over rated and a piece of corundum can be 
just as effective. Do I use the Boron stick? Yes, and I 
will tell you how, but you could substitute a piece of 
corundum  and get the same results. Nortons norbide 
stick is 9 ½ in hardness on the MOA scale. 
 I have talked to and watched quite a few different 
faceters use the ceramic, and almost all have settled 
on their own methods that work for them. I will ex-
plain how I use it and you can work from there. 
 
These are the things I use. One ceramic lap, I use a 
Falcon 8” from Graves, a little pricey at around $120, 
but will last you forever, . Depending on the quality 
of polish you want, you will need: 
            One 2 oz bottle Crystalite 100,000 diamond 
spray 
            One 2 oz bottle Italdo 200,000 diamond  
spray.  
            One Norbide stick by Norton.  
            One tube of either Super Lube by Permatex 
(Loctite) or a tube of lube gel from Radio Shack cata-
log number 64-2326. They are both made by the same 
company in N.Y.  
            One safety razor blade 
            One box of Kleenex  
             One roll of paper towels, I use Bounty  
             One 2 oz bottle of alcohol. 
 
 I use the Crystalite 100,000 just as it comes out of 
the spray bottle. For the  Italdo I take an empty 2 oz 
bottle and, after shaking it well, pour in about 1 oz. 
Italdo and finish filling it up with alcohol. I get an ex-
cellent polish with the 100,000 but for competition I 
re-polish with the 200,000 for a very outstanding pol-
ish. 
 
 To proceed, assemble everything and set things up. If 
using a brand new ceramic I recommend that you 
break it in using this procedure. You will always 
charge the lap using the same technique, I fold up a 
Kleenex until it is about two inches square and lay it 
in front of me, tear a sheet of paper towel in four 
pieces and spray one with water, you want it damp 
not ringing wet to wipe off the facet for inspection. 
Now put a dab of super lube, about the size of a BB,  
 
 

 
4 

How To and  
What For # 5 

by  
Art Kavan 

 

Polish, con’t 
 

This issue I will discuss Diamond polish, mostly us-
ing the ceramic lap. I use diamond about 90% of all 
the polishing I do. The procedure I use most is sim-
ple, very fast and gives a good commercial polish. A 
commercial polish to me means that when looking at 
it with the naked eye you can’t detect any scratches, 
but under the 10 X loupe you can see cat whisker 
scratches. I cut around 4 or five commercial stones a 
week, sometimes more sometimes less, right now I 
have a lot to do.  
 
The polish I use most is 50,000 on a Batt lap. I use a 
spray that has a large amount of diamond in it 
(exploded diamond) and a glycol base. When I put it 
on the lap it is very wet, some others use it almost 
dry, Paul Head uses the Batt with diamond dry and 
gets a super polish. You must experiment to find a 
solution that works good for you.  
  
The Ceramic is the ultimate lap for competition cut-
ting. It can be done with other laps ,and is, but to be a 
serious contender I believe you must master the ce-
ramic. It is really not so difficult to master if you keep 
two things in mind. One is to use very little diamond 
and two is to use enough pressure for the diamond to 
work. I would suggest to someone new learning to 
use the ceramic that you practice with corundum, as 
in my opinion it is the easiest of all materials to pol-
ish, even overloaded a little with diamond it still does 
not scratch. The ceramic will give you the sharpest 
edges and flattest facets of all the laps. You can still 
get some rounding of facet edges with poor tech-
nique, especially on apex facets. This is easily cor-
rected though. 
 
 A lot of folks use the norbide stick by Norton for 
both the ceramic and other laps, like Batt. In my opin- 
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on the tip of your finger.  I put little dots from the hub 
out to the rim, usually five rows - about six dots in a 
row, very little dots. Now take your razor blade and, 
on the slowest speed, spread the lube out holding the 
razor blade on the lap for about ten or fifteen sec-
onds. Open your folded Kleenex one fold and wipe 
your razor blade clean. Now hold your 100,000 dia-
mond spray about eight to ten inches above the lap 
and give it one quick burst directly pointed at the lap. 
Pick up your folded Kleenex and, while the lap is still 
turning at your slowest speed, use it to wipe off the 
lap, going back and forth to the hub and back to the 
rim four or five times. If you are breaking in a new 
lap you would use the Norbide stick and with very 
firm pressure work it back and forth . I won’t kid any-
body, it takes a long time to break in a new lap — ap-
proximately four hours, so you won’t do it all at once. 
I recommend working twenty or thirty minutes and 
then switching to polishing a lab corundum and com-
ing back to the Norbide again. You should have very 
little trouble with corundum, as it is the easiest mate-
rial to polish on the ceramic.  
 
 OK, you have your lap broken in and you now know 
the procedure for charging it. The biggest problem for 
all is using too much diamond. Ninety percent of the 
time if you’re having trouble that is the problem. 
When you are having scratching problems here are 
some things to try that should help you out.  
            Try taking your Norbide stick and working it 
back and forth, like you did when breaking in the lap. 
Many times this will work out the contamination.  
            Try recharging. A lot of times you will get too 
much swarf on the lap and this can cause scratching. 
For non competition stones of ten mm I can polish 
one row of facets before recharging. If competition 
polishing, half of that – or sometimes less.  
 
After a while, with experience, you will develop a 
sense for just before it starts scratching. I also keep a 
2 oz bottle of alcohol handy to recharge. I spray the 
lap down vigorously with the alcohol while the lap is 
turning and wipe it with the same tissue. Throw the 
tissue and damp paper towel in the waste can and 
charge as before.  
 
 

If your lap gets contaminated you need to scrub it 
down using this procedure. I also do this when going 
from 100,000 to 200,000:  
            Take the lap to the sink and wet it. Put some 
Bon Ami, or other scouring powder, on and scrub it 
with a plastic or non scratching pad, both sides. Rinse  
it very well and scrub it again using dish soap. Rinse 
well, dry it off and its ready to use. 
 
I use a speed of fifty to one hundred - never faster - on 
very fine facets. I will shut the machine off and just 
work the quill back and forth by hand to put the meet 
in. Coming off a pre polish of 1200, the polish should 
come up very fast. I will sweep four times from the 
rim to the hub, wipe off and inspect the facet. By the 
third series if you don’t have a good polish you are do-
ing something wrong. You should also be able to 
move the facet around quite easily. By this I mean 
working the meet points. 
 
 You do have to be aware of heat build up. It is less 
using the lube, but if you sweep more than four times 
the stone can get hot and shift - even in epoxy. If I am 
in a hurry I will use the wet inspection towel to help 
keep the stone cool. If you use diamond bort on cop-
per, or for any other reason in your shop, it can be a 
very difficult problem when it comes to using the ce-
ramic. I had many polishing problems from contami-
nation caused by bort. I never use it anymore, and 
have very few problems. 
 
 In conclusion, the Ceramic is a very useful tool for 
polishing. After you master it there is no better way to 
polish for competition, but it does take some effort to 
learn  
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Chelsea Filter 
 

There is a very interesting article about the Chelsea Filter 
on-line at: 
 
http://www.yourgemologist.com/ChelseaFilter/index.html 
 
This filter is a super tool to help with gem identification.. If 
you have a few minutes to play, check it out.  
 
You’ll be glad you did! 
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History of the 
U.S.F.G 

 
A continuing column by  
Glenn Klein, U.S.F.G. Historian 
 
On January 1, 2000, the USFG had two hundred and 
forty-five (245) members.  The USFG bank balance on 
January 1, 2000 was $9269.40.  
 
After the Balloting, the USFG Officers for the 2000-2002 
term became: 
 
President,           GLENN KLEIN,  CA 
Vice-President,  JERRY CAPPS,  WI 
Secretary,           JANENE LOW,  WA 
Treasurer,           DON DUNN,  OH 
Editor,                JACK GROSS,  MT 
Membership Chairman,  Open 
 
Jean Marr resigned as Membership Chairman effective 
January 9, 2000 because of her busy schedule.  However, 
Jean remained in her position as Webmaster for the 
USFG. 
 
For the first time, all of the Board members were able to 
communicate directly by the use of email.   
 
Along with Vice-Presidential duties, Jerry Capps became 
manager of the USFG member Email list. 
 
Along with Presidential duties, Glenn Klein assumed the 
role as first USFG Historian.  One of his initial goals was 
to see that a clear job description was written for each of-
ficer position of the USFG.  That way, incoming officers 
would know what is expected of them during their time in 
office. 
 
As the new officers assumed their duties, certain propos-
als for the USFG Constitution changes had been made by 
Fred Van Sant and Charles Moon.  These were being con-
sidered:  1. an increase in member dues, 2. a new member-
ship amendment (to be Section 4 of Article IV).  Charles 
Moon also encouraged starting of a Certified Judging 
Course, to bring about the use of competent judges for the 
higher levels of faceting competitions.  In early January, 
President Glenn Klein proposed a wording change to Arti-
cle II, Section 1 of the USFG Constitution (Purpose of the 
USFG) to read, "To promote the art and skill of faceting, 
helping ALL classes of faceters achieve their goal."  The 
word "ALL" is used to note that the USFG is ready to help  
 

Novice faceters as well as all other levels through World 
Class.   
 
John Alden passed away on January 9, 2000.  John was one 
of America's most accomplished competition faceters.  
John was a member of the first team (from any Country) to 
win the International Challenge CUP.  John was a descen-
dant of the original John Alden of the Mayflower, and he 
demonstrated that he had the Right Stuff.  John won many 
trophies in another area of his interests…with boat racing 
and speed records.  He was entered in the Gulf Marine Hall 
of Fame. 
 
Martha Vargas passed away on February 10, 2000.  Martha 
along with her husband Glenn Vargas was instrumental in 
helping the USFG to be created, by accepting the Chal-
lenge that the Australian Faceters Guild offered in 1984.  
Martha was an accomplished facetor.  She was a busy 
woman, always ready to teach faceting, to help in writing 
faceting books, and she enjoyed Nature through her paint-
ings and photographs of animals. 
 
The March 2000 issue of the USFG Newsletter noted that 
Kevin and Jean Marr had added to the USFG Web Page 
two new features..."stone designs of past competitions" and 
"audio lectures."  The first audio featuring Charlie Hettich.  
Also noted was the first of what was planned to be contin-
ued in each issue…the Presidents Message.  It is intended 
to create a closer contact between the Board and the gen-
eral membership.  The March issue announced an increase 
in dues, from $15.00 to $18.00.  This was the first increase 
over the ten years of the USFG's existence.   
 
In April 2000, President Glenn Klein appointed Charles 
Moon (with the approval of the Board) to have one vote as 
Janene Low's Secretary job replacement.  Charlie had been 
performing the tasks that Janene had not been able to even 
start because of family health problems.  Charlie became 
Secretary of the USFG. 
 
The results of the 2000 International Faceting Challenge 
were announced at the Ballarat, Victoria, Australia Gem-
boree on April 21-24, 2000.  The Australian team won the 
CUP with a score of 1482.61 points.  The second place 
United States team scored 1442.80--a difference of 39.81 
points.  There were 27 entries (81 stones).  Ewing Evans--
top facetor of the World, won the Individual International 
Championship.  
 
Section A stone first place (a perfect 100 points) and Sec-
tion B stone first place (99.54 points) both went to Ewing 
Evans, while the Section C stone first place (99.39 points)  
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went to Australian Desmond Stennett.  There were 
twenty-seven entrants, from five countries (81 stones).  Ed 
Romack of the USA, Jim Finlayson of UK, and Irene 
Whitham of Australia were the judges.  The Section A and 
Section B stones were of natural material.  However, the 
section C stone was not.  It was colored Cubic Zirconia.  
In this Challenge a non-natural material was again al-
lowed.  And, the Australians were back to once again 
scoring that old irritating item called "VISUAL EFFECT," 
only now calling it an "Optical Penalty" for "Fish Eye," or 
"Poor Performance," or calling it a stone with  "inferior 
optical properties." 
 
Before the 1998 Challenge, the question was raised by 
some Australian and many American entrants as to 
whether it is proper for an entrant to have another person 
pre-judge stones for possible faults.  It was felt that this 
process would give unfair advantage to pre-judged stone 
entrants.  The Australian Committee ruled that pre-
judging was acceptable and encouraged.  The United 
States entrants had not been having their stones pre-
judged, and continue with this practice.  This was because 
of the risk of stone damage being done if sent to or han-
dled by other persons, and also because of the belief that 
the resulting stone that is entered must be entirely the 
workmanship and decision making that is the result of 
only one person…the entrant.   
 
The 2000 United States team consisted of: 
 
1.  EWING EVANS,  TX           298.13 points 
2.  WILLIAM HORTON,  MI    293.43 
3.  ART KAVAN,  AZ               289.12                  
4.  DON DUNN,  OH                 283.48                    
5.  JERRY CAPPS,  WI             278.64                                                            
 
The Coordinator for the United States, Central & South 
America was JILL ROWLANDS,  TX 
The Coordinators for Australian, Asian, and African en-
trants were RUPERT PICKRELL and NELSON ROB-
ERTSON, Australia  
The Canadian Coordinator was Roscoe Clark, British Co-
lumbia. 
The Coordinator for the U.K. and European entrants was 
Jim Gemmell, England. 
The Coordinator for the Scandinavian entrants was Ross 
Whipple, Finland. 
 
On May 16, 2000 President Glenn Klein (with the ap-
proval of the Board) announced that the USFG's new Sec-
retary Jim Perkins had been appointed.  This announce-
ment appeared in the June Newsletter.  Jim replaced tem-

porary Secretary Charles Moon, who was filling in the po-
sition since the elected Secretary, Janene Low, had never 
been able to take on the responsibilities due to serious 
health problems within her family.  Jack Gross also ac-
cepted the responsibility of Membership Chairman duties, 
along with his continuance as our excellent Newsletter 
Editor. 
                                                                   
The June 2000 issue of the USFG Newsletter carried Jack 
Gross' article "Reference Stone Program."  This is a newly 
proposed program, which would train talented faceters to 
be better judges, and to be World Class cutters as well.  
This would be done by having the participant's judge IFC 
quality near perfect stones.  The program participants 
would             need to use all of their skill with magnifica-
tion and the use of light, in order to detect the minute 
faults that would be present on the Reference Stones.  
This Reference stone Program could add greatly to the 
presently operating three USFG Programs--Private Stone 
Assessment, Single Stone Competition, and World Class 
Training. 
 
The June 2000 Newsletter noted that Kevin and Jean Marr 
had added six new competition stone diagrams to the 
group of competition designs previously available on the 
USFG Web Page. 
 
In June 2000, Jerry Capps suggested that the USFG host a 
"North American Championship" every three years.  He 
had suggested this earlier, in 1994.  Glenn Klein stated 
that it would be better if the North American Champion-
ship were held each two years, the odd-numbered years in 
between the already existing Australian International 
Faceting Challenges.  The IFC's are held every two even-
numbered years.  Glenn Klein suggested that we forget 
about Team competition by making it a contest between 
all individual faceters. 
 
Another of the USFG's top competition faceters passed 
away.  Vern Johnson departed this World on July 9, 2000.  
Vern was admired by many other faceters because of his 
very likeable personality.  Vern was called "the winnin-
gest faceter in United States history," during the 1970's 
and 1980's.  Vern was one of the original USFG founders, 
and he was one of the winning United States team mem-
bers in the very first 1986 IFC. 
 
A meeting for the USFG general membership was held at 
the close of the Faceters Guild of Southern California 
sponsored Faceters Symposium 2000, at Riverside CA on 
August 6, 2000.  USFG President Glenn Klein had been 
the Chair for the Symposium and had arranged for the 
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room's use.  He presided at the USFG meeting.  Members 
as well as non-members were invited to attend the meet-
ing.  Glenn explained some of the goals of the USFG.  
Some of the attendees were un-familiar with the programs 
that the USFG offers.  Some thought the USFG should 
start a National competition and an International one as 
well.  Most faceters were interested in improving their 
quality of faceting but were not interested in the high lev-
els of competitions.  They do want to see their names and 
scores listed in competitions, so that they can judge their 
own progress.  Some thought our International competi-
tion should be held in the years in between the Australian 
IFC. 
 
The results of the inaugural 2000 USFG sponsored Single 
Stone Competition were made known in the September 
2000 Newsletter.  This competition will be carried out 
each year.  In the Novice Class, Mathew Smith placed first 
with a score of 99.73 points.  There were 15 entrants.  In 
the Pre-Master Class, John Franke placed first with a 
score of 99.71 points.  There were three entrants.  In the 
Masters Class, Jack Gross was the winner with 97.29 
points.  There were 3 entrants.  The judges were:  Ralph 
Mathewson (Master level), Ewing Evans (Pre-Master 
level), and Jim Ball (Novice level).  A great deal of thanks 
for work done went to the Competition Committee Co-
Chairs Ralph Mathewson and Charlie Moon.  This compe-
tition was with the first use of Ralph Mathewson's new 
and excellent scoring technique.  This method limits the 
chances of subjective scoring to interfere with fairness. 
 
The USFG bank balance on January 1, 2001 was 
$9706.81. 
 
In the September 2000 issue of the Newsletter it was an-
nounced that President Glenn Klein had resigned on 
August 16, 2000 and that Jerry Capps (former Vice-
President) had taken over the office as President of the 
USFG.  Glenn found from the pressure that he was under 
that he had taken on far too many projects and responsi-
bilities at one time.  He was spending a great deal of time 
with duties as Chairman of the Faceters Symposium 2000, 
he was completely re-modeling the interior of his home, 
he was helping his daughter through an ugly divorce, he 
was carrying on as the USFG President position while 
also spending a great deal of time in researching material 
for the first History of the USFG.    Glenn was forced to 
choose his own course among many that were possible.  
He deeply regretted leaving the office of President, espe-
cially since he never starts a project unless he intends to 
carry it through to completion.  However, he thought it 
was best for the USFG at the time to let someone else take 
over the Presidency.   

In the March 2001 Newsletter, it was announced that the 
USFG award of "Lifetime Membership" goes to Charles 
Moon.  Charlie has taken on many responsibilities and 
jobs to the benefit of all USFG members, and with this 
award, the Board of Directors thanked him. 
 
The June 2001 Newsletter reported the USFG general 
membership meeting that was held in conjunction with the 
International Northwest faceters Conference in Clackamas 
OR on May 27, 2001.  President Jerry Capps presided.  
New Officers were nominated for the 2002-2004 term.  
The soon to be born North America Faceting Challenge 
(NAFC) rules and guidelines were discussed. 
 
The June 2001 Newsletter acknowledged the fine contri-
butions to the USFG that had been made by Don Dunn, 
Jean Marr, and Ralph Mathewson.  They were awarded 
"Lifetime Memberships." 
 
The June 2001 Newsletter announced the BOD's decision 
to go ahead with the inaugural "North American Faceting 
Challenge," to be held in 2003.  The contest is open to all 
faceters Worldwide whether they are USFG members or 
not.  This contest is only for entrants at the Masters level, 
and requires the cutting of two stones (one from Natural 
and one from Synthetic material).  It is a competition be-
tween World-Class faceters.  The judging is carried out 
with use of the Mathewson Judging System.  The stone 
entries must be the work of the facetor without being 
evaluated by anyone who has ever judged a faceting com-
petition.  Evidence of a pre-judged stone will constitute 
disqualification.  This procedure is carried out to bring 
about FAIR, non-subjective judging results. 
 
The results of the 2001 USFG Single Stone Competition 
were displayed in the September 2001 Newsletter.  In the 
Novice Class, Bob Keller was the winner with 99.88 
points.  There were 12 entries from two countries.  In the 
Pre-Masters Class, Bill Louton was the winner with 
94.532 points.  There were 3 entrants.  In the Masters 
Class (Masters Division), there were no entries or win-
ners.  In the Masters Class (Past Masters Division), John 
Visser (Canadian) was the winner with 99.8 points.  There 
were 6 entrants from two countries.  The judges were:  
Novice, Jim Ball, Pre-Master, Ewing Evans, and Master/
Past Master, Ralph Mathewson.  The competition Co-
Chairs were Charlie Moon and Ralph Mathewson.   
 
In the December 2001 Newsletter, the BOD stated that the 
well-deserved "Lifetime Membership" award had been 
given to Col. Walter Carss for his outstanding work done 
for the good of the USFG since its inception. 
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The new Officers and Appointed Staff for 2002-2004 
took office.  They were: 
 
President,                Charles Perkins, OH 
Vice-President,        Keith Wyman, WA 
Secretary,                Alan Beck, ID 
Treasurer,                Don Dunn, OH 
Membership,           Don Dunn & Jack Gross 
Editor,                     Jack Gross, MT 
Webmaster,             Dan Linder, CA 
 
The USFG membership count was 287 on December 31, 
2001. 
 
The USFG bank balance on January 1, 2002 was 
$11,182.85. 
 
The results of the 2002 Australian International Faceting 
Challenge were announced at the Gemboree at Rock-
hampton, Queensland on March 29, 2002.  The Austra-
lian team won the CUP with a score of 1475.08 points.  
The second place United States team scored 1464.98 
points, a difference of 10.10 points.  The third place U.K. 
team scored 1324.90 points.  Ewing Evans of Texas was 
again the winner of the Individual International Champi-
onship. 
 
The Section A stone first place went to Australian Des-
mond Stennett with a perfect score of 100 points.  The 
Section B stone was won by Ewing Evans with a score of 
99.80 points.  The section C stone was won by Australian 
Walter Haller with a score of 99.61 points.  There were 
30 entries (90 stones) from five countries.  The judges 
were Ed Romack USA, Manual Pelecanos Aus, and Bob 
Boddington Aus.   
 
The 2002 United States team consisted of: 
 
1.  Ewing Evans              297.53 points 
2.  Dick Fairless              293.21 
3.  Art Kavan                  292.65 
4.  William Horton          291.59 
5.  Jack Gross                  290.00 
 
The Coordinator for the United States, Central & South 
America entrants was Jill Rowlands, TX. 
The Coordinator for Australian, Asian and African en-
trants was Peter Stringfellow, Australia. 
The Canadian Coordinator was Roscoe Clark, British 
Columbia. 
The Coordinator for the U.K, and European entrants was 
Jim Gemmell, England. 

The Coordinator for the Scandinavian entrants was Ross 
Whipple, Finland. 
 
In the June 2002 Newsletter, President Jim Perkins an-
nounced that the USFG now sponsors a daily faceters list 
on the Internet.  This site was obtained with the help of 
Bob Keller and BOD's of the American Federation of 
Mineral Societies (AFMS).  At first, the chat page was 
available at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
usfgfaceterslist/.  The USFG Web Page URL: http://
www.usfacetersguild.org.  
 
The September 2002 Newsletter disclosed that Jim Per-
kins had resigned as President of the USFG in July.  Jim 
had several very beneficial ideas that he wanted to pursue 
as President of the USFG, but he found his time was too 
limited to get done what needed to be done, along with 
the many existing projects that he was already working 
on at the time he took office.  Former Vice-President 
Keith Wyman assumed the office of President. 
 
The September 2002 Newsletter informed the members 
that the BOD had decided to expand the BOD to include 
past board members who wished to continue their USFG 
involvement as advisors.  The full voting title of 
"Emeritus Board Member" first was filled by Charles 
Moon.   
 
The results of the USFG 2002 Single Stone Competition 
can be seen in the September 2002 Newsletter.  In the 
Novice Class, James Friar won first place with 98.43 
points.  There were 8 entrants.  In the Pre-Master Class, 
Arnold Robertson (Canadian) won first place with 92.76 
points.  There were 4 entrants from two countries.  In the 
Masters (Past Masters Division), Dick Fairless was the 
winner with 99.26 points.  There were 3 entrants.  The 
judges were:  Jerry Capps, Masters, Ewing Evans, Pre-
Master, and Jim Ball, Novice.  The competition Co-
Chairs were Ralph Mathewson and Charles Moon.  This 
Newsletter made known that the Pre-Judging of stones 
was not allowed.  The contests are to compare work done 
solely by skills of the cutter.  If pre-judging becomes 
known, the entry will be disqualified.  If later discovery 
is made, the award or recognition will be declared null 
and void by the USFG.  
 
The USFG membership count was 330 on December 31, 
2002.  
 
The USFG bank balance on January 1, 2003 was 
$12,857.74. 
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Col. Walter Carss passed away on April 13, 2003.  He 
had been fighting cancer for several years.  Walter was 
one of the original group that formed the USFG in 1990.  
Walter was a judge at many competitions around the 
United States.  He was a tough competitor in many com-
petitions through the years.  He was a member of the U.
S. team in the 1988 Australian IFC.  Walter held several 
Officer posts in the USFG.  He will be missed by all of 
those who knew him. 
 
In June 2003, the Faceters Guild of Southern California 
sponsored its third Faceters Symposium, this time at 
Ventura, CA.  Glenn Klein was again Chairman of the 
Faceters Symposium.  Glenn offered the room for a 
USFG general membership meeting at the close of the 
Faceters Symposium.  Art Kavan (not quite yet the Presi-
dent) took advantage of the opportunity.  He held an 
USFG meeting for the members and non-members who 
were present.  Anyone who wished could participate.  A 
constructive debate was carried out, which pleased Art 
and the attendees.  Fred Van Sant was the "Guest of 
Honor" at the Faceters Symposium.  Glenn Klein de-
scribed some of Fred's many accomplishments as a fac-
eter, and his most important person status in bringing 
about a successful USFG.  Fred is the person who held 
the USFG together during its formative years.  Everyone 
in the room stood up to applaud Fred Van Sant.  It was 
wonderful for the audience to see Fred receive some ac-
knowledgment while he was alive to receive it.   
 
Just three months later, Fred Van Sant passed away on 
September 6, 2003.  Fred was the first USFG President.  
He was the guiding star during the early difficult years of 
the USFG.  Interesting facts about Fred Van Sant's fasci-
nating life can be read in the December 2003 issue of the 
USFG Newsletter. 
 
The September 2003 Newsletter listed the results of the 
2003 inaugural, "International North American Faceting 
Challenge," or NAFC.  This competition had been dis-
cussed by faceters over a period of 17 years (since 1986), 
until finally becoming a reality.  This competition and the 
Australian IFC represent the highest form of international 
faceting competition that is available.  The first bi-annual 
odd-numbered year NAFC was finalized on June 20, 
2003.  Two stones were presented by each of the 6 en-
trants from two countries.  The final averages of the two 
stones presented indicated that the first place winner was 
Art Kavan, with a score of 99.68 points.  The judges 
were:  Ed Romack and Ewing Evans.  The competition 
Co-Chairs were Charles Moon and Ralph Mathewson. 
 

The September 2003 Newsletter carried competition 
Chairman Art Kavan's announcement that the next 
NAFC 2005 would reward the top cutters $450 for first 
place, $350 for second place, and $250 for the third place 
entrant.   
 
The September 2003 issue of the Newsletter contained 
the results of the USFG 2003 Single Stone Competition.  
In the Novice Class, the winner was Phil Stonebrook 
with a score of 99.29 points.  There were 14 entrants 
from two countries.  The Pre-Master Class was won by 
James Clark with a score of 99.925 points.  There were 7 
entrants.  The Master Class was won by Arne Robertson 
(Canadian) with a score of 98.6476 points.  There were 2 
entrants from two countries.  The competition Co-Chairs 
were Charles Moon and Ralph Mathewson.  
 
The USFG membership count on December 31, 2003 
was 313.  
 
The USFG bank balance on January 1, 2004 was 
$17,224.64. 
 
The new USFG Officers beginning January 1, 2004 be-
came: 
 
President,                                Art Kavan, AZ 
Vice-President,                       Ewing Evans, TX 
Secretary,                                Ron Snelling, CO 
Treasurer,                                Don Dunn, OH 
Editor,                                     Jenny Clark, AZ 
Membership,                           Jeff Ford, MI 
Web Master,                           Dan Linder, CA 
Emeritus Board Member,       Charles Moon, CA 
Historian,                                Glenn Klein, CA 
Past-President,                        Keith Wyman, WA 
President Art Kavan wrote the "job descriptions" for the 
various Officers of the USFG.  These are shown in the 
March 2004 Newsletter.  This information had long been 
needed:  in fact, ever since the USFG began in 1990.  
The information is helpful in informing the incoming Of-
ficers of what their duties entailed, and to give them 
some indication of what was expected of them. 
 
The March 2004 Newsletter displayed the first of a series 
of articles that USFG Historian Glenn Klein wrote to  
cover all the years of the USFG's history, from the forma-
tive years  right up to present time.  The additional por-
tions of the series of articles were carried in following 
issues of the newsletter. 
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Thank You 
 
    A special thank you to Glenn Klein for his  
    diligence in documenting the history of the  
    USFG.  
 
    This installment brings us up to the 
    beginning of 2005.  In future Glenn  
    will post an  annual update  in order to  
    keep our history current. 

The results of the 2004 International Faceting Challenge  
were announced at the Gemboree at Warragul, Victoria on 
April 9, 2004.  The Australian team won the CUP  with a 
score of 1474.31 points.  The second place United States 
team scored 1442.94 points, a difference of 31.37 points.  
The third place United Kingdom team scored 1318.03 
points.  Ewing Evans was again the winner of the award 
for Individual International Championship. 
 
The Section A stone was won by Australian Don Henson 
with a score of 99.95 points.  The Section B stone was 
won by Australian John Rose with a score of 99.25 points. 
The Section C stone was won by Ewing Evans with a 
score of 99.92 points.  There were 31 entrants from five 
countries (93 stones).  The judges were:  Jill Rowland 
USA,  
 
The 2004 United States team consisted of: 
 
1.  Ewing Evans,                 296.82 points 
2.  James Clark                    293.20 
3.  Dick Fairless                   290.77 
4.  William Horton              290.42 
5.  Dan Zally                        271.73 
 
The Coordinator for the United States, Central & South 
America was Jill Rowlands. 
The Coordinator for Australian, Asian and African en-
trants was Peter Stringfellow, Australia. 
The Canadian Coordinator was Roscoe Clark, British Co-
lumbia. 
The Coordinator for the U.K. and European entrants was 
Jim Gemmell, England. 
 
By April 2004, the first edition of the USFG By-Laws was 
created.  This document clearly states many aspects of op-
eration that are necessary for the USFG to grow and oper-
ate efficiently.  President Art Kavan is to be congratulated 
in guiding the completion of this important document.   
                  
The September 2004 Newsletter displayed the results of 
the 2004 USFG Single Stone Competition.  The Novice 
Class was won by Stanley Brockman with a score of 99.92 
points.  There were 7 entrants.  The Pre-Master Class was 
won by Jeff Ford with a score of 97.93 points.  There were 
7 entrants from two countries.  The Master Class was won 
 by Jack Freeman with a score of 99.37 points.  There 
were 3 entrants.  The Grand Master Class was won by 
Dick Fairless with a score of 99.96 points.  There were 3 
entrants.  The judges were:  Don Dunn Novice, Art  
Kavan Pre-Master, and Wing Evans Master and also the  
 
.   

Grand Master.  The competition Co-Chairs were Jeff 
Ford and Art Kavan 
 
The USFG Newsletter became available in PDF format 
and could be requested at:  usfgnewsletter@cox.net. 
 
On October 5, 2004, President Art Kavan appointed 
Jenny Clark and Glenn Klein for one year terms as 
members of the Board of Directors, and Jeff Ford for a 
two year term.  This was in addition to their other USFG 
duties.  Under the new USFG conditions of becoming a 
Non-Profit Corporation, the USFG must maintain the 
minimum Officers and Minimum Board of Directors to 
be able to operate.  Simply put, the job of the BOD's is 
to be there to make sure that the Officers of the USFG 
are not doing things of an improper nature, and to look 
out for the USFG membership at large. 
 
In the December 2004 Newsletter, President Art Kavan 
announced that, as of September 17, 2004, the IRS had 
approved the USFG application as being a non-profit 
Corporation.  This was after many months of time con-
suming great work and effort that was performed by 
USFG President Art Kavan.  Four years earlier, Fred 
Van Sant had been encouraging this to happen.  The 
USFG finally obtained proper position for growth, with 
"By-Laws" in place that replaced the old USFG Consti-
tution.   
    
The USFG membership count on December 31, 2004 
was 361. 
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still had many unanswered questions and really wanted 
to improve my skills. To my surprise and disappointment 
they no longer had a faceting program. They had dropped 
it about ten years earlier for lack of participation and no 
teacher.  
 
I started to meet people in the Club and was encouraged 
to reintroduce faceting. I met with the Board, outlined a 
possible program and the associated cost. The proposal 
was met with mixed interest. However a pilot program 
was approved. The Club used my two Poly-Metrics for 
the first class. I recommended two Facetron faceting ma-
chines for the Club, although I personally prefer the 
Poly-Metric because the dop arm angle indicator is an 
almost one inch high digital readout. I could easily read 
it. Sun Lakes is essentially a retirement community and 
poor vision is not an uncommon problem. However, a 
major hurdle remained -- who would teach the class?  
The Club had no teacher. That left me -- with my ap-
proximately one and one half years experience and about 
75 to 80 cut stones, some of which I was not too proud. If 
I didn’t teach the program was dead. I hoped the Club 
would develop some faceters who in turn could help me 
to increase my faceting skills. Kind of selfish but I truly 
wanted to improve. 
 
Nine members signed up to take our first class. We ac-
cepted six. The class ran for six weeks, with one 4 hour 
session weekly. Each student finished a modified stan-
dard brilliant, and one fellow cut five. Two students (a 
man and a wife) bought their own Facetron. You’re right! 
The fellow who bought the Facetron cut the five gems. 
 
Need I say that teaching the class improved my skill and 
knowledge greatly? As a result of the questions asked by 
students, the meaning of the faceter’s language really be-
gan to clear up in my mind. 
 
We started our second class with a continuing waiting 
list but with only four students The Club was happy with 
the results and authorized the purchase of one faceting 
machine. 
 
During this time Poly-Metric introduced a new, less ex-
pensive model, competitively priced with Facetron. Best 
of all, the new model was available with the enlarged 
digital readout. We bought the Poly-Metric. We had 
enough students to pay for the first machine in about 15 
months. I was surviving as the teacher, and even enjoy-
ing it.  
 
A second machine was authorized; I retired my ma 

My Journey to Faceting 
 

by Lloyd Gibson 
 
Retirement was approaching. My wife, Nyla and I were 
healthy, liked golf and traveling. We even liked playing 
golf together.  
 
We were traveling in an RV up to three months a year, 
about half the time in Quartzsite, Yuma, and Tucson, 
Arizona. We discovered lapidary. I started with cabbing, 
and Nyla with wire wrapping.  Within two years we vis-
ited Jack Haight’s shop in Pasco, WA, and I saw his digi-
tal readout Poly-Metric faceting machine. Jack set the 
hook by showing Nyla some of his cut gemstones, then 
reeled me in by suggesting I buy a used machine that he 
knew was available. We discussed a couple of lessons 
and I became a neophyte faceter.   We took my used 
faceting machine, Vargas’ book, Faceting for Amateurs, 
and some rough home to Federal Way (just south of Seat-
tle). My cabbing activities went down the tube. For a 
month I read Vargas, practiced dopping and familiarized 
myself with Poly-Metric and that big digital readout. Jack 
Haight also gave me Carl M. Unruh’s book, First Five 
Cuts. 
 
I dopped a piece of garnet rough and started the horse-
shoe design. Three months later I “finished” my first fac-
eted gem. There was so much I didn’t know or even un-
derstand about some of the faceting “language”. Further-
more, I didn’t know where or to whom to turn for guid-
ance.  
 
When I realized I couldn’t see the meet points very well, 
Nyla bought me an OptiVisor  and a 10X loupe. I contin-
ued faceting with only marginal improvement. I tried to 
cut an oval. This took at least two months and was gener-
ally unsatisfactory. In hindsight, poor polish, uneven gir-
dle and meet points that did not meet too well. What else 
is there?! 
 
We bought a winter home in Sun Lakes, Arizona (south 
and slightly east of Phoenix). One of the reasons was that 
the Sun Lakes community has many hobby groups. One 
of these is the Sun Lakes Rock, Gem and Silver Club. 
The Club meets monthly September through May. They 
have three hobby shops for their members, and classes in 
the various disciplines. Nyla and I attended one of the 
monthly meetings. I was very anxious to find out what 
kind of faceting program and equipment the Club had. I  
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ple to compare my work to. I would estimate the quality of 
my work was between a 7 and 7.5 out of 10. Within three 
months, with Jim’s help and encouragement, my work im-
proved to about 8.5 -- a noticeable improvement.  
 
In addition, Jim and Jenny Clark came to my home to meet 
with the Club’s faceters. Each student brought their Opti-
Visors and their loupes. Jim brought 10 of his gem stones 
including his 2004 USFG Single Stone Grand Master entry 
and the 3 stones from the 2004 Australian IFC. We sat 
around the dining room table and Jim gave a little back-
ground on each gem as he passed it around for the Club’s 
faceters to review. Need I say the group’s enthusiasm and 
quality has risen perceptibly. In fact one of our faceters, 
Glen Hove, is cutting a practice stone of Jeff Graham’s 
Novice design for the 2005 USFG Single Stone Competi-
tion.  
 
Last December we instituted a competition among those 
faceters who were remaining in Sun Lakes during the holi-
days. The purpose was three-fold; 1) introduce them to a 
more difficult design, 2) require them to use all the data 
given on a design sheet, not just the meet points and 3) 
judge their work based on the USFG rules. The practice 
material was from a Cuttysark light green glass bottle. We 
held the judging in mid-February ‘05. 
 
This brings us up to date on our Sun Lakes Rock, Gem and 
Silver Club’s faceting group. Of our eight cutters, four can 
now teach Faceting I (beginning faceting). Our faceting fa-
cility is open 2 days a week for classes, 2 days minimum 
for open shop for qualified faceters during the months of 
Oct through May, and during the summer open as needed. 
The quality and degree of difficulty continues to improve. 
Membership in our club is available to any resident of Sun 
Lakes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

chines, one to our Sun Lakes home and the other to Fed-
eral Way. With two machines we limited our class to two 
students. The next fall we introduced an advanced class. 
We discovered about one in eight of our students stuck 
with faceting. We now have eight full time cutters. How-
ever my personal skill, knowledge and growth — and 
therefore that of my students — had reached a plateau. 
 
About two years ago we introduced a contest. The objec-
tive was to introduce cross exposure and cross training 
with silversmithing/lost wax. When you cut a gem you 
want to mount it. How do you do that? You can buy a 
finding or a setting, but cannot always find the right size 
or style. The reverse is true for the silversmith or the lost 
wax designer. 
 
The contest teamed a faceter and a silversmith/lost wax 
person. There were six teams. A pendant was selected, 
done in sterling silver with CZ for the gem. Tom Hall 
judged the silversmith/lost wax work and I judged the 
faceting. I used the 100-point system I found in the Lapi-
dary Journal (I think). We presented the six end products 
at a monthly membership meeting. Those in attendance 
were asked to vote on their favorites, without knowing 
who the team members were. The scores of the silver-
smith/lost wax, faceting and the popular vote were com-
bined to determine the order of finish. 
 
Tom Hall and I also teamed up to produce a pendant. Af-
ter the winners were announced we presented our pendant 
to Sandy Applegate, president of the Club that year and all 
around Club contributor. We repeated the contest the next 
fall, but increased the team to three disciplines — a fac-
eter, silversmith/lost wax person and a cabber, We had a 
good deal of fun and activity in the Club. 
 
My development had slowed down and I was aware my 
polishing was not satisfactory. Part of the problem, of 
course, was that I did not have anything to compare my 
work with. I just knew I was still not satisfied. About this 
time I got a call from Bill and Sharleen Harvey of Mesa, 
AZ. and Portland, OR. They somehow had heard about 
our faceting classes. Bill has the same itch that I have 
about improving. We started sharing our experiences -- 
mostly to my benefit. 
 
Further, about a year later I attended the Northwest 
Faceting Symposium in Mount Vernon, WA.  Jim Clark 
attended also, and by chance sat down beside me. As you 
probably know, and to my delight, Jim is a very good 
competition cutter. For the first time I truly had an exam 
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Sharing our Hobby 
 

In an effort to encourage youngsters to get in-
volved in the Lapidary Arts, some members 
have been making visits to schools and clubs. 
 
In April President Art Kavan visited Warren 
Elementary School in Tucson.  He gave a two 
hour presentation on Lapidary and Faceting to 
60 5th graders. 
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HOW TO PRESENT A  
FACETERS SYMPOSIUM 

 
By Glenn Klein 
 
This article was written to help those who would like to 
see a faceters Symposium become a reality in their area 
of the country.  The ways of going about it are unlim-
ited.  The author will present here what was required to 
see that the three Symposiums sponsored by the Fac-
eters Guild of Southern California were successfully 
carried out.  The FGSC sponsored Faceters Symposi-
ums in 1996, 2000, and 2003.  I am honored to say that 
I was the Chairman of these three symposiums, and I 
learned a lot about what it takes to see the project 
through to completion.   
 
The methods used for the above three symposiums may 
have to be drastically altered to work in your area and 
with your circumstances.  Just alter and add to what is 
offered here, to where you find that it will be better for 
your situation.   
 
When I first agreed to Chair the Faceters Symposium 
1996 (at Riverside, CA) I was very leery about taking 
on the job.  I had never directed such a presentation be-
fore.  However, members of the FGSC encouraged me 
to go ahead and get my feet wet.  At the next FGSC 
monthly meeting, I asked for volunteers to help me with 
the symposium project.  I immediately had several vol-
unteers offering to help:  faceters such as Dennis An-
derson, Bob and Pat Haines, Dennis Black, Clare Gag-
non, Gene Oesterreich, and Don Knox.  I stated that we 
could all meet at my home for symposium meetings.  
My wife Rhoda supplied the coffee and cookies at the 
first meeting and at each of the following monthly 
meetings that we had, right up until the actual sympo-
sium date arrived.  Rhoda and Pat took care of many 
tasks that had to be completed.  This same procedure of 
asking for volunteers and having the monthly sympo-
sium meetings at my home was carried out for the two 
later symposiums as well.       
 
In years past, the Faceters Guild of Southern California 
had been presenting a yearly Faceters Fair in the South-
ern California area.  This was a gem show complete 
with dealers, for the general public.  There were 
faceting competitions and gem displays.  This was the 
way that the organization gave back to the public.  Be-
ing a non-profit group, the FGSC could not just pocket  
the ever growing amount of member dues.  But  

eventually, the work required to have the yearly show was 
just too much work for the few of those who really contrib-
uted help.  The idea of having a Faceters Symposium was 
dreamed up, to give back directly to the people interested in 
lapidary…and especially back to faceters.   
 

WHEN AND WHERE TO HAVE A  
FACETERS SYMPOSIUM: 

 
Next, when and where to present the symposium was dis-
cussed.  The decision was made to have the symposium at 
the yearly California Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
(CFMS) show that was coming up in two years at Riverside 
CA.  The once every seven years AFMS show was to be  
combined that year with the CFMS Show.  This was a good 
opportunity for the FGSC, because there would be lots of 
dealers.  Interested parties from many lapidary fields would 
be in attendance at the show.   
 
Right off, when you start thinking about your area and your 
symposium, look to combine it with some other major event 
that will be happening at the same time and at the same 
place.  Do not try to compete with a major gem show, which 
makes your attendees have to choose between that one and 
your symposium.  Do not try to simply rely on your own 
symposium being presented all alone, unless that is your 
only option.  Your symposium can be the icing on the cake.  
Your symposium is not the whole cake. 
  
There are other problems in choosing when to have your 
symposium, such as; will it be at a location that is easy for 
your attendees to get to, where they will be able to find a 
hotel?  Riverside was great in all respects for two (1996 & 
2000) of our FGSC symposiums, but Ventura as the Fac-
eters Symposium 2003 location was not easily gotten too 
from LAX, for instance.  It was still a rather long drive in a 
rental car.  The summer months are best for most people, so 
have things convenient for your attendees.  Have other in-
terests present which will help draw your desired attendees 
and their spouses.  You know what they say, Location, Lo-
cation, Location.  Add to that, Time, Time, and Time.  Have 
your symposium at a time of year that makes it possible for 
more people to attend.  December would never be a good 
month for holding a symposium.   
 
A less than best case of timing was the FGSC Faceters Sym-
posium 2003 at Ventura.  This was a time when the threat of 
terrorists made people un-easy about flying across the coun-
try, going through all of the security checks, etc.  That is un-
fortunate, but is sometimes beyond your control in planning 
your symposium.  You have to think positive and hope for 
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the best.  There are many things to think about when decid-
ciding when and where to hold your symposium. Just give 
it all your usual reasonable consideration, while using your 
common sense.  A bad choice of timing and place could 
have been possible if the FGSC had decided to hold a Fac-
eters Symposium at a Federation Show at Mariposa CA (in 
the Sierra foothills) hundreds of miles from a major airport, 
and limited in hotel space…all of this in a non-summer 
months like March or April.  That kind of symposium 
would almost certainly not be well attended.  
 
 DECIDING ON SPEAKERS:    
 
Right at the start, I realized that the Faceters Symposium 
1996 would probably not be of much success unless we 
had some good speaker presentations lined up.  To my way 
of thinking, everything depends upon the speakers.  That 
was my most important area of work concentration as the 
Chair of the symposiums.  At the first meetings, which 
started one to two years prior to the actual Symposiums, I 
always asked the symposium staff members for their sug-
gestions for desirable speakers.  I had several of my own to 
suggest each time.  We discussed back and forth as to the 
best choices of who to ask to be a speaker.  From that time 
on, I started writing to possible speakers, called some of 
the prospects on the phone, or went to Tucson and other 
Gem Shows where I could talk face to face with some of 
the possible choices.  I feel fortunate that I was able to con-
vince enough speakers to be presenters each time.  I was 
asking for speaker commitments when the symposium was 
still over a year away.  Some of the possible speakers did 
not know their schedule that far in advance.  I remember 
Glenn Vargas saying that he might be dead by the time the 
symposium came around in 2000.  But he was there, is still 
alive now, but was not in good enough health to attend our 
Symposium 2003, much as he wanted to be there.  Some of 
the greatest names in our time agreed to be there and did 
come to the FGSC symposiums:  such as, Glenn & Martha 
Vargas, Carl Unruh, Norm Steele, John Sinkankas, Ed Ro-
mack, Charles Moon, Art Grant, Si & Ann Frazier, Charles 
Covill, Hubert Rackets, John Koivula, Robert Strickland, 
Art Kavan, David Ichelson, Thomas Chatham, Dr. Tony 
Kampf, Ewing Evans, Bob Long, and Fred Van Sant, to 
name some of them.       
 
If your symposium is to be a part of a Federation Show, my 
understanding of the rules is that the Federations around 
the country do not allow paying speakers an honorarium of 
over one hundred dollars.  This is the amount I offered 
each of our speakers.  This maximum amount is there be-
cause past experiences have shown that some Chairmen 
have abused the situation by getting very expensive speak  
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ers to give presentations, which ended up draining all of 
the resources of the club or organization.  The  Chair-
man broke the bank, so to speak.  I agree that there 
should be the one hundred dollar limit. However, it still 
amazes me that I was able to round up about ten speak-
ers at each of the three FGSC Symposiums.  That is 
asking a lot.  The speaker has to travel great distances 
to be there, while paying for their own air or car fare, 
hotel, and food, etc.  The speaker has to want to be 
there.  And for the symposium to succeed, the attendees 
have to want to be there.  The system does work.  I have 
not heard or received emails from people for the three 
FGSC symposiums presented that were dissatisfied with 
the symposiums, except for just ONE person!  Well, 
you cannot please them all, but you can try to.  So, like 
the old soap commercial, we had 99 and 44/100ths per-
cent pure satisfaction for the speakers and attendees 
who attended the three FGSC Faceters Symposiums.  
 
Your symposium can be successful with just one good 
speaker, or maybe two or three.  It depends upon how 
long a period of time (days) you are talking about.  The 
FGSC symposiums were over three day periods, be-
cause they were part of the larger CFMS/AFMS yearly 
gem shows.  We wanted about ten speakers over the 
three day period, with enough time left over for our 
symposium attendees to do their touring of the lapidary 
displays, and to be able to visit the many dealers that 
were at the CFMS/AFMS Show's.  On the last day of 
the Symposiums, we always had a Grand Finale, with a 
"Panel of Experts" presentation.  This was where any of 
our speakers who wished to could join the rest of the 
panel at the front of the room.  There they could answer 
or discuss questions from the attendees.  This type of 
event is well worth considering for your symposium.  
This part of our symposiums was meant to last for ap-
proximately two hours.  However, this feature was so 
very interesting for our attendees that we usually had to 
bring it to a halt in overtime.  On the last day of your 
symposium, do not run it into late afternoon because 
some attendees may want to see a dealer at the show or 
they may wish to get on their way back to the airport to 
catch their flight back home.  
 
It will take time to get all of your speakers lined up.  
You should not wait until that is all finalized before you 
start announcing them.  Try to keep the public informed 
about those speakers who have committed to be at your 
symposium as you firm up each one.  As I have said, the 
work required for the FGSC three symposiums began as 
much as two years prior to actual symposium dates.  Of 
course, some speakers may end up sick, have had major  
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great deal of interest from a large area of coverage can be 
obtained with the competent use of a chat page. 
If money happens to be available, it would also be a good 
idea to run promotional ads in some of the lapidary 
magazines, like Lapidary Digest and Rock and Gem.  If 
you get the word out to the editors of those magazines 
well ahead of time, you may find that some free articles 
will be printed by the magazines.  Magazines have a very 
long lead time.  Think of this if you want to actually reap 
the benefits. 
 
If your symposium is connected to your areas Federation 
Show, work with the publicity people of the main show.  
Have an article about your symposium placed in the 
newsletter and on the Web Page of your Federation.  You 
can promote their show and they can promote your sym-
posium.  You should plan to work together so that you 
help each other.  
 
A promotional feature that the FGSC made use of was 
the asking for sponsors of the symposiums.  We were for-
tunate in obtaining generous dollar donations towards the 
costs of our Hospitality Hours and Awards Luncheons 
from both the Ultra Tec (Joe Rubin) and Facetron (Norm 
Jarvi) faceting machine companies.  In turn, we provided 
a table for each manufacturer to display their equipment, 
where a representative from each company could talk to 
our faceters during the break times between speaker pres-
entations.    
 
Whatever your group decides, do not expect to do 90% 
of your promotion in the last thirty days prior to the sym-
posium date.  That will be too late.  You will have 
missed your chances of success.   
 
COORDINATE YOUR SYMPOSIUM 
WITH OTHER GROUPS:   
 
As the faceter's symposium Chair, I attended the monthly 
meetings of the group that was putting on the CFMS 
shows.  I had to travel quite some distance in the horrible 
traffic conditions that are part of Southern California.  
But I wanted to know how the planning was going for the 
big show, and the show committee was also interested in 
knowing about our Symposium planning progress.  After 
all, the FGSC was being given the use of a room to pres-
ent our speakers.  Coordination was needed for how this 
would all come about.  People had to know what was 
needed; such things as, how many tables and chairs 
would we need, what would they cost to rent, what ar-
rangements did we need made to present our Hospitality 

problems arise so that they cannot attend, or have  died…
who knows.  It is a good idea to have one or two  
back-up speakers in case their use becomes a necessity.   
 
With the FGSC symposiums, we gave each speaker an 
hour for their presentation.  They could use less time if 
they wished, or could have a shorter presentation followed 
by a question and answer period.  That was the speaker's 
choice.  The FGSC did want to present a group of speak-
ers so that more subject areas could be covered.  Some 
faceters will like to hear about some subjects but will not 
be too interested in others.  We wanted to try to give a va-
riety of faceting-connected information, so that everyone 
would come away happy.  
 
An hour is sometimes a very long time to ask attendees to 
sit.  We always had a short break between speaker presen-
tations, like ten minutes.  Then the faceters could make 
their quick trip to you know where, or could walk around 
a bit and talk to other new found faceter friends.  Do not 
let the breaks drag on for fifteen or twenty minutes.  Keep 
a schedule of events, and stick to it.  Start at the desig-
nated time and keep that schedule.  
 
PROMOTION: 
 
Start informing the public as soon as your group decides 
to go ahead with a symposium.  Be sure to look for possi-
ble ways of promoting your symposium.  The public needs 
to know well ahead of time, so that plans for travel can be 
arranged.  And, once your symposium announcement has 
been made, be sure to back up your promotion with re-
minders.  Do not just expect people to remember your first 
announcement, which was given maybe a year before.  
Your time to time reminders can take many forms.  Have 
small flyers printed (4" by 8" or so) which can be included 
with mail sent out, or which can be left in small stacks at 
gem shows that are attended prior to your symposium's 
date.  Think of places where your promotional flyers can 
be placed, where they stand a chance of drawing inter-
ested attendees. 
 
Inform newsletter Editors of the various Guilds and Clubs 
about your symposium.  They are found in every state.  
Those Editors can be encouraged to run your symposium 
information in their local newsletters every few months.   
 
There are several daily lapidary interest chat pages in op-
eration on the Internet.  Send an interesting reminder post 
to them from time to time.  Do not abuse the privilege, but 
also, do not hesitate to use this excellent opportunity.  A  
 

16 



U.S.F.G. Newsletter                          Vol. 15   No. 2                        June  2005 

Hour and Awards Luncheon that were a part of our Sym-
posiums, and what electrical wiring did we need to have 
supplied?  Your situation will be different, so count on 
that.  You may have to pay for a room space for your 
symposium.  Your food may have to be arranged with 
designated servers, etc.  Each place for a symposium will 
have unique choices to be made.  So, coordinate with 
other groups that are involved.  I found working with the 
CFMS Show staff was a happy and interesting experi-
ence each time.  Try to think of possible problems, and 
decide ahead of time what to do with those problems.  If 
you do not plan and act…you will crash!  Our three 
FGSC Symposiums went very well during their actual 
days.  This was because the symposium staff tried to an-
ticipate what could happen, what would be beneficial, 
and what would not be beneficial for us.  
 
GETTING TO THE FINE DETAILS OF 
YOUR SYMPOSIUM: 
 
If your symposium is going to have a Hospitality Hour, 
like we had on a Friday evening at all three symposiums, 
have special tickets for each attendee to present, so that 
the food and soft drinks are plentiful for all.  Our first 
symposium attendees loaded up heavily, and when the 
last people were trying, most of the food was gone.  
Some people thought this was their main dinner for the 
evening, I guess.  Try to have an ample amount of food 
for the average person, plus some left over.  The Hospi-
tality Hours are a great feature, because they create a fine 
opportunity for you to meet other faceters from across the 
country.  You get to place a face with the person you 
have only heard about before.  All faceters are wonderful 
people, and Hospitality Hours give your attendees the 
time and place to take advantage of that fact.     
 
The Awards Luncheons that the FGSC put on at each 
symposium were fantastic times for the attendees and our 
guest speakers.  The food was plentiful and delicious.  
The chance to mix with other faceters and leaders in our 
hobby was outstanding.  And of course, the Awards 
Luncheons were happy times for the winners of our vari-
ous competitions (Novice, Advanced, Masters, and 
Beautiful Gem) that had been offered 
 
In arranging for the food and drinks for Hospitality Hours 
or Awards Luncheons, you usually have to guarantee the 
vendor a certain number of people to prepare the food 
for.  That is hard to anticipate ahead of time, when you 
do not really know how many attendees there will actu-

ally be.  You do have to figure as best you can, add sev-
eral more for those who join late, and then add some 
more to be safe.  It is best to have more food than you 
need, but that also dramatically runs up your costs.  Give 
this some serious thought when you talk to the caterer.  
The caterer's will probably add some on their own, but 
you cannot count on it.     
 
Design the necessary paperwork well for your sympo-
sium.  If you have any competitions included as part of 
your symposium, make those entry forms informative.  
Have the requirements clearly stated.  Do not require the 
entrants to guess…make everything clear.  The same 
goes for the forms that people use to find out the costs 
for listening to the speakers, attending the Hospitality 
Hour, or attending the Awards Luncheon.  The attendee 
may not be able to attend all three days of the sympo-
sium, if it runs that long.  Make clear what the attendee 
will have to pay for attending the various features of your 
symposium.  Above all, make it clear who the check 
should be made out to and sent to.  Also, what is the ad-
dress?  The competition entry forms may go to a different 
address! 
 
The attendees of the three FGSC Faceters Symposiums 
entered the gates of the CFMS Shows, which required a 
small entry fee.  That entry fee was part of what the 
FGSC charged each symposium attendee.  At the end of 
the Show, the FGSC paid back the fees to the CFMS, as 
part of the agreement.  With some of the FGSC symposi-
ums, a check was paid for other costs directly to the 
CFMS.  Sometimes checks were paid directly to the Con-
vention Center or maybe to the caterer.  A payment for 
use of tables and chairs was sometimes but not always 
required.  Your symposium conditions will vary.  I would 
advise you to pay your costs directly to the people who 
supplied them, rather than to, let's say, to the CFMS who 
then would pay for the cost along with their other costs.  
Keep it as simple and direct as possible with the money.  
But make sure that things are clear and accurate.   
 
With all three FGSC Symposiums, we tried various 
methods of video taping our speaker presentations.  We 
were definitely not successful.  Unless an expensive pro-
fessional outfit is hired for the job, I would advise to for-
get trying this.  It is too difficult to get good video when 
the speaker moves about, to where the audio is of good 
quality and synchronized with the video.  We Americans 
can go to the moon, but we cannot design a good video/
audio system for auditoriums or a good efficient vacuum 
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cleaner.   
 
Many months prior to the symposium dates, we had 
packets of information that people could request for us to 
mail out to them.  The packets contained competition en-
try forms and rules, costs for attending the symposium, a 
sheet of hotels and phone numbers, etc.  We provided 
another packet of information for each attendee when 
they came to the door of the symposiums.  These packets 
contained among other things their name badge, a sched-
ule of events with times listed, tickets for the Hospitality 
Hour food and drinks and also for the Awards Luncheon 
food and drinks (no ticket meant that you received no 
drink).  There was a note pad, pen, a list of local places 
of interest (for spousal use), maps of main attractions, 
etc.   
 
Our speakers were provided with free entrance to the 
Federation Show and the Symposiums, free food and 
drink at the events.  This was also provided for the 
speakers spouse when necessary.  Although we Sympo-
sium staff members were doing all of the necessary work, 
we too paid our way into the Faceters Symposiums.  
 
For the room set-up, I suggest rectangular tables placed 
in parallel lines through the room.  Do not use round ta-
bles for the speaker presentations, although they could be 
used for the Awards Luncheon.  Round tables are OK for 
a group to easily sit at and talk to one another (if the cen-
ter piece is not so high that you cannot look directly 
across the table to talk), but rectangular tables are much 
more efficient for the attendees to sit at and then be able 
to look directly at the speaker.  
 
Pay attention to details at other presentations that you 
attend.  Those presentations do not have to have anything 
to do with our faceting hobby.  Take notes of what you 
liked about the speakers presentation, as to how every-
thing was handled and presented.  Note what you would 
do differently to have a better result.    
 
COSTS OF PUTTING ON A FACETERS 
SYMPOSIUM: 
 
Anticipate your total costs as best you can.  Find out if 
you will have to pay for the symposium room, the table 
and chair rents, the food, the speaker Honorariums, etc.  
What do you have to charge your attendees to help defray 
some of the costs of the symposium?  What amount will 
your Guild or organization have to come up with to cover 
the remaining costs?  These symposiums are not really 

money makers for your organization.  They should be 
thought of as being what your organization is doing to 
give back to the faceting community.  Individual at-
tendees may feel that they are paying too much to attend.  
Believe me when I say that they are not paying an 
amount that is really needed to cover all costs of a good 
symposium.  Most Guilds are non-profit, and so this is 
the way that can be used to do what most Guilds say is 
their reason for being…to help faceters learn more about 
their hobby.  Defraying much of the costs of a sympo-
sium relies on many people who will unselfishly volun-
teer to give their free time and help.  All three FGSC 
Faceters Symposiums were completed because there 
were groups of willing volunteers. 
 
The FGSC Faceters Symposium 1996 had costs that to-
taled $4832.08, and offsetting income of $5961.32, for a 
Net Profit of $1129.24.  In 2000, costs were $6010.00 
and income of $4306.00, a Net Loss of $1704.00.  In 
2003, there was a Net Profit of $108.01.  This all means 
that after presenting three faceters symposiums, the 
FGSC had a Net Loss of $466.75.  We had a full room 
for the first two symposiums, but could have held an-
other 2500 attendees in our very large room at the 
Ventura 2003 symposium.  There were a great variety of 
costs involved in putting on a symposium:  such as, Fed-
eration Show entry fees, speaker honorariums, food and 
drinks for the Hospitality Hour and Awards Luncheon, 
rental of chairs, tables, podium, projection equipment, 
screen, advertising, badges, booklets, printing, mailing 
expenses, table center pieces, trophies, office supplies,  
etc.  We had our own microphones and amplifier/speaker 
system.  We had the free use of a symposium room at 
each symposium…through the courtesy of the CFMS.  
We had to actually over-order on the food and drinks be-
cause we did not know how many spur of the moment 
people would just show up at our door, without having 
applied during the weeks before.  The caterer has to be 
prepared for some late arrivals, but that costs us whether 
people show up or not. 
 
All of the symposium staff members (including myself) 
were like on cloud nine over the Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays of the symposiums.  It was as if we had each 
consumed a couple of martinis on empty stomachs.  We 
thoroughly enjoyed presenting the symposiums and talk-
ing to so many fine faceters.  This was our reward for the 
time and effort spent in bringing the symposiums to be-
ing realities.       
 
You should not think of presenting a faceters symposium  
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with the idea that it will be a big money maker for your 
Guild.  This is, as I have said earlier, a giving back 
event.  You can consider it a success if your group 
breaks even with symposium income and expenses.  We 
could all over spend.  Any idiot can do that.  The cost 
for an attendee to be there has to be a reasonable price.  
The idea behind your group's choice to sponsor a fac-
eters symposium should be to try to hold down costs, 
while doing a good job of helping your faceter attendees 
learn from their experience.  You want all of your at-
tendees to go away satisfied for having been with every-
one else at your symposium. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME  
NEW MEMBERS 

 
 

John C. Anderson, CA 
 

Bob Bendelow, NC 
 

Ronald L. Blattman, OH 
 

Sheriff Bockarie, MD 
 

Robert M. Carr, OR 
 

Greg Chandler, MI 
 

Jaime R. DeZubeldia, AZ 
 

Alan H. Gabriel, ME 
 

Dalan Jay Hargrave, TX 
 

James E. Hauser, MI 
 

William L. Harvey,  OR/AZ 
 

John J. Kleber, CO 
 

F. Byron Lopez, IL 
 

Jim D. Marks, NV 
 

Terry Lee Martin, WA 
 

Leon J. Oknewski, FL 
 

David Sherrod, AL 
 

Carl Swensen,  IL 
 

Rosamond Umans, NY 
 

Earl R. Wingrove, WA 
 

Jim Yanda, KS 
 
 
 

We’re glad you joined us! 
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NEWSLETTER EXCHANGES 

 
 
The USFG is involved in newsletter and information ex-
changes which currently include the following newsletters 
and their respective publishing guilds: 
 
 
ANGLES---Faceters Guild of Southern California 
 
FACETERS' STONECHAT---UK Faceter Cutters  
Guild 
 
FACETS---Columbia-Willamette Faceter's Guild 
 
FACET TALK---Australian Faceters' Guild 
 
MEET POINTS---Vancouver Island Faceters' Guild 
 
THE CRYSTAL AND GEM NEWS---North Puget 
Sound Faceting Guild 
 
THE CUT OF THE MONTH — Tomoka Faceters 
Guild of N. Daytona Beach Florida.  
Editor:   plstonebrook@juno.com  
 
NEWSLETTER---The North York Faceters Guild 
 
NEWSLETTER---Texas Faceters' Guild 
 
OFF-THE-DOP---Intermountain Faceters Guild 
 
THE TRANSFER BLOCK---The Faceters Guild Of 
Northern California.   
 
 
We welcome any information about your guild activities. 
If your guild is planning seminars, symposiums, competi-
tions, etc. send us the event and the contact information 
for publication.  If your guild  
isn’t listed above, and you would like to exchange news-
letters with the USFG, please contact:       
 
Jenny Clark: usfgnewsletter@cox.net 
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A special note of thanks to 
Deanna and Dan Niesen of 
MN. for their generosity in 
sharing some of their de-
signs with our members. 
 
More of their designs will 
appear in future issues of 
the USFG Newsletter. 
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Announcing the 2007 NAFC  
(North American Faceting Challenge) 

 
The competition stones for the 2007 NAFC are: 
 

 “A” Kiev Triangle by Jerry Newman and 
 “B” Heart of Nines by Robert W Strickland  
 

This is a Masters competition only. To qualify you must have scored a 90 or above 
in at least two Masters competitions, have a letter of competency from a certified 
Master, or have previously qualified for the Australian International Challenge. This 
competition is open to any qualifying Master in the world. To participate you must 
fill out an application and mail it to:    
           
                                        Art Kavan    
                                        10301 N. Placita Lujoso 
                                        Oro Valley, AZ     85737 
 
Applications must be received on or before August 25, 2006.  You must include a 
$30 US entry fee with your application. You will then receive a presentation box 
and instructions on packaging and mailing your stones.           
  
All stones must be in possession of the handler no later than January 20, 2007.  
Judging will take place prior to February 4, 2007, and winners will be announced 
shortly thereafter. You need not be present to win.  Cash prizes will be awarded as 
follows: 
                               
                              First prize -- 450.00 dollars, First place Plaque  
                              Second Prize -- 350.00 dollars, Second place Plaque                          
                              Third Prize -- 250.00 dollars, Third place Plaque  
 
Signing of the application is your agreement to abide by the rules set forth for this 
competition. Applications will be available in the USFG newsletter, on line at the 
USFG web site, http://www.usfacetersguild.org, or contact one of the officers of the 
USFG. 
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Girdle 

 

 

Stone to be cut from CZ any color 
Width to be 12.0 +/- 0.1 mm 
Girdle to be 0.3 +/- 0.1 mm 
Cutters may TR stone as they wish, plan views must be preserved! 
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Stone “A” 
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Stone to be cut from Natural Amethyst 
Width to be 8 – 12 mm  
Girdle to be 0.3 mm +/- 0.01 mm 

Stone “B” 
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                            Application for the 2007 NAFC 
 
 
 
 
I ,                                                                      , state that I am qualified to enter the NAFC 
competition and will abide by the rules stated. I understand that my two stones must be re-
ceived by the handler no later than January 20, 2007 or my entries will be invalid. 
  
This application must be submitted by August 25, 2006 along with a $30 US entry fee. 
Please make checks payable to the U.S.F.G. 
 
 
  (Print clearly)           
                                                        
Name: 

 
Address:       

 
 
 
Phone: 

 
 

e-mail:                                                   
 
 
 
 
Signature: 

 
 

Send to: 
 
Art Kavan 
10301 N. Placita Lujoso 
Oro Valley AZ      85737         
 
Phone 520-297-8798           
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WD-40  -  A Miracle?  
The product began from a search for a rust preventa-
tive solvent and degreaser to protect missile parts. 
WD-40 was created in 1953 by three technicians at 
the San Diego Rocket Chemical Company. Its name 
comes from the project that was to find a "water dis-
placement" compound. They were successful with 
the fortieth formulation, thus WD-40.  
 
It is a carefully guarded recipe known only to four 
people. Only one of them is the "brew master" There 
are about 2.5 million gallons of the stuff manufac-
tured each year. It gets it's distinctive smell from a 
fragrance that is added to the brew. Ken East (one of 
the original founders) says there is nothing in WD-
40 that would hurt you.  
 
Here are some of the uses:  
 
*Protects silver from tarnishing  
*Cleans and lubricates guitar string  
*Gets oil spots off concrete driveways  
*Gives floors that 'just-waxed' sheen with out mak-
ing it slippery  
*Keeps flies off cows  
*Restores and cleans chalkboards  
*Removes lipstick stains  
*Loosens stubborn zippers  
*Untangles jewelry chains  
*Removes stains from stainless steel sinks  
*Removes dirt and grime from the barbecue grill  
*Keeps ceramic/terra cotta garden pots from oxidiz-
ing  
*Removes tomato stains from clothing  
*Keeps glass shower doors free of water spots  
*Camouflages scratches in ceramic and marble 
floors  
*Keeps scissors working smoothly  
*Lubricates noisy ! door hinges on vehicles and 
doors in homes  
*Gives a children's play gym slide a shine for a su-
per fast slide  
*Lubricates gear shift and mower deck lever for ease 
of handling on riding mowers  
*Rids rocking chairs and swings of squeaky noises  
*Lubricates tracks in stic! king home windows and 
makes them easier to open  
*Spraying an umbrella stem makes it easier to open 
and close  
*Restores and cleans padded leather dashboards in 
vehicles, as well as vinyl bumpers  

 

*Restores and cleans roof racks on vehicles  
*Lubricates and stops squeaks in electric fans  
*Lubricates wheel sprockets on tricycles, wagons and 
bicycles for easy handling  
*Lubricates fan belts on washers and dryers and keeps 
them running smoothly  
*Keeps rust from forming on saws and saw blades, and 
other tools  
*Removes splattered grease on stove  
*Keeps bathroom mirror from fogging  
*Lubricates prosthetic limbs  
*Keeps pigeons off the balcony (they hate the smell)  
*Removes all traces of duct tape  
*Florida's favorite use was "cleans and removes love 
bugs from grills and bumpers  
*The favorite use in the state of New York--protects the 
Statue of Liberty from the elements.  
*WD-40 attracts fish. Spray a LITTLE on live bait or lures 
and you will be catching the big one in no time. Also it's a 
lot cheaper than the chemical attractants that are made for 
just that purpose. Keep in mind though, using some chemi-
cal laced baits or lures for fishing are not allowed in some 
states.  
*Use it for fire ant bites, It takes the sting away immedi-
ately, and stops the itch.  
*WD-40 is great for removing crayon from walls. Spray on 
the mark and wipe with a clean rag.  
*Also, if you've discovered that your teenage daughter has 
washed and dried a tube of lipstick with a load of laundry, 
saturate the lipstick spots with WD-40 and rewash. Presto! 
Lipstick is gone!  
*If you sprayed WD-40 on the distributor cap, it would dis-
place the moisture and allow the car to start. (If I knew 
what a distributor cap was, it might help)  
*WD-40, long known for its ability to remove leftover tape 
mung (sticky label tape), is also a lovely perfume and air 
freshener! Sprayed liberally on every hinge in the house, it 
leaves that distinctive clean fresh scent for up to two days!  
*Seriously though, it removes black scuff marks from the 
kitchen floor!  
*Use WD-40 for those nasty tar and scuff marks on floor-
ing. It doesn't seem! to harm the finish and you won't have 
to scrub nearly as hard to get them off.  Just remember to 
open some windows if you have a lot of marks.  
*Bug guts will eat away the finish on your car if not re-
moved quickly! Use WD-40!  

Editors Note:   
 
There have been safety concerns about WD-40 expressed by 
some members recently.  The information in this article is not 
meant as an endorsement of the product, and is offered simply  
as an interesting side note. 
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JOHN FRANKE: Facet Shoppe. 
 Since 1990 we promote the art of gem cutting by of-
fering information, rough and cut gemstones, lapidary 
equipment and supplies for faceters of all skill levels, 
and maintain the Datavue Gem Design Database. 
No email. Write or call for free price list. 
 
WEBSITE: http://www.gemcutter.com 
E-Mail:  facet@gemcutter.com 
Fax:  360-385-9256 
Tele:  360-385-4520 
JOHN FRANKE 
PO BOX 449 
Port Townsend, WA  98368 
******************************************* 
JEFF GRAHAM: Gram Faceting:  
Rough available: Tourmaline, Garnet, Sapphires, 
Quartz, Beryl, Peridot, Topaz, Gram Faceting books, 
"ask Jeff" faceting related questions, cut stones, links. 
 
WEBSITE:  http://www.faceters.com 
E-MAIL:  jeff@faceters.com 
JEFF GRAHAM 
Gram Faceting 
P.O. Box 18385 
Tucson, AZ 85731 

 

BOB KELLER: Bob's Rock Shop/Rock&Gem 
Magazine Online. 
The Internet's first "Zine" for mineral collectors, lapi-
dary hobbyists and rockhounds features online arti-
cles, show and club lists, free classified ads, Rock Net 
and more. 
 
WEBSITE:  http://www.rockhounds.com 
E-MAIL:  bkeller@rockhounds.com 
BOB KELLER 
227 West Rillito Street 
Tucson, AZ 85705 
 

******************************************* 
JOHN KILIAN: The Kilian Collection 
"We sell faceted gemstones, gem rough, mineral 
specimens, jewelry and decorator pieces. The site fea-
tures specimen picture galleries and a picture 
chronology of my faceting activity". 
 
WEBSITE: http:/www.kiliancollection.com 
E-MAIL: info@kiliancollection.com 
Tele:  206-963-9065 or 
          520-229-3209 
JOHN KILIAN 
11535 N. Monika Leigh Place 
Oro Valley, AZ   85737   

******************************************* 
ANDY KILIKAUSKAS: Mojave Gems:  
The purpose of my site is to display my faceted & 
cabbed gems, and to give people some background 
information about gemcutting. 
 
WEBSITE:  http://ndti.net/andyk/wkpage.htm 
E-MAIL:  andyk@ridgenet.net 
 

******************************************* 
ROB KULAKOFSKY: Color Wright.  
Offering major brands of faceting machines, laps, 
saws and accessories at discount prices. We also spe-
cialize in select faceting rough, slabs, cabbing and 
carving rough.  
 
WEBSITE:  http://www.color-wright.com 
E-Mail:  rk@color-wright.com 
Tele:  (Toll free): 877-548-1439 
 

 
The following list is provided for your information 
only, and does not represent an endorsement by 
the USFG.   
 
Any USFG member who is a dealer may have 
their site listed. Please send your information to 
Charlie Moon. Include: 
 
Name of business; e-mail address, snail mail 
address, telephone number, and a brief (25 words 
or less) description of your business. 

USFG MEMBER’S  
WEBSITES 
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Linda McMurray: G.G.: Best Cut Gems 
Featuring custom faceted gemstones, facet rough and 
custom made jewelry. I am also an Ultra Tec Repre-
sentative.  Read my online article “The Language of 
Gems”. 
 
WEBSITE:  www,bestcutgems.com 
Tele:  269-628-4270 
Linda McMurray, G.G. 
P.O. Box 173 
Bloomingdale, MI.  49026 

 

******************************************* 
JEAN MARR: MystiCrystals, Gifts from the 
Heart of the Earth.   
Our searchable web site features information about 
our show schedule, gemstone jewelry, faceted gem-
stones, custom faceting, gem trees, gem tree supplies, 
facet rough, and contains articles by Jean on gemol-
ogy and faceting. 
 

WEBSITE:  www.MystiCrystals.com 
E-Mail:  sales@mysticrylstals.com 
Tele:  336-595-3870 
JEAN MARR 
PO BOX 1815 
Kernersville, NC  12185   

******************************************* 
GLEN & VENETTA PROBST: English Lan-
guage Cyber Center at Brigham Young U. Reveals 
a photo story about  making a gemstone for learners 
of English as a second language. It is part of my web-
site for the English Language Cyber Center At 
Brigham Young University. (Recommended: Excel-
lent article, "Making a Gemstone.") 
 
WEBSITE: http://humanities.byu.edu/elc/student/
adventures/gemstones/gemstone.html 
E-MAIL: softec@itsnet.com 
GLEN W. PROBST 
380 N. 1200 E. 
Orem, Utah 84097 
 

****************************************** 
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JEANNE RIDOLFI: Rock Peddler 
Please visit our website for our complete discount cata-
logue of lapidary equipment and supplies. We sell major 
brands of faceting machines, laps, saws, accessories and 
rough. 
 
WEBSITES: www.rockpeddler.com 
                        www.bestrough.com   — See our new 
                        LOW PRICES for synthetics. 
E-mail:  rp@rockpeddler.com 
Tele:  800-416-4348   (Toll Free in US and Canada) 
                                    Monday – Friday  
                                    10:30 am – 4”30 pm EST 
 
******************************************* 
 
JONATHAN L. ROLFE: Jon Rolfe, Gear-
loose.com.   
Online articles illustrate how to build your own laps, 
faceting machines, digital angle readouts for existing 
production machines. Some examples of Jon's gem-
cutting appear & information re his Batt Lap. There 
are links to other gemcutting sites and organizations. 
 
WEBSITE:  http://www.gearloose.com 
E-MAIL:  webmaster@gearloose.com 
JONATHAN L. ROLFE 
PO Box 533 
North Easton, MA  02356 
 
******************************************************* 
PAULY SANDERS: Sanders Gemology Labs: 
Offering custom gemstone cutting on your rough or  
mine. Cutting Price Schedule is available on request.  
Setting of cut stones to make finished jewelry is also 
available. Website lists examples of my stones, sold  
and for sale. 
 

WEBSITE:  http://home.midwest.net/~redhog 
E-MAIL:  redhog@midwest.net 
Tele: 618-942-3448 
SANDERS GEMOLOGY LABS 
516 N. 13th St. 
Herrin, IL  62948 

******************************************* 
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 Newsletter Now 
Offered in PDF 

 
The USFG  Newsletter is now 
available via e-mail in PDF for-
mat. If you wish to receive elec-
tronic delivery of your newsletter, 
please send your request to:    
 
       usfgnewsletter@cox.net.   
 
Be sure to keep your current e-
mail address on record with the 
Guild. You may also need to 
check your Spam filter to allow 
delivery, and be sure to keep 
Adobe Reader updated. 

MIKE SCANLAN: Pebble Designs 
Rough and cut gemstones, finished jewelry and  
jewelry components. 
 

WEBSITE:  www.pebbledesignsbymolly.com 
E-MAIL:  pebbledesigns@aol.com 
OR   scanlanmg@aol.com 
MIKE SCANLAN 
PO BOX 1014 
Hixson TN 37343 

******************************************* 

JOHN WRIGHT: Gem Stone Cutting.   
Photographs show every detail of faceting, facet 
rough, cutting diagrams, finished stones and 
carat gold gemstone jewelry. 
 
WEBSITE:  http://GemCutting.home.att.net 
E-Mail:  GemCutting@att.net 
Tele:  859-272-0421 
JOHN WRIGHT 
4825 Coral Creek Circle 
Lexington, KY 40515 
*******************************************            
 
CHARLES L. MOON: Moon Stones. 
Lapidary and Faceting Equipment.   
Business primarily one of "drop shipping." 
 
E-Mail:  clmoon@pacbell.net 
Tele:  707-822-6063 
CHARLES L. MOON 
155 Myrtle Court 
Arcata, CA  95521-6511 
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Local Guilds 
 

 
Tomoka Faceters Guild of North Daytona Beach 
N. Daytona Beach, FL. 
 

WEBSITE: 
www.tomokagemmineralsociety.com/TFG.htm  
 
 

USFG WEBSITE  
 

     http://www.usfacetersguild.org 
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UNITED STATES FACETERS GUILD 
Application for Membership 

 
The USFG is open to faceters everywhere. Our primary goal is to improve the art and science of faceting through 
our newsletter and correspondence. Our secondary goal is to improve competitions and competition rules, both 
in the U.S. and internationally. Officers are elected every two years for 2 year terms. Issues are voted on by mail. 
Members receive our Quarterly Newsletter, usually containing about 20 pages each, and the right to participate 
in the USFG activities. New members receive a copy of our By-Laws upon request. 
 
Name:  Mr.__Mrs._  Ms._     ____________                                                         Date                              . 
 
Street Address                                                                                    Telephone                                          . 
 
City, State, Zip                                                                                                                                                . 
 
I am a faceter                         I am interested in becoming a faceter       . 
 
How long have you been faceting?                  . 
   
I compete or have competed at the following levels: 
 
Junior                  Novice            Intermediate          Advanced           Master                . 
 
I do not wish to compete 
 
I have a display case_____12 stones_____20+ stones_____Educational_____Other                     . 
 
Which machine do you cut with?                                                                         . 
 
Do you cut commercially?    Yes_____No___Are you a gemstone dealer? Yes             No         . 
 
Do you need help with, or information about, your type of machine? Yes             No  . 
 
Have you judged in competitions? Yes_____No_____Interested in judging? Yes        No         . 
 
Have you given talks or written articles on faceting? Yes_____No_____. 
 
E-mail address if applicable                                               . 
 
Are you a member of the Faceters Digest? Yes_____No_____. 
 
Do you belong to other faceting guilds? Yes_____No_____If Yes, please list below: 
 
                                                                                           . 
 
Are you interested in serving as a USFG officer?  If so, please list below: 
 
                                                                                            . 
 
Special talents or interests to share? Please list below: 
 
                                                                                             . 
 
Enclosed is my check for $18 (U.S.) for 1 year membership in USFG. 
 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  DON DUNN 
MAIL THIS FORM PLUS CHECK TO:                    
                                                                                                                                                 
Don Dunn 
993 Renown Rd. 
Dayton, OH      45430-1112  
Telephone: (937) 426-5112 
 

 
I would like to receive my newsletter via e-mail in PDF 
format. My current e-mail address is: 
 


