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United States Faceters Guild 

Inside this issue: Promoting the art, skill and teaching of faceting 

Expanding the knowledge of natural and man-
made crystals 

Developing and promoting uniform rules for 
faceting competitions within the U.S.A. and 

among other countries 

Sponsoring or assisting in managed                   
competitions 

Serving as a national repository for faceting      
designs, published materials and general                

information for  faceters everywhere 



President’s Message 
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The OPLC Hob Nob had a nice turn out, and we all had a great time. I met many old friends 
and many new ones from beginners to masters. One person I never expected to meet was 
Alexandre Wolkonsky from France. Dieter Irmischer ran into him at one of the gem shows 
and invited him to the Hob Nob. For those that don’t know of him, he is a well known gem 
diagram designer. I cut one of his designs for the Australian International Challenge a few 
years ago, and there are several of his designs in Data Vue. His designs are all done with a 
hand held calculator. He was a very pleasant man and very interesting to talk to. Several 
days later I talked with Dieter and Alexandre had given Dieter three notes on subjects of in-
terest to me, Paul Head and Sylvia Czayo. 

 Our Monster faceting machine drew a lot of interest from the whole group and I had a 
great time with Ed Romack of the Dare Devil Faceters talking about cutting stones that 
weigh in kilos instead of carats. 

 The next day I called a meeting of the USFG and the minutes of that meeting are elsewhere 
in this newsletter.  We also are going to start publishing our financial reports in the news 
letter. 

 Tax time is here again and this is the second of three years that I have to fill out the Federal 
forms for the Non Profit 501 3C, then only one more to go. 

 Our membership is holding around 350 up some and down some, I would like to see it at 
400 plus as it would give us more options with the news letter and a few other things I 
would like to get done. 

 The single stone competition will be here by the next news letter, I have three, possibly 
four, new faceters cutting for the Novice - all from the Tucson area. They are all very enthu-
siastic about cutting and I look forward to all of them doing well. 

 Please support your local Guild and the USFG with your membership. 

 

Art Kavan 



Dues and Newsletter Policy 

Officers 2006-2008 

publication of the United States 
Faceters Guild, published in March, 
June, September and December.  It 
is delivered by mail or e-mail to all 
paid members of the Guild.  Mem-
bership dues are $18 
per year (USD) and 
are payable to the 
USFG Treasurer. 

Opinions expressed 
are those of the edi-
tor, contributing 
members, or quoted 
authors, and do not necessarily rep-
resent the United States Faceters 
Guild or its membership. The news-
letter is for the express purpose of 
sharing information with the mem-
bers and other faceting guilds, and 
has no intent to show preference to 
or cause damage to any product, 
manufacturer or commercial com-
pany. 

Newsletter Submissions 

Correspondence concerning the 
content of the newsletter, exchange 
bulletins and newsletters should be 
sent to the editor. 

 

Items submitted 
for publication in 
the newsletter 
should be sent to: 

   

usfgnewsletter @cox.net                   
or mailed to                                   
Jenny Clark                                      

1321 N. 66 Place                           
Mesa, AZ  85205 

All items should be received no 
later than the 20th of the month 
preceding publication date. 

Renewing members will  be sent a 
new membership card  with the 
next newsletter. 

POST YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
CARD IN A CONSPICUOUS 
PLACE AS A TIMELY RE-
MINDER OF YOUR MEMBER-
SHIP EXPIRATION DATE. 

If your membership will expire be-
fore the next issue, the address 
label will display DUES DUE. 

All members receiving a DUES DUE 
issue will receive one more compli-
mentary issue bearing a FINAL RE-
MINDER notation. 

For ALL members who elect not to 
renew their  membership, the FI-
NAL REMINDER will be the final 
issue mailed. 

The USFG Newsletter is a quarterly 
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REMINDER: 

Bulk mail is NOT 

forwarded.  Please 

keep your address 

updated. 

President:   Art Kavan 

art_sandy@juno.com  Oro Valley, AZ 

Vice President:  Jim Clark 

tom21r@cox.net  Mesa, AZ 

Secretary:   Ron Snelling,  

    Broomfield, CO 
ron.snelling@draegermed.com 

Treasurer:   Jeff Ford             

jeffinkzoo@sbcglobal.net 2410 N. 2nd Street 
    Kalamazoo, MI  
    49009 

    Please  make all checks payable to 

USFG . 

Board of Directors 

Editor:   Jenny Clark, Mesa AZ 

usfgnewsletter@cox.net 2006—December 2007 

WebMaster:  Dan Linder, Concord, CA 

dan@madfrog.net  Jan—December 2006 

eke@compuserve.com Wing Evans, Austin, TX  
    2006—December 2007 

Appointed Staff 

Historian:  Glenn Klein, Lake Forest, CA 

glennklein@yahoo.com 

Advisor:  Charles L. Moon, Arcata, CA  

clmoon@pacbell.net 

Membership: Jeff Ford, Kalamazoo, MI       

jeffinkzoo@sbcglobal.net 
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In this article I would like to talk about how 
optics and light relate to faceting.  As always, 
I would like the readers to understand that 
this is my experience as related to these sub-
jects, and by no means do I think of myself 
as an authority or the final word on the sub-
ject.  You may have other experiences or 
think your methods and ideas are better, and 
they may be.  My suggestion would be to 
send us an article and share you opinions 
and experiences with the group. 

 I, like many others before me, have gone 
through most of these same experiences. My 
first loupe was a 10 X and around a 10 mm 
lens.  Very inadequate,  (the small lens)  es-
pecially for competition cutting, but I used 
that loupe for the first couple of years and 
won several competitions using it.  I then got 
the idea that if ten was good how about 15X 
or heck maybe a 20X. By the way X stands 
for power— like 10X is 10 times what you 
normally see.  I say that because when you 
buy an Opti- visor the number does not 
mean the power.  In an Opti - visor I believe 
the highest power is 3 ½,  but the number 
may say seven. I only use them for setting 
stones  -- never for cutting stones, but I 
know a lot of faceters do use them to cut 
with. 

Anyway, back to the loupes. Loupes do have 
some negatives. First buy the best one you 
can afford, and always a triplet. One way to 
test your loupe is to set it down on a bar 
code. If you see any distortion at all that is 
not good. Most of the time if you see any dis-
tortion it will be on the edges. You can buy a 
decent loupe for twelve or fifteen dollars, but 

fifty to ninety will buy you a very good loupe of at 
least 21 mm.   

Remember, you only have to buy a good loupe 
once, and the larger lens will be more comfortable 
to look through. I recommend that you buy a 10X 
for the following reason. A 10X loupe requires a 
one inch distance, but will see down into the stone 
and also allow more light to inspect the stone.  As 
you go into higher powers, like 15X ,  you are down 
to ¾ inch distance.  At 20X you are down to ½ 
inch distance, cutting off the light and putting any 
inclusions that are in the stone out of focus. It is 
true that the magnification is up, but you can’t see 
into the stone — nor can you get the proper 
amount of light on it for good inspection. 

 I have used a $325  Mono scope that is 40X for 
some of the world competitions I have cut for, but 
have mostly given up on it as being impractical for 
some of the following reasons. First off , at higher 
than 10X you start running into dramatic lighting 
problems. By this I mean that when you look 
through the Mono scope the facet meet point is 
not where you see it unless the light is just right. 
You have to first educate yourself to understand 
how light affects magnification, and it takes some 
time to do this. After you master that, and a few 
logistic problems, you have another big problem. 
That is polish, because you can’t actually inspect 
the polish with the 40X. You must have a way of 
getting in with your 10X — or do as most of us 
competition cutters do and develop polishing skills 
that require very little inspection. Also it takes a 
very long time putting in your meet points , and if 
you over cut or do get a scratch towards the end 
you have to go all the way back and start over 
again in order to work the scratch out. In my opin-
ion the 10X loupe is the best tool for competition 

How to and What For #8  

By Art Kavan 
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and hobby cutting.  

I have heard of, and seen, all kinds of elabo-
rate lighting set ups. I believe you should 
keep it simple. This is what I have used and 
settled on for me as far as lighting goes. 

I use just a simple light I bought from Home 
Depot for $9.95. It sits on a swivel, has a 
black shade with white inside, measures 
about eight inches in diameter and two feet 
in height. I put it about ten inches above the 
mast using a 100 watt clear bulb. I have been 
in a lot of competitions. I scored 100 in my 
novice, scored 100 in intermediate, scored 
100 in a masters, and scored 100 in world 
competition, all with the same light set up.  

Again, you must use what you are comfort-
able with. For me the above works the best. 
Have I tried other systems?  You bet!  I tried 
everything imaginable from halogens to 
mercury vapors and everything in between. I 
even tried multiple lighting. When you start 
adding light from different directions you 
start adding problems with optics.  

When you get to where you think you are 
getting good with your polishing, take the 
stone out in natural sunlight and inspect it 
with the 10X. A little humility never hurt 
anybody. Believe me,  examining your stone 
in the sunlight is very humbling!  

USFG Annual Meeting                     
Minutes, Feb 5, 2006 

The annual meeting in Tucson, AZ. was attended by: 
Jim Foster, Jaime DeZobeldia, Misty Edmonds, Andrei 
Brodeik, Paul Head, Keith Wyman, Glenn Klein, Jim 
Clark, Jenny Clark, Art Kavan. 

Meeting was called to order by President Art Kavan at  
10:12 a.m. 

The 2006 proposed budget of $5341 was presented.  
Our 2005 income was $6300. 

There will be a quarterly Treasurer’s Report published 
in the newsletter. This report will be generated by Jeff 
Ford, the new Treasurer, using Quick Books. 

An effort to develop a program to encourage  local 
Guilds to present symposiums was made.  The initial 
suggestion was to underwrite these events by $300 to 
help provide groups with funds for speakers and teach-
ers.  Details are still to be finalized. 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:47 a.m. 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

When paying your dues, PLEASE 
make your checks payable to 

USFG 

This will greatly simplify the bank-
ing process for the Treasurer. 

USFG                                 
Summary Balance Sheet                            

February 16, 2006 

Current Assets                                                               
 Checking/Savings                
 Other                       
Total Current Assets     
Total Assets                       
Liabilities & Equity       
Current Liabilities         
 Accounts Payable   
Total Current Liabilities 
Total Liabilities               
Equity                                 
Total Liabilities & Equity 

   18,575.74 
 72.00 

18.647.74 
18647.74 

 

 100.00     
 100.00   

100.00  
18547.74   
18647.74       
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Hi everyone!  Just wanted to come up on-line 
and say that my Ultra-Tec and I are up and 
running in scenic Kabul, Afghanistan. 

 

Sorry for the delay.  I’ve been here since the 
first of the year.  I have been able to find a few 
minutes of free time almost every day to relax 
(and facet).  But of course I have fallen behind 
on the faceting projects that I planned to ac-
complish while living the good life here in Ka-
bul. 

 

My Ultra-Tec continues to work perfectly.  I’ll 
keep my fingers crossed.  I’m running it off of 
generator power which is not 100%,  but is 
better than the city power supply.   I did opt to 
bring a transformer to adjust to the different 
voltage used here in Afghanistan (220 verses 
110). 

 

I have not spent much time shopping on the 
local economy (just haven’t found time), but I 
have checked gem/rough prices at a couple of 
the local bazaars (the ones frequented by coa-
lition military and foreign aid workers).  I 
know a lot of folks have friends and family 
serving over here that are buying souvenirs 
and other goodies from here.  Sorry, but there 
is no good news to report about rock hunting 
at the local bazaars.  Overall, the stones being 
sold at these bazaars here are low quality and 
there are many synthetics being sold as genu-
ine.  More bad news – although there is still a 
lot of Lapis available in carved,  faceted,  cab-
bed, rough, plates, vases and every other imag-
inable form - - the quality being sold at the ba-
zaars is significantly lower then what I was 
able to load up with during my last fun-filled 
trip to Afghanistan about three years ago.  My 
Afghan interpreter is searching for quality 
rough contacts for me (away from the bazaar 

vendors), but I’m not optimistic. 

 

Several local stone vendors have started 
bringing me sacks full of rough….but almost 
none of it is facet grade…or if it is facet grade, 
the color is the worst I’ve ever seen (unless 
you prefer either dark – almost black - tour-
maline or very light watermelon tourmaline)
…and I am trying my best to not get frus-
trated as I have to repeat (for the 100th time) 
“yes, it is very clean, but no, I am not inter-
ested in any fluorite rough”.  The vendors at 
the bazaars seem to be doing well here…there 
are lot’s of foreigners buying up the stones …
they just don’t seem to wonder why a large 
flawless ruby (which would be priceless if it 
was natural) is sitting on a table where all the 
other variety of stones are very poor color or 
heavily included or both.  The ethics of the 
local vendors here varies greatly (just like in 
the US).  My experience here is that most 
vendors here will eventually admit that some 
of the stones are synthetic.  Surprisingly, 
there are a small number of vendors here 
who are very up front and honest in pointing 
out their synthetics – good for them!!  For 
some vendors, it takes a bit of work to get 
them to admit a stone is synthetic -  for ex-
ample, if you ask about a strange looking opal 
stone, normally the first comment the vendor 
will make when you ask if it’s natural or syn-
thetic is something like “Oh these are 
‘Kashmere’ Opals”…then if you push him to 
answer if the stone is synthetic or not or what 
a “Kashmere” Opal is, the vendor will say 
something equally not useful such as “Oh, 
Opal is not a native stone of Afghanistan”  --- 
an interesting fact, but not useful in deter-
mining if the stone is synthetic or not …  at 
that point the vendor is really hoping that 
you’ll quit asking them questions and just go 
away…but if you persist, he (sorry, but there 
are no women vendors here…yet) will eventu-
ally admit that the opal is lab created (so 

Faceting in Afghanistan 

By Mike Sakos 
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what an Afghan calls a “Kashmere Opal” is a 
synthetic Opal…of course, never willing to 
loose a potential sale, the vendor will quickly 
bring out a tray of natural opals (you can tell 
they are natural because they will be milk 
white with virtually nonexistent fire). 

From my trips to the bazaar here, I’ve seen the 
following synthetics:  Lot’s of ruby (although 
there is a lot of highly included natural ruby 
available), some sapphire (but most of the sap-
phire is natural – just low quality), lots of syn-
thetic opal (which doesn’t even look close to 
natural), some alexandrite.  Surprisingly, I 
have not seen synthetic emerald here…I sus-
pect that is because synthetic emerald rough 
costs a lot more than synthetic ruby rough.  I 
also haven’t seen synthetic amethyst or ci-
trine….there is plenty of very pale, color zoned 
or included natural quartz. 

Fortunately, I brought plenty of rough with me 
to cut in my spare time…the Afghan customs 
officials were too busy salivating over my two 
laptop computers to even notice everything 
else I brought , including my Ultra Tec.   Their 
view on my two laptops was that if I brought 
two into Afghanistan then one was obviously 
brought into Afghanistan for resale (I can only 
imagine what they would have said about the 
kilos of rough I had in my other bags)…
actually, one of the laptops was the company 
provided laptop for use in my office and the 
other was my personal laptop to use at the 
‘safe house’ where I sleep…and on occasion 
facet.  I was very happy that my company re-
imbursed me for the customs charge for the 
‘extra’ laptop!  I didn’t have any other troubles 
transporting my faceting equipment from the 
US (TSA did inspect my bags), except that 
when I traveled through Dubai, UAE - They 
took quite an interest in my Laps (of all 
things!)….they wanted me to open one of the 
laps so that they could see inside…it took quite 
a while to explain that laps are solid steel and 
they don’t unscrew or open up…I eventually 
got through UAE customs.  Our military folks 
fly directly into the military airbase here and 
do not travel through Kabul International air-
port (which in accordance with last months 

London Conference is to achieve full Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organization compliance 
by the end of 2010) so most folks don’t get to 
experience Afghan Customs in operation or 
the unique Kabul Int’l Airport experience. 

I wasn’t able to make Tucson this year...wife 
went without me, but I still intend a quick gem 
hunting trip to Brazil later this summer and 
because I’m in the area, I will be making my 
first gem hunting trip to India next month.  I’ll 
also be in Thailand in March. 

I did not come to Afghanistan expecting to 
find rough (but I’m always the optimist)…I will 
mostly be bringing back rugs from the Tajik 
region of Afghanistan.  The rugs sold in the 
Bazaar are not quite the quality I want – but 
my Afghan interpreter has found a couple of 
local rug dealers who understand the quality 
I’m looking for. 

 

Anyway, just wanted to give a quick update on 
what I’ve seen available here in Afghanistan 
and to let everyone know that I’m alive and 
well, and enjoying the group messages via the 
internet (except when the generator goes out), 
and I will be back in good ol’ North Carolina as 
soon as possible! 

Mike posted this message to the USFG  Faceter’s 
List., and gave his permission for it to be printed 
here. 

Welcome New Members 

 

John Albright, NJ  

Fred C. Meetze Sr.,   S.C. 

Johathan W. Scroggins, LA 

 

We’re glad you joined us! 
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OPLC Faceter’s Hobnob 

The Old Pueblo Lapidary Club ‘s 2006 Hobnob 
on February 4 in Tucson was well attended — 
over 70 folks signed in.   This event is a rare 
opportunity for faceters to meet others from 
around the country — in fact...from around the 
world.  At least one  attendee was from France, 
and another was from Australia.  It also af-
fords an opportunity to put faces to familiar 
names from the USFG Faceter’s List.  The only 
thing lacking was enough time to get around to 
meet and visit with everyone.  

As usual, there was a variety of pizza and sodas 
available for dinner.  Karla Irmischer gener-
ously baked several cakes, and Sandy Kavan 
baked a pan of brownies. No one left hungry.  
There was good company, good food, and a 
good time had by all.   

The traditional “Most Beautiful Stone” contest 
was held again this year.  This competition is 
based solely on eye appeal, and this year a 
panel of “judges” was selected randomly from  Ernie Hawes and Rob Kulakofsky discussing laps, etc. 

those attending.  The competition consists of two 
categories — natural and synthetic stones.  This 
year Paul Head won the synthetic stone division 
with a 16.5 mm cubic zirconia heart.  The natural 
division was won by Andrei Brodzik for his 11.5 x 
7.5 Afgani tourmaline oval.  Andrei is a newcomer 
to the Tucson area, and relatively new to faceting. 
Congratulations, plaques and bragging rights to 
both winners. 
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Those attending this year were 
also treated to a first hand look 
at a new Monster Faceting Ma-
chine being put together by 
OPLC members Art Kavan, Billy 
Bob Riley and Tom Miller.  The 
project was inspired by the work 
of Ed Romack and the Dare 
Devil Faceters.  This machine is 
truly a … MONSTER!  The ma-
chine has a 97 lb. base plate, 
uses a  20” diameter lap — 1/2” 
stainless steel  with 1/8” solid 
copper disks bonded on each 
side, 1 3/8” stainless steel mast, 
a 1 hp DC motor, and 1” dops.  
Faceting on this machine is cer-
tainly NOT something to be un-
dertaken by the faint-hearted. 

Rally Round the Monster! 

Art Kavan, Jim Foster, Keith Wyman, Billy Bob Riley, unknown guest, Gary Kratochvil, Bill Harvey 
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Art Kavan, John Franke and “Bob-a-lou”     
engage in some good faceting talk  while       

Tyler Allen inspects Most Beautiful Stone    
entries in the background. 

Lots of information being exchanged. 

“Murray” Hiller and Glenn Klein discuss some  
of the finer points of faceting. 
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Faceting Facts & Figures 
by Jeff Ford 

 

The following data was gleaned from the approximately 650 USFG membership forms that the USFG 
has on file; the data contains both active and inactive members.  By no means is this data meant to 
be representative of the greater community of faceters.  Also note the factors such as the strength of 
local guilds and general population of a given state will greatly influence local distributions. 

 

For a point of discussion:  The USFGfaceterslist, owned and moderated by myself, sponsored by the 
USFG, and hosted by Yahoo currently has something over 1325 members around the globe.  http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/usfgfaceterslist 

 

Faceting Machines Members Use  

Note: The machines reported are taken from the most recent membership/renewal applications on 
file, i.e., cutters may have replaced or upgraded machines over the years. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Machine 
Re-
ported 

% of 
total 

Ultra-Tec 200 30.8 
Facetron 161 24.8 
Blank (no data offered) 97 14.9 
Fac-Ette 41 6.3 
Graves 40 6.2 
Lee 22 3.4 
Poly-Metric 22 3.4 
MDR 14 2.2 
XS3 9 1.4 
Imperial 8 1.2 
Sapphire 8 1.2 
Home Built 4 0.6 
None 4 0.6 
Prismatic 4 0.6 
American 3 0.5 
Taylor 2 0.3 
Other 2 0.3 
Alpha Taurus 1 0.2 
Diamante 1 0.2 
Exacta 1 0.2 
Facet Meister 1 0.2 
Posipin 1 0.2 
Hamag 1 0.2 
Imahashi 1 0.2 
VJ 1 0.2 
      
Total 649 100.0 
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Where do we live? 
 

 

 

 State Faceters     State 
Fa-
ceters 

% of 
total 

              
Alaska 1     California 115 17.7 
Alabama 5     Texas 46 7.1 
Arkansas 2     Arizona 44 6.8 
Australia 1     Washington 38 5.9 
Arizona 44     Ohio 34 5.2 
Belgium 1     North Carolina 31 4.8 
California 115     Michigan 29 4.5 
Canada 20     Florida 27 4.2 
Colorado 21     Colorado 21 3.2 
Connecticut 4     Canada 20 3.1 
Finland 1     Oregon 20 3.1 
Florida 27     Georgia 15 2.3 
France 1     Illinois 12 1.8 
Georgia 15     New York 12 1.8 
Germany 1     Pennsylvania 12 1.8 
Guam 1     Montana 10 1.5 
Hawaii 1     Massachusetts 9 1.4 
Iowa 5     Tennessee 9 1.4 
Idaho 7     Wisconsin 9 1.4 
Illinois 12     Kansas 8 1.2 
Indiana 7     Maryland 8 1.2 
Jordan 1     Idaho 7 1.1 
Kansas 8     Indiana 7 1.1 
Kentucky 3     South Carolina 7 1.1 
Louisiana 5     Minnesota 6 0.9 
Massachusetts 9     Alabama 5 0.8 
Maryland 8     Iowa 5 0.8 
Main 5     Louisiana 5 0.8 
Michigan 29     Main 5 0.8 
Minnesota 6     Mississippi 5 0.8 
Missouri 4     New Jersey 5 0.8 
Mississippi 5     New Mexico 5 0.8 
Montana 10     Nevada 5 0.8 
North Carolina 31     Virginia 5 0.8 
North Dakota 1     Connecticut 4 0.6 
Nebraska 2     Missouri 4 0.6 
Netherlands 1     Utah 4 0.6 
New Hampshire 2     Kentucky 3 0.5 
New Jersey 5     Arkansas 2 0.3 
New Mexico 5     Nebraska 2 0.3 
Nevada 5     New Hampshire 2 0.3 
New York 12     Oklahoma 2 0.3 
Colorado 1     Puerto Rico 2 0.3 
Ohio 34     Rode Island 2 0.3 
Oklahoma 2     South Dakota 2 0.3 
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 Make a new friend! 

(...the Editor) 

 

Write an article for the newsletter.   

It can be technical, anecdotal, humorous,  a faceting 
design … basically anything to do with our hobby 

and interests. 

Tell us about your faceting experiences,  tips,      
rough hunting, etc. 

Remember...this is YOUR newsletter! 

Help 

Wanted 

Oregon 20     Vermont 2 0.3 
Pennsylvania 12     West Virginia 2 0.3 
Puerto Rico 2     Alaska 1 0.2 
Rode Island 2     Australia 1 0.2 
South Carolina 7     Belgium 1 0.2 
South Dakota 2     Finland 1 0.2 
Spain 1     France 1 0.2 
Sweden 1     Germany 1 0.2 
Tennessee 9     Guam 1 0.2 
Texas 46     Hawaii 1 0.2 
Utah 4     Jordan 1 0.2 
Virginia 5     North Dakota 1 0.2 
Vermont 2     Netherlands 1 0.2 
Washington 38     Colorado 1 0.2 
Wisconsin 9     Spain 1 0.2 
West Virginia 2     Sweden 1 0.2 
Wyoming 1     Wyoming 1 0.2 
              
              
Totals 649       649 100.0 
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The following cutters have successfully  
completed the certification process             

for  the indicated skill levels 

USFG Certified Cutters 

N P M 

* N=Novice, P= Pre-Master, M=Master 

Adams, Winnifred N. 2001     
Aughenbaugh, Ernest 
S. 2001 2003  2004 
Barringer, Bill 2003     
Blanchard, Stephen T. 2002 2003   
Brockman, Stanley 2004 2005   
Brower, Frank 2002 2004   
Call, Robert   2004   
Capps, Jerry     2001 
Carlson, Lynn 2003     
Clark, James 2002 2003 2004 
Colton, Earl 2003 2004   
Corn, David 2004     
Crookston, David 2005     
Dunn, Don     2001 
Dutcher, David 2000 2001   
Fariless, Dick     2004 
Flynn, Chuck 2003     
Ford, Jeff 2003 2004   
Foster, Jim 2002 2005   
Franke, John   2000   
Freeman, Jack 2000 2003 2004 
Friar, Jim 2002 2003   
Goodwin, Gene 2000     
Greenway, Robert 2002     
Grillett, Larry 2004     
Gross, Jack     2000 
Hanson, Don 2000     
Henderson, Olivia 2003     
Hill, Jerry 2005     
Holbert, Norm 2000     
Holstein, Ed 2004     
Hulkill, Alan 2001     
Irmischer, Dieter     2001 
Johnson, Barry 2000     

Johnson, Dale 2000     
Kaufman, George 2001 2002   
Kavan, Arthur     2000 
Keller, Bob 2001     
Kratochvil, Gary   2003   
Lindenbaum, Harvey 2004     
Louton, Bill 2000 2001   
McDermott, Dennis 2003     
McMillen, David 2003     
Millard, Suzette 2005     
Montoro, Ray 2001     
Nelson, Maynard 2003 2004   
Newman, Paul 2005     
Perkins, Jim 2000 2003   
Pierce, Ryan 2002     
Postlethwait, Les 2005     
Praska, Bob 2000     
Redmond, Ron 2000     
Roberts, Don 2000     
Robertson, Arnold 2001 2002 2003 
Sackos, Michael 2005     
Skalitzky, William   2001   
Skelly, Mike 2001     
Smith, Ivan 2004     
Smith, Matt 2000     
Starnes, Rockey E. 2003     
Stephens, James 2000     
StoneBrook, Phil 2003   2005 
Terpening, Allen 2000     
Tsai, Meng-Hsin 2005     
Vaughn, Kenneth 2000 2002 2004 
Visser, John     2001 
Weir, James 2000     
Winberg, Olli 2003 2004   
Yanda, Melvin L. 2001     
Zally, Dan     2004 

N P M 
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Newsletter Exchanges 

The USFG is currently involved in newsletter and 
information exchanges with  the following news-
letters and their respective publishing Guilds. 

We welcome any information about your Guild 
activities.  If you Guild is planning seminars, 
symposiums, competitions, etc., send us the 
event and contact information for publication. 

If your Guild isn’t listed, and, and you would like 
to exchange newsletters with the USFG, please 
contact: 

Jenny Clark:  usfgnewsletter@cox.net 

 

Angles:  Faceters Guild of Southern                                                

California 

Faceter’s Stonechat:  UK  Cutters Guild 

Facets:  Columbia-Willamette  Faceter’s Guild 

Facet Talk:    Australian Faceter’s Guild 

Meet Points: Vancouver Island Faceter’s 

Guild 

The Crystal and Gem News:   North            

Puget Sound Faceting Guild 

The Cut of the Month:  Tomoka Faceters 

Guild  of N. Daytona Beach, FL.  

Texas Faceter’s Guild Newsletter 

Off the Dop:Intermountain Faceter’s  Guild 

The Transfer Block:  Faceter’s Guild of                                    

Northern California 

Editor’s Note: 

Reprinting Articles 

We have had some requests for more Novice 
oriented material.  In an effort  to meet this 
need we will, from time to time, be reprint-
ing articles from previous issues of the USFG 
Newsletter. 

The article on the next two pages  originally  
appeared in the  December, 2001 issue. Our 
sincere hope is that this will be helpful to all 
our members. 

If you have specific requests or interests, 
please feel free send your comments or re-
quests to: 

Jenny Clark                                            
usfgnewsletter@cox.net 

ATTENTION… 

ALL MASTERS 

NAFC Reminder 

There is still time to enter the 2007 North 
American Faceting Challenge.  This is a 
Masters only competition open to any quali-
fied Master in the world.  The application 
deadline is August 25, 2006.  The stone sub-
mission deadline is January 20, 2007, so you 
still have plenty of time to cut the required two 
stones.  The announcement, entry form and 
cutting diagrams are available on the USFG 
website at:  

usfgfacetersguild.org 



Page 16 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F a c e t e r s  G u i l d  V o l u m e  1 6 ,  N u m b e r  1  

 



Page 17 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F a c e t e r s  G u i l d  V o l u m e  1 6 ,  N u m b e r  1  



Page 18 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F a c e t e r s  G u i l d  V o l u m e  1 6 ,  N u m b e r  1  

 



Page 19 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  F a c e t e r s  G u i l d  V o l u m e  1 6 ,  N u m b e r  1  

UNITED STATES FACETERS GUILD 
Application for Membership 

 
Membership to the USFG is open to faceters, or people interested in faceting, everywhere.  Our primary goal is to im-
prove the art and science of faceting through our newsletter and correspondence.  Our secondary goal is to improve 
competitions and competition rules, both in the US and internationally.  Officers are elected every two years for 2 year 
terms, taking place in even years.  Issues are voted on by mail.  Members will receive our Quarterly Newsletter - usually 
about 20 pages each, and the right to participate in the USFG activities.  The By-Laws of the USFG may be reviewed at 
our website. 
http://www.usfacetersguild.org/docs/USFGbylaws.pdf   
 
 
Name ________________________________________________________ Date _________________________  
 
Street Address _________________________________________________ Telephone ____________________  
 
City, State, Zip ________________________________________________ E-mail _______________________  
 
I am a faceter ______ I am interested in becoming a faceter ______  
 
I do not wish to compete at this time_______   I compete or have competed at the following levels:  
 
Junior_____ Novice _____ Intermediate ______PreMaster ______ Advanced ______ Master ______  
 
I have a display case ____ 12 stones ____ 20+ stones ____ Educational _____ Other ______  
 
Which machine(s) do you cut with? _________________________________________________________  
 
Do you cut commercially? ____________________________ Are you a dealer?  ______________________  
 
Have you judged in competitions? _____________ Are you interested in judging? ______________________  
 
Have you given talks or written articles on faceting? _______________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Special talents or interests to share? ____________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Membership is $18 USD for one (1) year - please remit US funds only. 
Alternately members may choose to renew for multiple years at $18 per year. 
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Comments, notes or additional membership information: 
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The following list is provided for your information 
only, and does not represent an endorsement by 
the USFG. 

Any USFG member who is a dealer may have their 
site listed. Please send your information to Charlie 
Moon.  Include: 

Name of business; e-mail address, snail mail ad-
dress, telephone number, and a brief (25 words or 
less) description of your business. 

 

John Franke:  Facet Shoppe                     
Since 1990 we promote the art of gem cutting by of-
fering information, rough and cut gemstones, lapi-
dary equipment and supplioes for faceters of all skill 
levels, and maintain the Davavue Gem Design Data-
base.  NO e-mail — write or call for free price list. 

WEBSITE:  http://www.gemcutter.com 
E-Mail: facet@gemcutter.com               
FAX:   360-385-9256                                
TELE: 360-385-4520                                 
John Franke                                                   
P.O. Box 449                                                  
Port Townsend, WA  98368 

 

 

Jeff Graham:  Gram Faceting                              

Rough available:  Tourmaline, Garnet, Sapphires, 
Quartz, Beryl, Peridot, Topaz, Gram Faceting books, 
“ask Jeff” faceting related questions, cut stones, 
links. 

WEBSITE: http://www.faceters.com       
E-Mail: jeff@faceters.com                         
Jeff Graham                                                        
Gram Faceting                                                   
P.O. Box 18385                                                      
Tucson, AZ  85731 

John Kilian:  The Kilian Collection               
“We sel faceted gemstones, gem rough, mineral 
specimens, jewelry and decorator pieces.  The site 
features specimen picture galleries and a picture 
chronology of my faceting activity.” 

WEBSITE:  http://
www.kiliancollection.com                            
E-Mail:  info@kiliancollection.com                    
TELE: 206-963-9065 or                                                  
   520-229-3209                                  
John Kilian                                                          
11535 N. Monika Leigh Place                           
Oro Valley, AZ  85737 

 

 

Rob Kulakofsky:  Color Wright                   
Offering major brands of faceting machines, laps, 
saws and accessories at discount prices.  We also 
specialize in select faceting rough, slabs, cabbing and 
carving rough. 

WEBSITE: http://www.color-wright.com 
E-Mail: rk@color-wright.com              
TELE: (toll-free) 877-548-1439 

 

 

Jean Marr:  MystiCrystals, Gifts from the 
Heart of the Earth                                                

Our searchable website features information about 
our show schedule, gemstone jewelry, faceted gem-
stones, custom faceting, gem trees, gem gree sup-
plies, facet rough, and contains articles by Jean on 
gemology and faceting. 

WEBSITE:  www.mysticrystals.com           
E-Mail:  sales@myysticrystals.com         
TELE: 336-595-3870                                       
Jean Marr                                                          
P.O.Box 1815                                                        
Kernersville, NC   12185 
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Jeanne Ridolfi:  Rock Peddler                     
Please visit our website for our complete discount 
catalogue of lapidary equipment and supplies.  We 
sell major brands of faceting machines, laps, saws, 
accessories and rough. 

WEBSITE:  www.rockpeddler.com                            
             www.bestrough.com — see our                       

              new LOW PRICES for synthetics.      

E-Mail:  rp@rockpeddler.com                    
TELE:  800-416-4348                                         
 Toll free in US and Canada,                        
 Monday-Friday, 10:30— 4:30 EST. 

 

 

Jonathan L. Rolfe:  Jon Rolfe, Gearloose 

Online articles illustrate how to build your own laps, 
faceting machines, digital angle readouts for existing 
production machines.  Some examples of Jon’s gem-
cutting appear & information re his Batt Lap.  There 
are links to other gem cutting sites and organiza-
tions. 

WEBSITE:  http:www.gearloose.com          
E-Mail: USFG@gearloose.com                  
Johathan L. Rolfe                                                 
P.O. Box 533                                                            
North Easton, MA   02356 

   

   

Mike Scanlan: Pebble Designs                       

Rough and cut gemstones, finished jewelry and jew-
elry components. 

WEBSITE: 
 www.pebbledesignsbymolly.com            
E-Mail: pebbledesigns@aol.com  or 
      Scanlanmg.aol.com                        
Mike Scanlan                                                         
P.O. Box 1014                                                        
Hixson, TN  37343 

John Wright:  Gems by John                      
Step by step faceting photos & instructions, faceting 
rough, faceted gemstones, custom & handmade jew-
elry with colored stones. 

WEBSITE:  www.gemsbyjohn.com               
E-Mail:  JohnWright@gemsbyjohn.com    
TELE: 859-539-2407                                        
John Wright                                                           
Gems by John                                                         
4825 Coral Creek Circle                                    
Lexington, KY   40501 

 

 

Charles L. Moon:  Moon Stones                    
Lapidary and Faceting equipment.  Business primar-
ily one of “drop shipping”. 

E-Mail: clmoon@pacbell.net                          
TELE: 707-822-6063                                      
Charles L. Moon                                                   
155 Myrtle Court                                                  
Arcata, CA  95521-6511 

 

Glenn Klein, G.G.                                                
Author, Historian, Competition Facetor.  To learn 
about Faceting History, what equipment was used 
and what methods were used through the centuries 
in fashioning diamonds and faceting colored stones, 
check my website to get information for ordering my 
new book: Faceting History: Cutting Dia-
monds & Colored Stones. 

WEBSITE: www.glennklein.com               
E-Mail: glennklein@yahoo.com              

 

 

USFG WEBSITE: 

http://www.usfacetersguild.org 




