
Volume 16, Number 3 September 2006 

President’s Message 2 

List of Officers.  Dues and 
Newsletter policy 

3 

How to and What For #10 4 

Welcome New Members  5 

2007 SSC Announcement 6 

What a Monster! 10 

2007 SSC Entry Form 11 

2007 SSC Cutting notes/diagrams 12 

2006 SSC Results 20 
For Beginners from a Beginner 18 

Rough Hunting in Thailand 21 

Newsletter Exchanges 23 

Treasurer’s Report 24 

USFG Membership Form 27 
Classifieds 25 

United States Faceters Guild 

 

Promoting the art, skill and teaching of faceting 
Expanding the knowledge of natural and man-

made crystals 
Developing and promoting uniform rules for 
faceting competitions within the U.S.A. and 

among other countries 
Sponsoring or assisting in managed                   

competitions 
Serving as a national repository for faceting      

designs, published materials and general                
information for  faceters everywhere 

 

 

 
Inside this issue: 



 
 
     The 2006  Single Stone Competition is complete and all stones, certificates and 
awards have been presented.  We had a very good turn out for the SSC this year,  
with 30 entrants.  I have already test cut the 2007 single stone competition stones 
and you will find the diagrams and info in this news letter.  
 
     If anyone would like to volunteer for any position in our guild, like serving on 
the Board of Directors or any elected position, you may contact me by phone or e-
mail.  Our Guild is only as good as the people who volunteer to help run it. We 
need folks to step forward with fresh ideas to keep our organization strong.  It  
doesn’t take a lot of time or effort to help out and stay informed. 
 
     By the next issue (December), I will have the 2007 proposed budget printed out 
and approved by the officers and board.  The treasurer is providing a financial 
statement in each newsletter issue so all members can see how we are doing and 
what we are spending our money on. 
 
    On a personal note, I have been diagnosed with mantle cell lymphoma and am 
currently being treated with chemotherapy.  It is a long and trying regimen of 
seven to eight months.  So far I am doing fine,  but can’t cut as much as I usually 
do and my other hobbies are being neglected.  I still hope to put on the Hob Nob 
for 2007 in February.  Would like to see another good turn out this year. 
 
Art Kavan 
USFG President 

President’s Message 
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Dues and Newsletter Policy 

Officers 2006-2008 

The USFG Newsletter is a quar-
terly publication of the United 
States Faceters Guild, published 
in March, June, September and 
December.  It is delivered by mail 
or e-mail to all paid members of 
the Guild.  Member-
ship dues are $18 
per year (USD) and 
are payable to the 
USFG Treasurer. 

Opinions expressed 
are those of the edi-
tor, contributing 
members, or quoted 
authors, and do not necessarily 
represent the United States Fa-
ceters Guild or its membership. 
The newsletter is for the express 
purpose of sharing information 
with the members and other facet-
ing guilds, and has no intent to 
show preference to or cause dam-
age to any person, group, product, 
manufacturer or commercial com-
pany. 

Newsletter Submissions 
Correspondence concerning the 
content of the newsletter, ex-
change bulletins and newsletters 
should be sent to the editor. 

 

 

Items submitted 
for publication in 
the newsletter 
should be sent to: 

   

usfgnewsletter @cox.net                   
or mailed to                                   
Jenny Clark                                   

1321 N. 66 Place                           
Mesa, AZ  85205 

All items should be received no 
later than the 20th of the month 
preceding publication date. 

Renewing members will  be sent a 
new membership card  with the 
next newsletter. 

 

POST YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
CARD IN A CONSPICUOUS 
PLACE AS A TIMELY RE-
MINDER OF YOUR MEMBER-
SHIP EXPIRATION DATE. 

 

If your membership will expire 
before the next issue, the address 
label will display DUES DUE. 

All members receiving a DUES 
DUE issue will receive one more 
complimentary issue bearing a 
FINAL REMINDER notation. 

For ALL members who elect not 
to renew their  membership, the 
FINAL REMINDER will be the 
final issue mailed. 
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REMINDER: 

Bulk mail is NOT 

forwarded.  Please keep 

your address updated. 

Please                                                 
make all checks                                        

payable to                                                     
USFG  
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     In this article I would like to talk 
about polish.  Not in the detailed 
sense, but in an overall review.  Pol-
ish seems to be the one factor that 
frustrates and baffles most faceters 
from novice to master. 
 
I am no different from anyone else 
when it comes to polish. Just when 
you think you have a method down, 
it bites you and you are trying some-
thing else.  The best way to handle 
this is to not give up. Try other 
methods and techniques. 
 
For instance, I used to polish all the 
tables on my competition stones on a 
batt with 50,000 diamond and then 
go to corian with alumina A (except 
quartz).  I now use a method of 
100,000 on batt dry taught to me by 
Paul Head.  I spent  an afternoon 
over Paul’s house working on the 
procedure. We were polishing quartz 
with the 100,000 diamond on batt 
coming off a 3,000 diamond on batt 
pre-polish.  It worked very well but 
too time consuming for me.  I found 
the procedure to work fantastic on 
tables, especially Topaz, even on the 
cleavage after a 50,000 polish.   
 
Something else I would like to men-
tion is you do not have to polish a 
stone using one method.  I usually 

polish the girdle with 50,000 batt.  I then 
go to 100,000 on ceramic, 200,000 over 
the 100,000.  When I get to the crown, I 
polish the table as above and then start 
at the breaks with 100,000—leave the 
stars, go back and finish the crown using 
200,000 diluted 50% with alcohol and 
close the stars with the 200,000.   
 
Quartz I have settled on a cerium dyna 
lap. I tried using the alumina dyna lap 
and could never get it to work very well. 
 
On anything harder than quartz, I use 
the ceramic.  Nothing can compare to the 
ceramic for flatness and sharpness of fac-
ets.  If you want to ever become a serious 
contender in competition faceting you 
must master the ceramic.  For some it is 
very difficult.  To those I say this:  the 
most important thing in using the ce-
ramic is very little diamond and very 
firm pressure.  Most use too much dia-
mond and not enough pressure.  When 
using 1200 pre-polish and 100,000 dia-
mond, sweeping four times in a set so as 
not to overheat the stone, the polish 
should come up on the second or third set 
of sweeps depending on the size of the 
facet.  There are a lot of polish articles 
out there so I won’t detail the lap meth-
ods. 
 
When polishing laser glass I use a corian 
lap charged with alumina B slurry.  I use 

How to and What For #10 

By Art Kavan 
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a little dish soap in my water tank 
and just get my finger wet on the 
lap, touch the alumina B with the 
wet finger and spread it over the 
wet lap.  The polish comes up very 
quickly and is very clear with no cat 
whisker scratching. 
 
I use a tin lap with oxides for stones 
that are very difficult to polish.   
 
I use50,000 batt for 90% of all the 
stones I cut commercially and all 
the test cutting I do.  It is very quick 
and without a 10 X loupe the polish 
looks great.  Using the loupe you 
can see a lot of cat whiskers.  On CZ 
it will leave a haze.  You can almost 
always improve your polish with 
any method by turning the lap off 
and just rubbing the stone back and 
forth on a stopped lap.  Try it, you 
will see the improvement.  
 
In closing, don’t be afraid of trying 
new techniques and different laps.  
Don’t settle for mediocre results.  It 
takes the same amount of time to 
get perfect results when you learn to 
polish correctly. 
 
As is evident, I am not a technical 
writer and probably assume that 
most readers know more than they 
do. If you have any questions or re-
quire clarifications send me an E-
mail and I will try to help you out. 

Welcome New Members 
 

Michael Abel, FL 
Nathan Arganbright, WA 

John L. Armatige, CA 
Mike Grant, SC 

Larry Hager, WA 
Tomohiro Karino, Japan 

Sean P. Saget, WA 
Victor R. Vreeland, TX 

Bob Wimberley, CA 
Robert Wodarak, MI 

T. Peter Worthy, DDS,  GA 
Roger Wyatt, AZ 

 

We’re glad you joined us! 

Tucson Hob Nob 

Mark your calendars!  The Old Pueblo Lapidary 
Club will host the annual Tucson Hob Nob on  
Saturday, February 3, 2007 beginning at 6 pm.. 

If you have never attended, you’re in for a treat.  
If you’ve been before, you know what a good 
time you’ll have. 

As always, there will be a Most Beautiful Stone 
competition.  Make new friends, visit with old 
friends, and for a small donation you can also 
enjoy pizza and soda.  

If you’ll be in the area for the Tucson Gem 
Show, plan to attend the Hob Nob as well.  You 
will be glad you did! 

Go to www.lapidaryclub.org for directions to 
the club. 
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THE UNITED STATES FACETERS GUILD 
THIS ARTICLE SERVES AS 

AN INVITATION 

FOR INTERESTED MEMBERS OF THE 

UNITED STATES FACETERS GUILD 

TO ENTER THE 

2007 USFG SINGLE-STONE COMPETITION 
The Single-Stone Competition program, with Novice, Pre-Masters,  Masters and Grand Master Classes, 
will be conducted as a typical single-stone competition in which winners of the classes will be recognized 
and presented awards. 

Novice Class 
To certify as a USFG Novice, an inexperienced faceter must achieve a score of 85% or higher on the Nov-
ice design. A score of 90% or higher will qualify the faceter to enter the Pre-Masters class competition. 
Cutters who score 90% or higher & win the Novice must move up to Pre-Master Class. 

Pre-Masters Class 
To certify as a USFG Pre-Master, the faceter must make a minimum score of 90% on cutting the Pre-
Master design. A score of 93% or higher will qualify the faceter to enter the Masters Class competition. 
Cutters who score 93% or higher & win in Pre-Master must move up to Master Class. 

Masters Class - Masters Division 
To certify as a USFG Master, the faceter must make a minimum score of 93%. Any faceter who has not 
won a previous Masters competition or qualified for the IFC may enter the USFG Masters Class – Mas-
ters Division. Any cutter who has scored 95% & won a USFG Masters Class must move up to the Grand 
Master Class. 

Masters Class - Grand Masters Division 
Any faceter who has won a previous Masters competition must enter in the Grand Masters Division. 
This includes any faceters who have participated in the Australian International Faceting Challenge, by 
which entry -- with no exceptions -- they are automatically classified as Master faceters.  Any cutter who 
has scored 95% or higher in USFG Masters Class may cut for the Grand Master.  Note the Grand Mas-
ter Division will cut the same stone as the Master Class 

Awards 
In general, awards will be given to cutters scoring 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in the Novice, Pre-Master, 
Masters, Grand Master class. Types of awards and certificates will be determined and published with 
each competition announcement, with the approval of the USFG BOD.  In the unlikelihood of exact ties 
and spirit of fair competition all scores resulting ties will receive like awards. 

 Eligibility for Awards - To be considered for awards in a particular class, cutters must meet 
the following minimum criteria. 

Novice:   Score 90% or higher in a USFG Novice competition. 

Pre-Master:  Score 93% or higher in a USFG Pre-Master competition. 
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Master:   Score 95% or higher in USFG Master competition. 

Grand Master:  Score 98% or higher in USFG Grand Master competition. 

Eligibility for Certification - To be considered for certification in a particular class, cutters must 
meet the following minimum criteria. 

Novice:   Score 85% or higher in USFG Novice competition.  

Pre-Master:  Score 90% or higher in USFG Pre-Master competition.  

Master:  Score 93% or higher in USFG Master competition.  

Certificate of Participation – All cutters not eligible for awards or certification will receive certifi-
cates of participation. 

 

Additional Competition Notes: 

1. All competitors will receive a certificate (suitable for framing) of achievement from the USFG Competi-
tion committee. The wording on each certificate will reflect the competitor's accomplishment. 

2. Once a Cutter has been certified in any USFG competition, that certification will remain permanent, 
even if the faceter, when re-cutting in his or her certified class/division, scores below the minimum certifi-
cation score. 

3. This competition is ONLY open to members of the United States Faceters Guild. 

4. Anonymous Entry - If a cutter enters a single stone competition, under the ‘Anonymous Entry’ pro-
vision, the fee shall be the same as a normal entry. The cutter will be treated as any other entrant and 
only the score shall be considered for publication. The only person that will be held in confidence will be 
the one stone handler assigned by the competition committee that disperses the stones to the judges.  This 
is a controversial concept as some competitions are held anonymous with only the winner published and 
some demand all entrants be published; at another time this rule could change, but for now it will be open 
to either entrant. To enter as "Anonymous" cutters shall submit a written request (or signed entry form 
indicating this desire) accompanied with the stone and full Single Stone Competition fees. All other condi-
tions for entry shall apply, i.e., return postage, entry deadlines, etc 

5. Publication of scores - At the discretion of the competition committee scores may be published in 
the USFG newsletter, USFG web site, and/or public venues supported/sponsored by the USFG; including 
reciprocal agreements with other guilds. 

6. For reasons of sensitivity the competition committee may choose to exclude the publication of low scores 
from publication. 

7. Anyone who wished to remain anonymous shall remain so. However the competition committee may 
report the anonymous cutters score only as “Anonymous Entry”. 

8. Privacy - The USFG will only publish data pertaining to a cutters; name, score, city, and/or state (or 
country). No other data, including mailing addresses, telephone numbers, or e-mail address shall be made 
available to the general USFG membership or greater public. 

9. The names of cutters (and scores of stones) that are disqualified or determined to be ineligible, for what-
ever reason, will be reported to the USFG-BOD, but not to the general USFG membership or public. 
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2007 USFG Single Stone Competition 

Shipping and Handling Instructions: 
1. Place the stone in a 1-1/8” diameter round plastic gemstone display cup with the foam insert and cap.  
Please do not mark or identify the gem or container in any way!  If gem containers are marked or identi-
fied the competition coordinator may choose to repackage the stone in a generic container. 

2. Place the following in a bubble protected envelope; 

a. The display cup containing the stone. 

b. An additional bubble protected self addressed and stamped envelope for return.  The use of a 6” x 9” 
bubble envelope (or larger envelope/box ) is suggested to help accommodate the return of scoring materi-
als. 

c. Entry Fee:  Novice class only – ENTRY IS FREE!! 

d. Entry Fee: PreMaster, Master, & Grand Master - $25.00 check or money order, US funds only. 

e. Please make checks payable to: United States Faceters Guild 

Completed and signed entry form.  Feel free to photo copy forms as needed. 

Mail the package to: 

Mr. Jeff Ford 

2410 North 2nd Street 

Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

At the participant’s discretion, packages may be sent by certified mail and/or insured. It is suggested 
that non-US entries use insured mail if possible. 

Stones will be returned to the cutter in the self addressed, stamped envelope provided by the entrant.  

THE POSTMARK DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING THE STONES IS ** JUNE 20, 2007**   Stones received with 
later post marks may be subject to exclusion from the competition. 

The stone handler will code the stone(s) for anonymity, repack and send the stone to a selected judge.  
The judged stone and comprehensive “mark-up-sheet” will be returned to stone handler who will decode 
and repackage the stone with the score sheet and return to the individual contestant.  The expected date 
of return is generally late July. 

Note:  The United States faceters Guild or stone handler shall not be held liable for stones 
lost or damaged in the course of shipment.  In general the stone handler and judges will use 
USPS Priority Post with nominal insurance for the shipment of stones between the stone 
handler and judges. 

General Judging Rules for the USFG 2007 Single Stone Competition. 

Categories are the same numerical order as score sheet: 

1. Scratches. Each facet shall be absent of scratches including the finest of cat hairs.  Inclusions or frac-
tures that surface and look like scratches will be judged under this feature. 

2. Pitting: Each facet shall be absent of pits including the tiniest inclusions and fractures that surface 
and look like pits will be judged under this feature. Foreign matter on the surface that will not wipe off 
will be judged as an error. Flaws, fractures, cleavages, partings, and inclusions will be judged under 
category 1 or 2 on the score sheet if they surface. 
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3. Grooved facets: Facets that show grooving in the polish when held just between shadow and shine.  
Herringbone effect in Quartz can sometimes show up in the polish in the same manner.  Both features 
will be judged in this category. 

4. Flat facet and sharp edges: Facet surface true - This refers to the flatness of facets or unevenness of 
curved facets. Unintentional facets and ghost facets will be penalized under this feature. Facet edges 
sharp – The junction between facets should be knife-edge. Both of these features will be judged under 
category 4 on the score sheet. Chipped edges will be judged under the category for chips, not under this 
feature. 

5. Facet uniform: Refers to consistency in shape and size of facets in the same series. Facets must also 
have consistency with the pattern & plan views. 

6. Meet points: A point where 4 or more facets culminate in a perfect point with no facet over cut and/or 
no facet under cut.  Note every meet, regardless on the number of facets carries the same scoring weight. 

7. Chips: Areas where pieces of material have been chipped off unintentionally. They usually occur 
along facet edges, at corners, and/or culets. 

8. Girdle uniform: Facets in the same series around a faceted girdle shall be the same shape and di-
mensions. Girdle facets shall be an exact replica of the girdle on the pattern.  Cutters may loose points if 
the overall girdle is uneven, tilted, or skewed, but within the stated tolerances of the girdle thickness. 

9. L/W ratio: The length to width ratio will be on the design and score sheets a variance of 0.1 mm +/- 
will be allowed with out deduction.  If out, a 3 point 100% error will result.  The actual Length dimen-
sion used for calculation will be based upon the cut Width of the stone. 

10. Stone width: The competition committee will set the stone width. Without question this will be 
clearly indicated on the pattern used for competition.  Unless noted, there will be an allowable margin of 
0.1 mm more or less than the stone width set by the committee.  The Competition Committee will desig-
nate stone widths between 6 mm and 15 mm. If out, a 3 point 100% error will result. 

Girdle thickness: Girdle thickness shall be 0.3 mm +/- 0.1 mm. If the pattern has a scalloped girdle, the 
thin part of the scallop should not be less than 0.2 mm or greater than 0.4 mm. If out, a 3 point 100% 
error will result. 

Additional Judging Notes: 

1. Categories 1,2,3,4, and 7 represent polish. 

2. The girdle shall be polished and judged under the same categories on the score sheet, “1 through 7” 
as with all other facets.  Two other categories are specifically designated for the girdle alone. They are 8 
- "Girdle Uniform" and 11-Girdle Thickness. 

3. Scoring in categories 1 through 8 - Errors will be assigned a weighted value of 25%, 50%, or 100% 
point deduction depending upon the magnitude of the error. A general definition of the weighted value 
scoring is as follows: 25% off if the error is barely visible with a 10X loupe, 50% off if the error is easily 
seen with a 10X loupe, or 100% when a most serious error is seen with the 10X loupe and/or if the error 
can be seen with the naked eye. 

4. Scoring in categories 9 through 11 - Errors will be automatically assigned a 3 point 100% deduction. 

5.  THE PLAN VIEW: It is an important serious parameter of evaluation in a faceting competition. The 
definition: "A plan view is that arrangement of meets and lines one sees when looking directly down or 
up the vertical axis portrayed on a cutting pattern/diagram." The following are examples of how a cutter 
may create a change in "plan view" when cutting a competition stone: The most frequent is, deliberately     
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creating a change in the "plan view" when cutting a competition stone- in jeopardy by employing a severe 
change of angle or angles that will create a non-design facet(s)-- this comes under the judges prerogative 
for making the decision, and/or without question, a mishap of inadvertently leaving out a tier of facets. 
Both crown and pavilion are subject to penalty if the plan view of either one is in error. If the plan view 
as defined is not followed in the opinion of the judge, then in all cases the stone will be ineligible and 
the judge will give written reasons on the judging sheet. 

6.Angles are not normally judged in USFG competition; cutters should feel free to Tangent-Ratio angles 
(within reason) as needed or desired.  This may be done for personal preferences relating to optical per-
formance, adjustments needed for the conversation of material, etc. 

7. Pre-judging of stones is strictly forbidden. Any indication of pre-judging will automatically - without 
exception - disqualify the participant from the competition.  Pre-judging is loosely defined as having a 
stone evaluated for errors (by another cutter/mentor) in a manner that allows the cutter to go back and 
make corrections. 

8. The minimum final score a judge will award is 50 out of 100 possible points. 

 Any questions about the competition should be directed to: 

Mr. Jeff Ford 

2410 North 2nd Street 

Kalamazoo, MI 49009 

E-mail jeffinkzoo@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

What a Monster! 
 

Art Kavan, Jaime De 
Zubeldia, Tom Miller 
and Billy Bob Riley of 
Tucson “working” with 
the Monster faceting ma-
chine.  

The stone is man made 
quartz, currently measur-
ing 10.3 kilos.  When the 
cushion rectangle check-
erboard is finished it will 
probably weigh about 
half that. 
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USFG Single Stone Competition – Cutter Entry Form 
Please include a signed copy of this form with your stone, entry fee, return packaging and return postage, a 6” x 9” 

bubble padded envelope or box is recommended for return.   

Please use a 1-1/8” clear stone cup if possible.   

 

 
 

Name:   

Address:   

City/zip 
(country) 

  

Phone:   

Email:   

The most common questions about the USFG Single Stone Competition: 
This is a closed competition; cutters MUST be current members of the USFG.  Membership applica-

tion/fees/renewals may be submitted with the cutters entry. 
This is a single stone event; one cutter, one class, one stone.  Cutters may not enter multiple stones 

and/or classes. 
Cutters may not enter stones in classes below prior certifications levels. 
Cutters may challenge higher classes, BUT it is highly recommended that they have another cutter 

honestly evaluate their cutting skills before doing so. 
  

Entry Class 
(circle one) Novice PreMaster Master Grand Master   

Entry Fee 
(US funds) **FREE** $25.00 $25.00 $25.00   

Stone Data (if 
known) 

Stone Size, mm   Stone Color     

Stone Species   Stone Weight     

Faceting Machine used? 
(optional)   

Entry Type 
? 

(circle one) 

Anonymous Entry - Yes, I wish to enter as 
”Anonymous” Note: Scores still may be 

reported, but only identified as 
“Anonymous Entry” 

Public Entry - Yes, I wish to have my name 
& score “Public” and reported as such. 

Note: All cutters (Anonymous or Public) will be entitled to receive awards and/or certification for qualify-
ing scores.   If NO selection is made above, it will be assumed that the cutter wishes to enter their stone 

entered as “Public Entry” 

Signature / Date 
  

  
Your signature indicates that you accept the Rules & Conditions of USFG competition. 

Complete USFG Single Stone Competition rules may be found at 
http://www.usfacetersguild.org/docs/CurrentSSCRules.pdf 
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      2007 SSC  NOVICE :   EASY OCTAGON 

                                                      by  QUINCY D. HOWELL 

                                             TEST CUT BY ART KAVAN 

 

 This stone is cutter’s choice in material.  I chose CZ, so I changed the culet to 41 with gem cad 
using the tangent ratio.   

 

I cut P-1 45.57 to center point.  Then cut my girdle facets 90 degrees to 11.mm with a 360 lap.  
Put a 600 lap on and do it again, bringing the size down to 10.5.  Now switch to a 1200.  Cut the 
breaks to center point the best you can, then go back to the girdle and follow the line around from 
start to finish.  Go back to the breaks and follow the girdle line around. When the line meets, 
check your culet, they should all meet perfectly.  If they don’t, that means your girdle facets are 
not exactly the same size.  Bring the break facets that don’t go all the way to the top up to the top 
and now cut your girdle over again by following the line around.  By this time your size should be 
right at 10mm.  Now polish your girdle.  Go back with the 1200 and cut P-2 in.  Now polish P-1 
and P-2 making sure all meets are in.  You only have 9 meet points on the pavilion, don’t give up 
on any of them.  

 

 Transfer the stone and cut the crown breaks (C-1) with a 360.  If a lot of material is to be cut 
away or if a little material use the 600 to start, leaving about ¼ inch by following the girdle line 
around to see what kind of cheater correction you need to start with.  Once you have an idea of 
the correction put a 1200 pre-polish on and leave about 1/8 inch of girdle to check the girdle line.  
Make the small correction with the cheater and now cut your girdle to .3 or just a little larger.  I 
use a blade from a jewelers saw, check with your caliper, most are .4 but you can find .3.  Hold it 
up against the girdle with one hand and use the 10x loupe in the other and get an idea how it 
compares.  Once you have the first facet sized, then just follow the girdle line around 96-12-24-
36-48-60-72-84.  They must meet.  Now cut C-2 in 06-30-54-78.  If you still have a lot of material 
on top use a 600 first to partially cut in the table and then finish with the 1200 pre-polish lap.  
Over cut the C-1 facets slightly and now polish the table the best you can.  Go back now and pol-
ish C-1 by following the girdle line around—it must always meet.  In other words, let’s say you 
start with 96 index and end with 84 index, the last part of the girdle line must meet the starting 
line between 96 & 84 no step just a smooth line that meets.  Now when you polish C-2 in you 
must hit the girdle line  meet point and C-1 meet point on the top both left and right at the same 
time.  There are no star facets on this stone so you have to use the main facets to put the table 
in. With a little practice this gets very easy to do.   

 

Good Luck! 
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2007 SSC  Novice Class 
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2007 SSC PRE-MASTERS: GOLD OCTAGON 

                                                                 by TOM RICKS 

                                TEST CUT BY ART KAVAN 

 

 I used a chrysoberyl spinel for the stone I cut.  Right off you notice that P-1 and P-2 are your breaks 
but different angles.  You have two approaches to this depending on how much material you have.  If 
you’re rough is long enough just set P-1-52.07 and cut all eight to center point as I did.  If your rough 
is not long enough set P-1 as 30.00 and cut all eight.  What we are doing is setting our girdle and 
size of stone.  Cut to center point the best you can, and then cut your girdle. Your stone size needs 
to be 11mm plus or minus .1 so at this stage and with a 360 leave size at least 12mm or better.  Now 
put a 600 lap on and do the same thing, cut center point, follow the girdle line around on the 90.  
Stone size now should be 11.5.  Now put your 1200 on.  This is what I use for all my pre-polish.  
Now we get serious.  Cut to center point using P-1-52.07. Spend some time getting all to center point 
perfectly, or the best you can do.  Now cut the girdle again following the line-96 through 84 all cardi-
nal indexes.   

Here is the supreme test: cut your breaks again using P-1-52.07 by following your girdle line around.  
When you are finished you should look up at the culet and all facets should meet perfectly.  If not, 
you need to bring the ones up that don’t and re-cut the girdle again.  This time to size of 11.mm.  
Now polish your girdle.  

 You may proceed to cut the pavilion as you have sized the stone and set center point.  You may use 
a 600, I just kept the 1200 on and started with 96 index P-2  45.99 cut down to a .1mm below the 
line—put 52.07  index 12 and follow the girdle line.  Change angle every other one doing index 96-
12-24-36-48-60-72-84—all the cardinal indexes until the line meets. Now cut P-3 and P-4 as per dia-
gram.  If you’re stone was set up with a perfect center point all facets will meet, if not you can still 
use cheater and elevation. Mine all made good meet points, even through polish. 

If your rough is not long enough to cut your breaks in at 52.07 just cut them in at 30 degrees, using 
the same procedure as above. We are only trying to set our girdle facets. After you get the girdle fac-
ets set don’t polish it yet. First measure down from the culet (the tip of the stone) to the girdle 5 mm 
and put a line with pencil. Now cut your first girdle facet down to this line and follow it around chang-
ing angles every other one. When finished polish the girdle and finish cutting in the pavilion. If the 
culet does not close just cut the girdle line down a little and recut till the culet does close.   

Transfer the stone.  I used 32.00 angles to cut all breaks on the crown and to set my cheater to 
proper setting so that when I followed all the cardinal indexes the line met.  I used a 600 to do this.  
Put your 1200 on and now cut the first pass to make sure your line meets and also get close to girdle 
size.  Now cut C-1 and C-2 as you did P-1 and P-2 with different angles cut C-3, C-4 and C-5.  Cut 
the table in by over cutting just a little on all four corners.  Now polish the table.  Go back to C-1 and 
C-2 and polish the girdle line.  Polish C-3—when polishing C-4 make sure you meet at top and bot-
tom exactly at the same time.  C-5 is very touchy and you can over cut very easily so take your time 
and use a very light hand when you get close  make all three points hit at the same time.  I spent 
around eight hours on this stone, for competition I would spend at least four days. 

 One note of caution, after you put in all meets look your stone over from the top straight down on 
the table as it is very easy to distort the table. It is supposed to be square. 
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   2007 SSC MASTERS:  PACIFIC STAR 

                                                        by  Wayne A. Crabtree   

                                                 Test Cut by Art Kavan 

 

 The pavilion goes together pretty smoothly, just spend some time with center point and 
choose your rough big enough to cut the break angle at 51.00 degrees to center point and still 
have enough for the crown.  When you cut P-3 make sure the meets for P-2 go together and 
you make meet point at culet. Transfer the stone after polish. 

 

 This crown is a little tricky as C-1 has no reference point or meet point to give the proper 
height.  I will tell you how I did it, maybe you have a better way, but this worked well for me:  I 
first cut the whole crown with a 600 and also cut the table with 600.  Now I started over with a 
1200 pre-polish with the breaks first at 44.89 setting my girdle at approximately .35mm.  I then 
cut C-2 to meet point at the girdle line.  C-3 will set the depth of C-1 and make the top meet 
points of C-2.   

 

Here is the tricky part:  I cut the first C-3 to where I thought the height of C-1 was as per dia-
gram.  Now I made a template out of a little piece of plastic.  On the USFG web site I will put a 
picture of it next to the stone.  I then used this to cut all C-3’s so the C-1 facets had approxi-
mately the same height.  I say approximately because there is no way they will all be perfect, 
but you just want them as close as possible.  Now pre-polish your stars in and pre-polish the 
table with a slight over cut.  Polish your table, it is fairly large as t/w is .600 @ 12mm for the 
stone, this makes the table 7.2mm.  I had to spend a half hour on the table to get it clean.  Go 
back to the breaks and polish them by chaining around the stone and making .3 girdle thick-
nesses.  Polish in C-2 to make meet point at the girdle line.  Now I polished in C-3 a little differ-
ently.  I polished 96 index @ C-3   33.14  using my template, just the 96 index, after the one 
index of 96 I didn’t use the template anymore, I used putting in all the C-2 top meet points.  I 
used this sequence: 96-12-84-72-24-36-60-48.  Why? Because it divides any error by 2.  In 
other words, if I would have went 96-12-24-36-48-60-72-84 I would have a full error and possi-
bly a large step to make up with the cheater, but by going around from both sides I only had 
half the error to work out.  My stone came out very well.   

 

Now all you have to do is work your stars in so all three meets come together.  Watch out for 
unequal facets at this stage.  If you are not experienced at using your stars to put your table 
meets in I would suggest only polishing them in three quarter of the way so you can cut for 
equal facets.  Where you should be watching for this problem is on C-3 as you put C-4 (stars) 
in.  C-3 will be the unequal facet.  Make your stars center at the top of C-3.   
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For Beginners From A Beginner by Lynn Disbrow 
Hi all,  
 
I’m going to post a monthly message (to the list) for beginners from me, a beginner myself, in order to - maybe - 
help another new faceter with the things that I have learned.   
 
Disclosure:  I'm new. That means the information that is forwarded may not be the correct way to do anything. 
 
Stones - I'm using the book; Facet Cutters Handbook from Edward J. Soukup, also very inexpensive, and just a 
super book for beginners.  The book really goes step by step (with pictures and diagrams) thru the faceting proc-
ess.  The author recommended that my first stones be cut, using the SRB (Standard Round Brilliant) cut and that 
they be quartz, as the material was inexpensive.  I bought a pound of very clear quartz from Jim Coleman, a miner 
from Arkansas listed on Ebay as jimcolem.  It wasn't much money and the material is super clean.  If you would 
like, I have many pieces, and will send you one — for free!   

You are going to make mistakes, as I did. Facets not cut properly, crown too big, and what I did, was try to correct 
the mistakes. If they were to difficult to correct, I just went on to the next step. I don't start over on anything I cut.  
I didn't feel the need to start over, since the lessons learned going thru the whole process are more important than 
the actual steps. I used several cutting laps, the 260, 600, 1200. On small stones, I skip the 260, and I used a poly-
a-gem for polishing, bought from Jerry Newman. You can buy one by going to www.gemartservices.com.  Or, for 
quartz, you can use Ultra-laps - thin sheets covered with cerium oxide that do a super job at polishing quartz, for 
real cheap prices.  Eventually you'll need to have several different polishing laps because, as I found out, some 
laps just will not polish some material.  I spent hours trying to polish a garnet, and it just didn't work out right. 
There were still faint scratches and a dull finish to the stone. I switched polishing laps, and bam — super polish in 
30 seconds per facet. Here’s a tip: look at the first facet you polish, and time it. When it's done, don't look at any 
more facets until your thru, just use the clock. That saves time in looking, cutting, and looking again.  I spent a 
long time chasing shadow scratches on one stone also, until I figured out that I can use cheater and the angle set-
tings to eventually polish them out. 
 
I dop using epoxy and run my laps with just plain tap water.  The epoxy thing is great, I did have one stone pop off 
the dop while transferring, however it was my fault. I used a razor blade to cut away the excess epoxy on the side I 
was transferring it to and I used a little too much pressure.  I learned from that. I now use a match to heat up the 
dop and the epoxy melts on the side that I don't want attached anymore. Then you can either bend the dop off, or 
use a razor blade and the melted epoxy is easier to remove.  Another tip: epoxy has to set up over night before be-
ing ready to cut a stone. Plan your dopping one day in advance, or you can use wax.  But use the heat very spar-
ingly as it can melt the epoxy on the other side.  Also, excessive heat it isn't very good for the stone either. If I was 
cutting expensive stones, I'd cover the stone with a wet paper towel.   
 
As I mentioned, I use plain tap water when cutting and polishing. If you have steel laps, as I do, I noticed a very 
small rust mark on one of my laps. I'm going to buy some tool-cool or similar product that has a rust inhibiter in it 
to put in the water so it doesn't rust out my laps.  Toppers are an inexpensive way to go as far as cutting laps also. 
 
Cutting - wow, what a difficult time this is, being new.  Over cuts, under cuts, not the right angle, not making my 
meets — everything has happened. Be cheerful thru this process, if you can.  It was extremely frustrating to me to 
cut for two hours and then — oops, start over.  Sometimes I didn't start over, and just went on like it never hap-
pened.  I followed the book’s instructions and cut the crown table and then crown mains, stars and then breaks.  
Tip #120.  I have since been cutting almost the reverse, with the crown breaks cut in first, then mains, and stars 
then the table.  It sure is easier. However, easier is not always the "right" way. Right now, I can save an hour or 
two cutting a stone, by doing the breaks, mains, stars and then table, It is faster and I have been more accurate, 
with my meets. I may later find that I need RETRAINING!   But. Since I spent almost two days cutting my first 
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stone, and time is money (a joke), I've elected to cut this way — for now.   
 
I also cut a stone that had the thinnest crown in the world on it. I made a mistake and over cut the main facets. I 
corrected the error, but by the time I had ground away at another set of mains, there was nothing left of the table. 
There wasn't any room for the stars or girdle facets. Ha!  I just cut little teeny, tiny ones around the edge. It still 
had a little sparkle to it. I love that stone now! I did the pavilion first so that the most important part of the stone 
was at least right, but ran out of room for the crown — learning experience #235. 

 
About material, and buying material, lesson #13.  Don't buy anything that is less than a carat, preferable more.  
That’s all I'm going to say about that, but, if you know someone that wants 13 grams of the most beautiful Tas-
vorite green garnet, and has a microscope attachment for his arbor arm to cut it, let me know.  It's super 
Gemmy!  I think, buying rough is an art in itself, and there is a learning curve here as well.  I have relied on 
other friendly faceters to help guide me thru this difficult process, so my advice is to find a friend that really 
knows what he is doing, and then listen to him.  Good Luck. 
 
Here are some mistakes you should at all costs try to avoid.  While cutting the table on one of my quartz stones, I 
developed what is known as a "chatter". Depending on what you do about this chatter, is the difference between 
a small inconvenience and a violent hopping arbor arm that leaves chips all the way around your new lap.  I 
thought, hmm, increase speed and apply more pressure. Nope, bad idea.  The fix, if you have a chattering stone, 
is to move to the inner portion of the lap, reduce speed, use light pressure, hold the arbor arm and ever so lightly, 
apply pressure, use more water, make sure your stone is trailing on the lap,  and in the case of one of my stones, 
use Olive Oil, WD-40, or axle grease (another joke) to cut/polish the table.  Also, while cutting a piece of apa-
tite, mohl 5, I noticed that the stone was pieced together, like there where several small stones sandwiched to-
gether. The stone needed cobbed, but, if I did that, the pieces would be too small to cut. I just cut it that way. 
Well it cleaved on me, a huge chip missing from one side. Since it was a demo stone — I was going to cut it so 
that people could see the color of the material — I went ahead and again just cut it.  When using my new ba5t 
and polishing the stone, I was polishing the part that had the chip missing and I saw what looked like a little 
metal string hanging on the stone. I raised the arbor, and....the chip setting on the polishing lap carved a teeny 
tiny groove in my lap. It was actually peeling away the metal ... oh, man...I didn't realize that a stone could do 
that! It had to be just right in order to work like a lathe on my new ba5t. There is a nice spot 1/4 inch wide that is 
now REALLY scored. For diamond bort, incredible damage.  The good news is it was the same location as the 
chattering dents.  So now I know that a stone can gouge your lap, and I also know that a stone can chip a lap.  
Also, if you see a little metal string, or anything different hanging on your stone, STOP!  I thought it was a bug 
or something, at first.  Lesson #35, 42, and then there is the one not to cuss that I've been working on, also. 
 
You can have a whole building full of stuff, and you don't NEED any of it. A couple good quality cutting laps, a 
loupe, a machine, and some ultra-laps is really all you need.  Anything else, is gravy.   
 
So, until next month, or the next disaster — whichever is shortest, happy faceting.   
 
 

EDITOR”S NOTE:    This was posted to the USFG Faceter’s List on Yahoo.  It is printed here, with the 
permission of the author.  This is for the purpose of sharing a novice cutting experience, and NOT intended 
to be instructional.  Any sources recommended are his personal opinions, and not an endorsement by the 
USFG or any of  its officers. 

If you have any questions, comments, advice, etc., please contact Lynn Disbrow directly at 
ledjr55@yahoo.com 
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2006 Single Stone Competition Results 
Congratulations to all the cutters who entered the 2006 SSC.   

Novice Class 
Judge:  Jeff Ford 

 Score required to certify:   85 

 Score required for award:  90 

 

1st  Michael Abel  99.8015 

2nd  Karino Tomohiro  98.0153 

3rd Jaime De Zubeldia  97.8168 

 Anonymous Cutter  96.8244 

 John Albright  96.0305 

 Walter Seidelman  95.8321 

 Mike Sackos   95.2366 

 John Parrott   94.4427 

 Michiko Huynh  92.8550 

 Bob Carrier   92.8550         

 John Schade   92.0611 

 Mark Stephens  91.6641 

 James Carr   88.0916 

 Natalia Tuzlukova  87.0992 

 John Oakie   85.7099 

 Mike Grant   81.9389 

 Jim Marks   78.1679 

 Bryan Lopez   75.7863 

 Richard Golden  73.8015 

Pre-Master Class 
Judge:  Jim Clark 

 Score required to certify:   90 

 Score required for award:  93 

 

1st  Ivan Smith   98.1817 

2nd Paul Newman  94.9087 

3rd Victor Tuzlukov  94.7269 

 Michael Sassaman  85.0898 

 David Corn   83.4533 

 Jerry Hill   83.0896 

 

Masters Class 

Judge:  Wing Evans 

 Score required to certify:  93 

 Score required for award:  95 

 

 Anonymous Cutter  93.8978 

 Paul Brantner  91.7440 

 Earl Colton   70.3862 

 

Grand Masters Class 

Judge:  Wing Evans 

 Score required for award: 98 or above 

 

 Arne Robertson  95.1541 

 Dan Zally   94.7952 
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Rough Hunting in Thailand 

The Process  
(as I observed it): by Mike Sakos 

 

I’m back in Afghanistan from my 2nd “stress relief” 
break to Thailand this year.  Already planning my 
next trip! 
  

I spent this quick trip by focusing almost exclusively 
on the gem trade.  I had a great time and learned 
mucho.  On my previous trip to Thailand, I had fo-
cused on visiting several gem (Sapphire and Ruby) 
treatment facilities.  My primary goal on that trip 
was to gain a better understanding of the latest Be-
ryllium treatments being used on Rubies and Sap-
phires.  
  

I haven’t commented on what I observed on my last 
trip as our group has already had (and continues to 
have) lively discussions on this controversial issue.   
  

I did give a lot of thought on how to pass on my ob-
servations on buying rough in Thailand to this group.  
I do not want to try to compare buying rough by the 
lot in Thailand with hand selecting individual pieces 
of rough from rough dealers in the US (who often 
already pay a premium in order to select the best 
pieces of rough from a lot).   
  

I also didn’t want to have to determine a fair way to 
compute/include the cost of my transportation, lodg-
ing and meals into the calculation of rough prices in 
Thailand to make some sort of realistic comparison 
with retail rough prices in the US.  I have decided 
that the best approach is to not discuss prices at all 
and instead just focus on the gem rough trade proc-
ess as I observed it.  I’ll just simply say that it is my 
opinion that the reputable rough dealers often cited 
in this group provide quality rough at fair prices.  I 
have bought rough from Jeff Graham, ColorWright, 
Graves, Devin at Prettyrock, as well as a number of 
other rough dealers at the various shows, and will 
continue to do so in the future.   

So, the scope of this report is the process of trading 
gems and rough in Thailand, not anywhere else and 
not anything else. I simply want to provide basic in-
formation to gem cutters who have an interest in 
learning another piece of the gem trade puzzle. 
  

Generally speaking, the players in Thailand consist 
of four different groups with different roles.  The 
“Africans” (this group seems to be made up mostly 
of Nigerians, but I also met rough sellers from Ethio-
pia, New Guinea, and the Ivory Coast area); Thais, 
Indians, and the Chinese.  The “Africans” bring the 
rough in to Thailand, but they don’t cut it.  Instead, 
they sell the rough (mainly to the Thai’s).  The 
Thai’s cut the rough and sell the cut stones mainly to 
the Indians and Chinese.   
  

The process as I observed it is that the Africans bring 
in the rough and sell to the Thai people throughout 
the week.  Thai cutters cut the rough all week long 
and on Friday and Saturday, they sell what they have 
cut at the ‘market’.  My observation was that the cut 
stone buyers at the market are 60% Indians, 35% 
Chinese and 5% all others. 
  

The language barrier.  Thai cutters generally don’t 
speak English, African rough dealers generally speak 
surprisingly good English, of course almost all In-
dian gem dealers speak English, and I had no experi-
ence with the Chinese gem dealers on this trip so I 
can’t comment on their English language skills. 
  

Prices & Negotiating.  It was a bit challenging to ne-
gotiate with the African rough dealers.  The prices 
they generally offered me were high.  We knew that 
their ‘final’ price was high because my Indian 
friends who were with me buy cut stones from the 
Thai’s every week so they know the current local 
market price for various cut stones.  By knowing the 
market price for cut stones and by estimating the 
weight loss associated with cutting, we could esti-
mate the highest price that the Thais would likely be 
willing to pay the Africans for this same rough.  
Given that analysis, we knew the prices were high.  
When we walked the African’s through our logic, 
they normally smiled, understood that we were on to 
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them, and then they generally gave us a lower ‘final’ 
price which we could negotiate from.  I think that 
the best way to get the best price with these dealers 
it to build a long term relationship with them. 
  

Thai cutters seemed very easy to work with – they 
are willing to deal with anyone at the ‘market’.  
They are just looking for the best price for what 
they’ve been cutting all week.  Tough negotiators, 
but looking to close the deal.   
  

Two areas I examined/bought rough in were the 
Shilom Road area of Bangkok and the gem trading 
area of Chanterbury (a good 4 hour drive from 
Bangkok). 

 

The process in Shilom road:  There are a number of 
gem dealers and jewelers located on this road.  I was 
lucky enough to be invited to use one dealer’s office 
in my quest for rough.  He buys/sells cut stones, but 
made several calls to rough dealers to get the ball 
rolling.  It seems like the rough dealers are all net-
worked, so contacting one results in many showing 
up.  Soon we had Africans lined up in the waiting 
room to show their rough.  Deals are cash only, of 
course.  
  

The process in Chanterbury:  As I said earlier, the 
Africans sell the rough to Thai cutters who cut all 
week and then take their gems to the market.  The 
market for cut stones is on Friday and Saturday.  
The ‘market’ consists of big open rooms in what 
look like office buildings.  There are neatly arranged 
rows of desks in the open rooms.  It’s very different 
from a ‘flea market’ as there are no ‘goods’ on dis-
play anywhere.  It is very orderly and organized.  
Cut stone ‘buyers’ (again about 60% Indian and 
30% Chinese) rent a desk for one or two days of the 
two day market and tape up a sheet of paper with the 
list of the stones they are interested in purchasing 
(written in Thai).  Starting at about 11 AM, the Thai 
cutters begin showing up and walk through the 
‘market’.  They come individually, as couples or as 
families with children in tow.  They read the ‘want 
list’ and if they have anything you are looking for 
they show it (and sometimes they show gems you 

are not looking for).  If you like the stones you nego-
tiate a price.  Negotiation is done in the Thai lan-
guage, although I think you could easily accomplish 
the negotiations by pointing and passing the calcula-
tor back and forth with your offer punched in and 
them punching in a counter offer.  Again – cash only.  
  

Rough is not brought into the cut stone ‘markets’.  
There are rough ‘markets’ that have a similar setup to 
the cut stone ‘markets’, but that is not the only way 
rough is sold.  We ended up on a side street in down-
town Chanterbury at an office operated by a Nige-
rian.  I’d term it a ‘broker’ office, but the other Afri-
cans just called him the ‘big boss’, not the ‘broker’.  
After we arrived and met with the Nigerian ‘broker’ 
or I guess ‘big boss’, he put the word out of what I 
was looking for:  gem material, size, clarity and soon 
there were a bunch of motor scooters pulling up out-
side and Africans were bringing in what they had 
(not necessarily what I had asked for).  Basically, a 
scooter pulls up, a guy gets off, raises up the scooter 
seat and pulls a small bag of his rough out of the 
scooters ‘storage compartment’.  These rough dealers 
know very well what they have, the quality, and the 
market price.  They may not know all the varieties 
(they refer to all the red garnets simply as ‘red gar-
net’ and not by variety) but they know what Spessar-
tite is and especially ‘Fanta’ orange (as in the color 
of orange soda) Spessartite.  I was very surprised that 
absolutely no one tried to pass off ‘glass’ or synthetic 
gems as the real thing.  Wish I could say the same at 
the gem shows I’ve been to in the US! 
  

A final comment on Chanterbury.  I saw many 
‘wholesale’ jewelry stores in Chanterbury, and on the 
way to Chanterbury we passed many road signs 
pointing out the route to various ‘gem markets’.  The 
‘gem markets’ that the road signs lead to were not in 
the part of Chanterbury where my hosts took me.  
My hosts said that the tour busses go to these places.  
I did not visit any of the local Chanterbury jewelry 
stores, nor did I visit any of the ‘gem markets’ that 
the road signs lead you to so I have no information 
on them.   

 What I saw (the ones that got away): 35 kilos of very 
clean aquamarine, very nice colors, sizes were 3 
gram and up.  The price per kilo was excellent; the  
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problem was that this particular Nigerian seller 
would not break up this lot.  Unfortunately, I could 
never use 35 kilos of Aquamarine rough.  Still, it 
was quite a site to watch three Nigerians come in off 
the street with one of them carrying a big burlap 
sack full of Aquamarine rough.  Even at wholesale, 
that lot was worth a small fortune!  The other deal 
‘that got away’ was a beautiful and clean piece of 
Rubelite.  It was a whopper - roughly measuring 4”x 
3”x 2” and weighing in at 390 grams!  I love cutting 
big pieces, but this was way to big, even for me, and 
I just couldn’t bear the thought of cutting it up into 
smaller pieces - so I had to pass.  If anyone is seri-
ously interested, I can contact the seller, I bet he still 
has it.   
  

The other lot of rough that I passed on was some 
purple tourmaline and blue Indicolite.  The rough 
dealer said it was all Indicolite.  The seller wanted to 
know if I was aware of the value of the purple 
rough.  I told him that I wasn’t and so we decided 
that there was no need to even begin negotiating.  
He recommended that I do some research on the 
market price for this rough and then get back with 
him.  Have any of you heard of purple Indicolite?  It 
may have been Siberite Tourmaline, but having 
never actually seen Siberite, I’m not sure.  The 
pieces were large and clean and my understanding 
of Siberite is that it is rarely clean.  Does Rubelite 
ever come in an amethyst purple color?  Hopefully 
I’ll have a better understanding of the purple tour-
maline before my next visit to Thailand.   
  

No other real surprises on the rough that I saw.  I 
had a great time! 
  

I’ll be back to Thailand before the end of the year 
(for the third time this year!) and I know exactly 
what I’ll be looking for.  But I still won’t be able to 
pick up 35 Kilos of Aqua! 
   

Hope you find this report informative. 

 Mike 

Back at cutting gems in my spare time here in dusty 
and Kabul!  

Newsletter Exchanges 
The USFG is currently involved in newsletter 
and information exchanges with  the follow-
ing newsletters and their respective publish-
ing Guilds. 

We welcome any information about your 
Guild activities.  If you Guild is planning 
seminars, symposiums, competitions, etc., 
send us the event and contact information for 
publication. 

If your Guild isn’t listed, and, and you would 
like to exchange newsletters with the USFG, 
please contact: 

Jenny Clark:  usfgnewsletter@cox.net 
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The following list is provided for your informa-
tion only, and does not represent an endorsement 
by the USFG. 

Any USFG member who is a dealer may have 
their site listed. Please send your information to 
Charlie Moon.  Include: 

Name of business; e-mail address, snail mail ad-
dress, telephone number, and a brief (25 words or 
less) description of your business. 

 

John Franke:  Facet Shoppe                     
Since 1990 we promote the art of gem cutting by 
offering information, rough and cut gemstones, 
lapidary equipment and supplies for faceters of all 
skill levels, and maintain the Datavue Gem De-
sign Database.  NO e-mail — write or call for free 
price list. 

WEBSITE:  http://www.gemcutter.com  

E-Mail: facet@gemcutter.com               
FAX:   360-385-9256                                
TELE: 360-385-4520                                  

John Franke                                                   
P.O. Box 449                                                  
Port Townsend, WA  98368 

 

 

Jeff Graham:  Gram Faceting                              
Rough available:  Tourmaline, Garnet, Sapphires, 
Quartz, Beryl, Peridot, Topaz, Gram Faceting 
books, “ask Jeff” faceting related questions, cut 
stones, links. 

WEBSITE: http://www.faceters.com 

E-Mail: jeff@faceters.com                          

Jeff Graham                                                        
Gram Faceting                                                   
P.O. Box 18385                                                      
Tucson, AZ  85731 
 

 

John Kilian:  The Kilian Collection               
“We sell faceted gemstones, gem rough, mineral 
specimens, jewelry and decorator pieces.  The site 
features specimen picture galleries and a picture 
chronology of my faceting activity.” 

WEBSITE:  
http://www.kiliancollection.com                             

E-Mail:  info@kiliancollection.com                    
TELE: 206-963-9065 or                                               
   520-229-3209                                   

John Kilian                                                          
11535 N. Monika Leigh Place                           
Oro Valley, AZ  85737 

 

 

Rob Kulakofsky:  Color Wright                   
Offering major brands of faceting machines, laps, 
saws and accessories at discount prices.  We also 
specialize in select faceting rough, slabs, cabbing 
and carving rough. 

WEBSITE: http://www.color-wright.com  

E-Mail: rk@color-wright.com              
TELE: (toll-free) 877-548-1439 

 

 

Jean Marr:  MystiCrystals, Gifts from the 
Heart of the Earth                                                
Our searchable website features information 
about our show schedule, gemstone jewelry, fac-
eted gemstones, custom faceting, gem trees, gem 
tree supplies, facet rough, and contains articles by 
Jean on gemology and faceting. 

WEBSITE:  www.mysticrystals.com            

E-Mail:  sales@myysticrystals.com         
TELE: 336-595-3870                                        

Jean Marr                                                          
P.O.Box 1815                                                        
Kernersville, NC   12185 
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Jeanne Ridolfi:  Rock Peddler                     
Please visit our website for our complete discount 
catalogue of lapidary equipment and supplies.  We 
sell major brands of faceting machines, laps, saws, 
accessories and rough. 

WEBSITE:  www.rockpeddler.com                            
             www.bestrough.com — see our                       
              new LOW PRICES for synthetics.      
E-Mail:  rp@rockpeddler.com                    
TELE:  800-416-4348                                         
 Toll free in US and Canada,                        
 Monday-Friday, 10:30— 4:30 EST. 

 

 

Jonathan L. Rolfe:  Jon Rolfe, Gearloose 
Online articles illustrate how to build your own 
laps, faceting machines, digital angle readouts for 
existing production machines.  Some examples of 
Jon’s gem cutting appear & information re his 
Batt Lap.  There are links to other gem cutting 
sites and organizations. 

WEBSITE:  http:www.gearloose.com           

E-Mail: USFG@gearloose.com                   

Jonathan L. Rolfe                                                 
P.O. Box 533                                                            
North Easton, MA   02356 
   

   

Mike Scanlan: Pebble Designs                       
Rough and cut gemstones, finished jewelry and 
jewelry components. 

WEBSITE: 
 www.pebbledesignsbymolly.com             

E-Mail: pebbledesigns@aol.com  or       
Scanlanmg.aol.com                         

Mike Scanlan                                                         
P.O. Box 1014                                                        
Hixson, TN  37343 

John Wright:  Gems by John                      
Step by step faceting photos & instructions, facet-
ing rough, faceted gemstones, custom & hand-
made jewelry with colored stones. 

WEBSITE:  www.gemsbyjohn.com                

E-Mail:  JohnWright@gemsbyjohn.com    
TELE: 859-539-2407                                         

John Wright                                                           
Gems by John                                                         
4825 Coral Creek Circle                                    
Lexington, KY   40501 
 

 

Charles L. Moon:  Moon Stones                    
Lapidary and Faceting equipment.  Business pri-
marily one of “drop shipping”. 

E-Mail: clmoon@pacbell.net                          
TELE: 707-822-6063                                       

Charles L. Moon                                                   
155 Myrtle Court                                            
Arcata, CA  95521-6511 

 

 

Glenn Klein, G.G.                                                
Author, Historian, Competition Facetor.  To learn 
about Faceting History, what equipment was used 
and what methods were used through the centu-
ries in fashioning diamonds and faceting colored 
stones, check my website to get information for 
ordering my new book: Faceting History: Cut-
ting Diamonds & Colored Stones. 

WEBSITE: www.glennklein.com               
E-Mail: glennklein@yahoo.com              
 

 

USFG WEBSITE: 

http://www.usfacetersguild.org 



: usfgnewsletter@cox,net : jeffnkzoo@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.usfacetersguild.org/docs/USFGbylaws.pdf 

Please feel free to use the back of this form for additional information or special instructions 


