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United States Faceters Guild 

 
 

Inside this issue: 

 
 

Promoting the art, skill and teaching of faceting 
Expanding the knowledge of natural and man-

made crystals 
Developing and promoting uniform rules for 
faceting competitions within the U.S.A. and 

among other countries 
Sponsoring or assisting in managed                   

competitions 
Serving as a national repository for faceting      

designs, published materials and general                
information for  faceters everywhere 

 



The 2007 Hob Nob went great. Many of the icons from the faceting community and several from for-
eign countries were there. We had 110 in attendance, and it was a very nice time with several activi-
ties going on. 

 In this message I would like to answer a question I get from faceters all the time. “What can the 
USFG do for me and why should I pay $18.00 for four issues of the newsletter?” 

 My answer is that the USFG and your local guilds have already done more than you can ever repay 
with an $18.00 check once a year. The first time you pick up a dop you become a member of the 
faceting community. Whether you admit it to yourself — or even believe it — you are now in a com-
munity. As in every community, there are folks that support it in various ways — monetary, volunteer-
ism, or just participating with membership dues. Then there are those who  criticize and complain, but 
offer nothing. They have all kinds of excuses to themselves as to why they are not a part of this com-
munity …  you are a part whether you think so or not! 

 Most all innovations and new techniques are passed on through the local guilds and the USFG. I am 
sure that every faceter out there has many free diagrams downloaded or received from various web 
sites around. I’m equally sure that you’ve read various articles that have been freely written and 
shared by the past folks like Fred Van Sant and many others. So you can’t say you haven’t benefited 
from the faceting community, or that you’re not a part of that community. Now, for whatever reason, 
you don’t want to support something you are a part of — you are still taking something from and 
benefiting because the local guilds and the USFG are there. 

 Every officer and board member of the USFG gets paid nothing. I pay dues just like you do, and so 
do all the officers and board members. It is all volunteer work. In my case I put out several hundred 
dollars every year in expenses that I don’t charge to the USFG and many, many hours of work, as I 
know others do also. 

 For years I was a non participant, a loner, and one of the people that would say, “What can you do 
for me”. As I got older I realized that I had been benefiting all along from the good people before me 
that took the lead in laying the foundation of our community. I finally came to the conclusion that it 
was time I gave something back. At first it was just support with my membership dues. Then taking on 
positions in guilds and the USFG. Now as President of the USFG. So I have been there, done that. 
Now I hope by example to influence others to at least take the first step and support this community 
that you ARE  a member of. 

Membership is how we exist. Without it the guilds are dying. Symposiums are disappearing. The lack 
of some one stepping forward to volunteer and lead,  to take the place of those of us who have 
served, is really hurting the community. If not YOU then who? I ask that question all the time. You can 
do little things.  Contribute an article on something simple, like what machine you use and why or how 
you got it. Your last experience when you bought rough, what kind, how much of it and what price. Or 
the last stone you cut and the problems you encountered. Every one in the community is interested in 
what their peers are doing. The local guilds and the USFG is one way to keep the faceting community 
informed. 

 So. to answer the question “What can my local guild and the USFG do for me?” We have already 
done a lot for you and, with your help, we will continue to do more. 

Art Kavan, President 

President’s Message 
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Dues and Newsletter Policy 

Officers 2006-2008 

The USFG Newsletter is a quar-
terly publication of the United 
States Faceters Guild, published 
in March, June, September and 
December.  It is delivered by mail 
or e-mail to all paid members of 
the Guild.  Member-
ship dues are $18 
per year (USD) and 
are payable to the 
USFG Treasurer. 

Opinions expressed 
are those of the edi-
tor, contributing 
members, or quoted 
authors, and do not necessarily 
represent the United States Fa-
ceters Guild or its membership. 
The newsletter is for the express 
purpose of sharing information 
with the members and other facet-
ing guilds, and has no intent to 
show preference to or cause dam-
age to any person, group, product, 
manufacturer or commercial com-
pany. 

Newsletter Submissions 
Correspondence concerning the 
content of the newsletter, ex-
change bulletins and newsletters 
should be sent to the editor. 

 

 

Items submitted 
for publication in 
the newsletter 
should be sent to: 

   

usfgnewsletter @cox.net                   
or mailed to                                   
Jenny Clark                                   

1321 N. 66 Place                           
Mesa, AZ  85205 

All items should be received no 
later than the 20th of the month 
preceding publication date. 

Renewing members will  be sent a 
new membership card  with the 
next newsletter. 

 

POST YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
CARD IN A CONSPICUOUS 
PLACE AS A TIMELY RE-
MINDER OF YOUR MEMBER-
SHIP EXPIRATION DATE. 

 

If your membership will expire 
before the next issue, the address 
label will display DUES DUE. 

All members receiving a DUES 
DUE issue will receive one more 
complimentary issue bearing a 
FINAL REMINDER notation. 

For ALL members who elect not 
to renew their  membership, the 
FINAL REMINDER will be the 
final issue mailed. 

PAGE 3 UNITED STATES FACETERS GUILD VOLUME 17,  NUMBER 1 

REMINDER: 

Bulk mail is NOT 
forwarded.  Please keep 

your address updated. 

 

Please!  

       Make all checks                           
payable to : 

USFG  
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This article should have been written be-
fore the Tucson Gem Show, but now you 
can see how you did. I am not really any 
kind of authority on rough but have a lot 
of experience trying to buy good faceting 
material. Most of the time you have sev-
eral other unknown faceters looking over 
your shoulder while you are looking at 
rough, it can be somewhat distracting and 
may influence your decision, like buying 
more than you would actually want to. 
You should have at least a good loupe and 
bright pen light with you as a minimum 
and a regular piece of white paper some-
times helps if you are looking at garnet. 
    

 Beginners always make the same mis-
takes. Green Tourmaline with a closed “C” 
axes is a big killer. It looks very nice with 
a light shining through it but it will al-
ways be a BLACK stone, don’t let any of 
the so called pro’s tell you otherwise. Yes 
you can cut the closed ends at 70 degrees 
and it will help but you will still end up 
with a black stone. The only way you can 
salvage your black stone is to cut the pa-
vilion way under critical angle so you can 
at least tell it is green. Pink and other 
lighter colors can also have closed “C” axes 
but fair a lot better than green and most of 
the time will work out.  Just don’t buy 
very dark ones. 
   

 Sometimes they (at The Mine) will cook or 
I should say heat treat the natural rough 
to enhance the color, it may be as simple 
as burying it under a fire and taking a 
piece out every now and then to check 
color or putting the stones in a kiln with 
controlled heat. Regardless what methods 
they use, heat treating can cause prob-
lems. I bought a piece of gorgeous pink 

tourmaline several years ago and cut a 12 mm 
Texas Lone Star, took it off the dop and admired 
my work. I set it on a little shelf and the next 
morning when I came out to admire it again it 
had cracked in half.  $234 lost. I am sure the 
heat treatment put internal stress on the stone 
along with cutting and polishing. 
     

 I am always looking for super clean natural 
rough, as some competitions require you to use 
natural material. It can become quite expensive 
sometimes. Once I was looking for some clean 
Aquamarine and the dealer was helping me as 
we knew each other for several years. We both 
agreed that this one crystal about one and a 
quarter inches long was super clean. When I cut 
the crystal I got two stones out of it and both had 
veils all through them. So even after very thor-
ough inspection you can still be wrong. 
   

 A lot of natural rough has inclusions, lily pads 
(Peridot), bubbles, sticks and just all kinds of 
junk in them. We make the mistake of thinking 
we can cut around them or hide them under the 
girdle line, but you are flirting with disaster. 
When you buy this stuff you own it and you are 
going to get way less than you ever planned on, 
probably never get your money back as the stone 
can only be used as an accent stone after cutting 
all the bad stuff out. Good rough costs a lot of 
money, but bad stuff ends up costing you more. 
The thing that will get you in the most trouble is 
finally having enough money in your pocket to 
buy some good rough and you go out determined 
to buy some. You are now in a weakened state 
and need a buddy with at least the experience or 
more than you have to go with you and give an 
honest opinion. Most of the time you are going to 
get burned some, so don’t be surprised when it 
happens. A lot of the dealers don’t know what 
they have and you know probably less. 

How to and What For #12 

By Art Kavan 
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 It used to be you could buy synthetics and 
be pretty sure you will get good stock. Not 
any more, you have to look at and inspect 
each piece, mostly for bubbles and cracks. 
Don’t buy synthetics by mail order any-
more.  The dealers tend to send you pieces 
of the colors you ask for that nobody else 
would select — in other words the ones 
they would like to get rid of. Any rough, 
Natural or Synthetic, I would never buy 
with out personally holding and inspecting 
it. Then it is still a crap shoot. At the least 
make sure the dealer has a liberal return 
policy if the only way possible is for you to 
mail order some. If you want to facet 
stones you have to learn how to purchase 
rough. Even the best get burned, all you 
can do is educate yourself on the material 
you want to purchase and dive in.  It al-
ways cost money to learn a new game. 
   

          GOOD LUCK you will need it!   

 Make a new friend! 
(...the Editor) 

 

Write an article for the newsletter.   
It can be technical, anecdotal, humorous,  a faceting 

design … basically anything to do with our hobby and 
interests. 

 

Tell us about your faceting experiences,  tips,      rough 
hunting, etc. 

 

Remember...this is YOUR newsletter! 

Help 
Wanted 

USFG SSC 
There’s still time!! 

 

The 2007 USFG Single Stone Competition 
postmark deadline for submitting entries is 
June 20, 2007. 
 
See the designs in the September ‘06 news-
letter.  You may also obtain them by going to 
our website: www.usfacetersguild.org . An 
entry form is included in this  issue. 

 

Cost to enter is $25 — no entry fee for the 
Novice class.  You will get a detailed score 
sheet as well as comments from the Judge.  
This is an excellent way to gauge your pro-
gress as you hone your faceting skills. 
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Newsletter Exchanges 
The USFG is currently involved in newsletter 
and information exchanges with  the following 
newsletters and their respective publishing 
Guilds. 

We welcome any information about your Guild 
activities.  If you Guild is planning seminars, 
symposiums, competitions, etc., send us the 
event and contact information for publication. 

If your Guild isn’t listed, and, and you would 
like to exchange newsletters with the USFG, 
please contact: 

Jenny Clark:  usfgnewsletter@cox.net 

 

 
Angles: 

Faceters Guild of Southern  California                             

Faceter’s Stonechat:   

UK  Cutters Guild 

Facets:  

 Columbia-Willamette  Faceter’s Guild 

Facet Talk:     

Australian Faceter’s Guild 

Meet Points:  

Vancouver Island Faceter’s Guild 

The Crystal and Gem News:    

North  Puget Sound Faceting Guild 

The Cut of the Month:   

Tomoka Faceters Guild  of N. Daytona 
Beach, FL.  

Texas Faceter’s Guild Newsletter 

Off the Dop: 

Intermountain Faceter’s  Guild 

The Transfer Block:   

Faceter’s Guild of Northern California 

Welcome  
New Members 

Lynn B. Barlow, MD,  UT 
Peg Burdge, OR 

Andre Cobet, MD 
Blake DeHuff, MI 
Anne Graham, OR 
Bruce Halliday, NJ 

John (Jack) Helting, NC 
Timothy Hill, IA 

Robert Jones, WA 
Brian Maxwell, QLD AU 
Richard M. Perreault, 

Allen Petersen, CT 
Jim Porter, CA  
Ed Romack, ID 
David Root, MI 

Robert Russell, MA 
Kevin Schwebel, NM 
Thomas Sterrett, IN 
Greg Stimpson, IL 

Doug Turet, MA 
Thomas Willis, CA 

Jim Wingo, CA 
 

We’re glad you  
joined us! 
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        2007 NAFC  
 

The winners of the 2007 
North American Faceting 
Challenge are, from left to 
right:   

 

Dick Fairless, 2nd. Place. 

Jack Freeman, 3rd Place.   

Jim Clark, 1st Place. 

2006 IFC                 
US Team 

All five members of the 
winning US Team from 
the 2006 Australian In-
ternational Faceting 
Challenge were present 
at the 2007 HobNob in 
Tucson on February 3.   

Left to Right, they are:  

Dick Fairless,              
Art Kavan,                

Wing Evans,              
Jack Freeman            

Jim Clark. 
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TRILLION CUSHION EXERCISE 
      By Paul Head 

 

This GemCadWin exercise illustrates one method to construct exactly equal cushion girdle fac-
ets for a trillion. The methods used can be extended to squares, pears and other more compli-
cated shapes. There are other ways to construct these girdles, some easier, others more diffi-
cult, e.g., using trigonometry. The intent of this exercise is to make use of some of the least used 
GemCad menu commands and the Windows Calculator. 

 

The Windows Copy/Paste operations can be used within GemCadWin to avoid typographic er-
rors when transferring data from a dialog box to the “New Facet Info” box. For example, if the 
“z” coordinate listed in a “Meet Point” dialog box must be placed in the “Center-to-Facet Dis-
tance” of the “New Facet Info” box; simply highlight the coordinate, right click it, select “Copy”, 
and click “Cancel”. The number is now on the Clipboard. Now right click “Center-to-Facet” and 
select “Paste” (sometimes the paste must be repeated). The number can also be pasted into 
other Windows programs such as EXCEL, WORD, Notebook, and the Calculator. 

 

For convenience, create a Calculator shortcut on the Desktop from “Start, Programs, Accesso-
ries”; or from the C:\Windows\System32\Calc.exe directory. For the purpose of this exercise, 
the Standard view will be used. Note that the Calculator’s “Copy/Paste” functions are in the 
“Edit” menu instead of being controlled by highlighting and the mouse. 

 

This step by step exercise will be for a trillion girdle with 15 equal facets. Using a 96 index 
gear, the indices will be; 96-2-4-28-30-32-34-36-60-62-64-66-68-92-94. Start the Windows calcu-
lator and keep it on the Taskbar. It will be used for Copy and Paste operations, transferring 
data back and forth from GemCad and the calculator. 

 

Start GemCad and make a 48 sided prism. 

 1) Set “Symmetry” to 48 no “Mirror”. (divide index gear by index step, 96/2 ) 

 2) In the “New Facet Info” box enter “Angle” 90 degrees, “Center to Facet   
   Distance” 0.8, and “Index” 96, click “Apply”. FIGURE 1 

 3) Next isolate the five facets at index 96. Set “Symmetry” to 1 “Mirror”. 

 4) Click the point indicated and click “Use to Cut”. Enter “Angle” 90 degrees, and  
  “Index” 28. Click “Apply”. Strange looking result, FIGURE 2. 
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                                  FIGURE 1                                                     FIGURE 2 

 

       Note that 28 and 68 are the indices of girdle facets on the sides of the trillion. 

 

           5) In the “Edit” menu select “Center” check “Y” and “center of mass”, click “OK”. 

 6) Uncheck “Mirror”. Click on the top edge as indicated on FIGURE 3 (be sure that                       
  the “y” coordinate is negative) and click on “Use to Cut”. Enter “Angle” 90 and 
  “Index” 96, Click “Apply”. FIGURE 3 

   

  This figure is too small to work with and it will be good if the facet width is  
  scaled to a number that is easy to remember. FIGURE 4 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       FIGURE 3                                                     FIGURE 4 
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    7) Scale the result so the facet width is 0.16. Click the point shown on FIGURE 5  
  and click “Use to Cut”. Highlight the “X” coordinate, right click the mouse and 
  select “Copy”, putting that value on the Windows clipboard. From the “Edit”                        
            menu select “Scale”, check “All”, enter 0.08 in the “Multiply” box and paste 

                     the clipboard into the “Divide” box. Click “OK”. Be SURE 0.08 is entered first.  
  FIGURE 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       FIGURE 5                                                  FIGURE 6   

 

 8) From the “Edit” menu select “Rotate” enter 28  and check “Index Notches”, click 
  “OK”. Click the point indicated on FIGURE 7 and click “Use to Cut”. Copy the 
  “X” coordinate to the clipboard and paste it into the calculator. Add 0.16 to  
  that value. Copy the result back to the clipboard. Edit the “X” coordinate of the 
  point by pasting the clipboard. Enter “Angle” 90 degrees and “Index” 2, click  
  “Apply”. FIGURE 8 

 

  A value other than 0.16 could have been used, but it must not be too large. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

    FIGURE 7                                                  FIGURE 8  

T

6

12

18

24

30

36

42
48

54

60

66

72

78

84

90
<96>

6

12

18

24

30

36

42
48

54

60

66

72

78

84

90
<96>

6

12

18

24

30

36

42
48

54

60

66

72

78

84

90
<96>

6

12

18

24

30

36

42
48

54

60

66

72

78

84

90
<96>

6

12

18

24

30

36

42
48

54

60

66

72

78

84

90
<96>

6

12

18

24

30

36

42
48

54

60

66

72

78

84

90
<96>

6

12

18

24

30

36

42
48

54

60

66

72

78

84

90
<96>

6

12

18

24

30

36

42
48

54

60

66

72

78

84

90
<96>

6

12

18

24

30

36

42
48

54

60

66

72

78

84

90
<96>



PAGE 11 UNITED STATES FACETERS GUILD VOLUME 17,  NUMBER 1 

 9) Rotate 2 notches and repeat the copy/paste procedure of step 8. Then enter 90 degrees, 
  index 2, and click “Apply”. We now have two complete facets 0.16 wide and anther         
  that has the correct index relative to the others. FIGURE 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    FIGURE 9 

 

 10) Rotate 2 notches. Click the point indicated on FIGURE 9, select “Center” from  
  the “Edit” menu, check “X” and “Use Point 1”, click “OK”. The diagram auto  
  scales and the girdle facets are no longer 0.16 wide, but that does not bother  our 
  final result. FIGURE 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   FIGURE 10  

 

 Note that the point indicated on FIGURE 10 is one corner of our desired trillion girdle. 
 Since its “X” coordinate is 0.00000000, the “Reflect” command from the “Edit” menu can 
 be used to complete the girdle. 

 

 11) From the “Edit” menu select “Reflect”, check “-X” and click “OK”. This is the girdle 
  shape we want but it is off center on the “Y” axis. Inspection of the cutting  
  instructions or comparing the “Center to Facet Distance” of the facets will confirm 
  this. FIGURE 11 
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 12) Center by checking “Y” and “Center of Mass”, click “OK”. Using the  center of  
  mass saves a lot of work. Scale by 1.5 to make the diagram a bit more useful.   
  FIGURE 12  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
          FIGURE 12  
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FIGURE 11  
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by 

                                                                        Art   Kavan 
    

I first became interested in large stones at the 2000 Riverside, California symposium. The Dare 
Devil Faceters were displaying several large stones.  I was very impressed with them and 
talked a little with Ed Romack about the stones.   

I started to do a little pre-planning at this time and the whole project was still in the “want to” 
stage.  Then, in 2004, at the Mount Vernon, Washington symposium I again talked with Ed Ro-
mack. He had a stone about 3” x 5” that was nicely cut out of quartz. This was when I started 
some serious planning and put a team together with goals and time frames—but still prelimi-
nary planning.   

Around April or May of 2006 I took the first step of this project — I purchased a very large base 
plate.  Billy Bob Riley did all the machine work.  Tom Miller put together the table with wheels 
and levelers.  Tom Miller also had some of the laps made.  We used half inch steel cut 20” in di-
ameter with 1/8” copper glued to each side of two laps.    I got some epoxy from Lock Tite — 
made for just gluing copper to steel.  We made three laps like this — two double sided and one 
single.  We used 100 diamond, 325 diamond, 600 diamond and 1200 diamond.  Billy Bob came 
up with a poly lap 1”  thick for polish that worked okay with cerium for quartz. 

I bought a 10.2 kilo piece of man made quartz from Morion for $536 and  we were ready to go. 

Wow! From here what a ride.  Some bad, but mostly good experiences.  We started the project 
August 29, 2006 by pre-forming the stone on a 14” slab saw I have.  We cut six pretty good sized 
pieces off it.  The stone I chose to cut was a cushion rectangle checkerboard by Fred Van Sant.  
The stone ended up 5” x 6 ¾”  with a weight of six pounds or 14,550 cts.  I could have cut a bit 
larger stone in a tourmaline cut or emerald cut — both with keels, but I thought the brilliant 
pavilion on the checkerboard would give a better looking stone so that is what I went with. We 
finished January 25th after spending 233.5 hours on the stone. 

Actually, the pavilion went pretty quickly,  except …  one of the workers flipped the reverse 
switch on the controller while it was turning a sixty pound lap at 150 rpm and it blew out the 
controller.  We were down for about six weeks trying to get it repaired.  Finally I got it back af-
ter shipping it to Phoenix — twice, out to California, back to Phoenix and back to me.   

We finished the pavilion with no problems.  To dop the stone to the crown side I used the same 
epoxy I used to glue the copper to steel.  What I did was take a one half inch piece of hard plas-
tic and cut it in the shape of the dop. then glued it in between.  After we transferred it we used 
a saw and cut through the plastic to remove the table dop.  We thought we could just grind the 
remaining plastic off on the 100 grit diamond.  No way! For some reason the plastic would not 
cut — period.  We used a skill saw with a concrete blade on it and it removed all the plastic with 
little problem. 
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Let me now cover the transfer.  The transfer block was made by Billy Bob Riley.  Very large so 
we can cut at least a fifty pound stone.  We used black wax in a 3” cone dop.  It took two sticks 
of wax.  Billy Bob and I did the transfer.  We first heated the wax in a frying pan on the stove.  
Then heated the dop with two propane torches.  Poured the hot wax in the dop and then had to 
wait around 10 minutes for the wax to cool enough to take an impression.  We were both 
amazed at how easy it was.  Next we put some super glue in, pushed it together, and voila! 
Transfer complete. 
       

Now,  here we go on the crown feeling like this is a piece of cake and thinking we are getting 
good at this big stuff.  About the fourth day we started at 8:30 in the morning and the stone 
just fell off the dop. What a feeling that was!  All our jaws just dropped, and for a long time we 
just looked at each other with blank faces.  We got the transfer block out and there was a per-
fect impression still in the wax, so we super glued it back in and in two hours we were back up 
and running.  Everything was matched up pretty well.  About two days later the stone fell off of 
the dop again.  By now we had a routine and super glued it again.  A few days later it fell off 
again!  The light finally went on as to the reason for it falling off the dop.  We believe if it was 
summer time it would never have fallen off.  What was happening was when I would close up 
the shop at night and shut the heat off, the temperature would drop from 80 down to 40 de-
grees.  The dop is aluminum, the wax and then the quartz were all contracting at different 
rates thus popping the stone.  The third time I used 330 epoxy and that solved the problem.  
But now the stone was tilted slightly from corner to corner diagonally.  That made it a night-
mare to cut the checkerboard.  Forget the diagram as now every facet has to be re-cut.  We re-
cut the crown completely three times keeping records of each facet all three times and finally 
ended up with a respectable stone.   
       

All I can say is: what an experience!  We all agreed that we learned a lot from this project and 
all are ready to start another one.  I had a 5 kilo 11 pound pink CZ located from John Franke 
and was looking forward to buying it at the Hob Nob.  When he brought it to me it was only 3 
kilos — a worker at the manufacturer thought he would cut 2 kilos off to make it easier to work 
with.  He ruined it as I was going to cut a briolette out of it.  It was shaped like a baseball bat.   

The list of characters on this project are as follows: 

    Art Kavan 

           Billy Bob Riley 

           Tom Miller 

           Jaime De Duzelbia 

           Tomo Karino 

           Jim Quigley did all the electrical work. 

 

If anyone has any questions about the project 
please feel free to ask. 
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Getting Kids Interested 
 

During the Tucson Gem Show Johnny Tew, of Fac-
ette, gave several demonstrations.  During these 
demos some children showed quite an interest in    
what he was doing.  It was delightful to see them ask-
ing questions and wanting to try working on a stone 
themselves. 

 We were fortunate that Hans Durstling was there and 
caught some memorable moments.  Thanks to Hans 
for graciously sharing these photos with us.  Just goes 
to show that youngsters ARE interested!  
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Thanks Jeff! 
 Our thanks to 

Jeff Ford for 
so generously 

sharing these 
designs. 



 

 

 

 

Welcome  
New Board Member 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to wel-
come Walt Seidelman to the USFG Board of 
Directors. 

You may recognize the name as Walt has 
competed in our Single Stone Competition. 

Walt lives in Michigan and is currently the 
Vice President of the Midwest Faceter’s 
Guild.  We look forward to his input and par-
ticipation. 

Planning an Event? 
 

If your Guild is planning a seminar or 
faceting competition be sure to notify 
the USFG.  
   

Not only can we publicize your event, 
but there may be money available to 
help cover some of the cost involved in 
such an undertaking. 
   

Just contact the President for full infor-
mation on this assistance program. 

Treasurer’s Report 



PAGE 21 UNITED STATES FACETERS GUILD VOLUME 17,  NUMBER 1 

 

The following list is provided for your informa-
tion only, and does not represent an endorsement 
by the USFG. 

Any USFG member who is a dealer may have 
their site listed. Please send your information to 
Charlie Moon.  Include: 

Name of business; e-mail address, snail mail ad-
dress, telephone number, and a brief (25 words or 
less) description of your business. 

 

John Franke:  Facet Shoppe                     
Since 1990 we promote the art of gem cutting by 
offering information, rough and cut gemstones, 
lapidary equipment and supplies for faceters of all 
skill levels, and maintain the Datavue Gem De-
sign Database.  NO e-mail — write or call for free 
price list. 

WEBSITE:  http://www.gemcutter.com  

E-Mail: facet@gemcutter.com               
FAX:   360-385-9256                                
TELE: 360-385-4520                                  

John Franke                                                   
P.O. Box 449                                                  
Port Townsend, WA  98368 

 

 

Jeff Graham:  Gram Faceting                              
Rough available:  Tourmaline, Garnet, Sapphires, 
Quartz, Beryl, Peridot, Topaz, Gram Faceting 
books, “ask Jeff” faceting related questions, cut 
stones, links. 

WEBSITE: http://www.faceters.com 

E-Mail: jeff@faceters.com                          

Jeff Graham                                                        
Gram Faceting                                                   
P.O. Box 18385                                                      
Tucson, AZ  85731 
 

 

John Kilian:  The Kilian Collection               
“We sell faceted gemstones, gem rough, mineral 
specimens, jewelry and decorator pieces.  The site 
features specimen picture galleries and a picture 
chronology of my faceting activity.” 

WEBSITE:  
http://www.kiliancollection.com                             

E-Mail:  info@kiliancollection.com                    
TELE: 206-963-9065 or                                               
   520-229-3209                                   

John Kilian                                                          
11535 N. Monika Leigh Place                           
Oro Valley, AZ  85737 

 

 

Rob Kulakofsky:  Color Wright                   
Offering major brands of faceting machines, laps, 
saws and accessories at discount prices.  We also 
specialize in select faceting rough, slabs, cabbing 
and carving rough. 

WEBSITE: http://www.color-wright.com  

E-Mail: rk@color-wright.com              
TELE: (toll-free) 877-548-1439 

 

 

Jean Marr:  MystiCrystals, Gifts from the 
Heart of the Earth                                                
Our searchable website features information 
about our show schedule, gemstone jewelry, fac-
eted gemstones, custom faceting, gem trees, gem 
tree supplies, facet rough, and contains articles by 
Jean on gemology and faceting. 

WEBSITE:  www.mysticrystals.com            

E-Mail:  sales@myysticrystals.com         
TELE: 336-595-3870                                        

Jean Marr                                                          
P.O.Box 1815                                                        
Kernersville, NC   12185 
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Jerry Newman:  Gemart Services           
Custom gemstone faceting and lapidary service 
including repair/recutting of damaged stones.  Ex-
clusive dealer for the Vargas Pol-A-Gem laps for 
superior scratch-free gemstone polishing. 

WEBSITE:  www.gemartservices.com 

E-Mail:  gemartserv@dc.rr.com          
TELE: 760-770-6599                                

Jerry Newman                                            
36-101 Bob Hope Dr., E5 #105                
Rancho Mirage, CA  92270 
    

Jeanne Ridolfi:  Rock Peddler                     
Please visit our website for our complete discount 
catalogue of lapidary equipment and supplies.  We 
sell major brands of faceting machines, laps, saws, 
accessories and rough. 

WEBSITE:  www.rockpeddler.com                            
             www.bestrough.com — see our                       
              new LOW PRICES for synthetics.      
E-Mail:  rp@rockpeddler.com                    
TELE:  800-416-4348                                         
 Toll free in US and Canada,                        
 Monday-Friday, 10:30— 4:30 EST. 
    

Jonathan L. Rolfe:  Jon Rolfe, Gearloose 
Online articles illustrate how to build your own 
laps, faceting machines, digital angle readouts for 
existing production machines.  Some examples of 
Jon’s gem cutting appear & information re his 
Batt Lap.  There are links to other gem cutting 
sites and organizations. 

WEBSITE:  http:www.gearloose.com           

E-Mail: USFG@gearloose.com                   

Jonathan L. Rolfe                                                 
P.O. Box 533                                                            
North Easton, MA   02356 

Mike Scanlan: Pebble Designs                       
Rough and cut gemstones, finished jewelry and 
jewelry components.  WEBSITE: 
 www.pebbledesignsbymolly.com             

E-Mail: pebbledesigns@aol.com  or       
Scanlanmg.aol.com                         

Mike Scanlan                                                         
P.O. Box 1014                                                        
Hixson, TN  37343 
 

John Wright:  Gems by John                      
Step by step faceting photos & instructions, facet-
ing rough, faceted gemstones, custom & hand-
made jewelry with colored stones. 

WEBSITE:  www.gemsbyjohn.com                

E-Mail:  JohnWright@gemsbyjohn.com    
TELE: 859-539-2407                                         

John Wright                                                           
Gems by John                                                         
4825 Coral Creek Circle                                    
Lexington, KY   40501 
 

Charles L. Moon:  Moon Stones                    
Lapidary and Faceting equipment.  Business pri-
marily one of “drop shipping”. 

E-Mail: clmoon@pacbell.net                          
TELE: 707-822-6063                                       

Charles L. Moon                                                   
155 Myrtle Court                                            
Arcata, CA  95521-6511 
  

Glenn Klein, G.G.                                                
Author, Historian, Competition Facetor.  To learn 
about Faceting History, what equipment was used 
and what methods were used through the centu-
ries in fashioning diamonds and faceting colored 
stones, check my website to get information for 
ordering my new book: Faceting History: Cut-
ting Diamonds & Colored Stones. 

WEBSITE: www.glennklein.com               
E-Mail: glennklein@yahoo.com              

          

USFG WEBSITE: 

http://www.usfacetersguild.org 



USFG Single Stone Competition – Cutter Entry Form 
Please include a signed copy of this form with your stone, entry fee, return packaging and return postage, a 6” x 

9” bubble padded envelope or box is recommended for return.   

Please use a 1-1/8” clear stone cup if possible.   

 

 
 

Name:   

Address:   

City/zip 
(country) 

  

Phone:   

Email:   

The most common questions about the USFG Single Stone Competition: 
This is a closed competition; cutters MUST be current members of the USFG.  Membership applica-

tion/fees/renewals may be submitted with the cutters entry. 
This is a single stone event; one cutter, one class, one stone.  Cutters may not enter multiple stones 

and/or classes. 
Cutters may not enter stones in classes below prior certifications levels. 
Cutters may challenge higher classes, BUT it is highly recommended that they have another cutter 

honestly evaluate their cutting skills before doing so. 
  

Entry Class 
(circle one) Novice PreMaster Master Grand Master   

Entry Fee 
(US funds) **FREE** $25.00 $25.00 $25.00   

Stone Data (if 
known) 

Stone Size, mm   Stone Color     

Stone Species   Stone Weight     

Faceting Machine used? 
(optional)   

Entry Type 
? 

(circle one) 

Anonymous Entry - Yes, I wish to enter as 
”Anonymous” Note: Scores still may be 

reported, but only identified as 
“Anonymous Entry” 

Public Entry - Yes, I wish to have my name 
& score “Public” and reported as such. 

Note: All cutters (Anonymous or Public) will be entitled to receive awards and/or certification for qualify-
ing scores.   If NO selection is made above, it will be assumed that the cutter wishes to enter their stone 

entered as “Public Entry” 

Signature / Date 
  

  
Your signature indicates that you accept the Rules & Conditions of USFG competition. 

Complete USFG Single Stone Competition rules may be found at  
 http://www.usfacetersguild.org/doc5/currentsscrules.pdf 





: usfgnewsletter@cox,net : jeffnkzoo@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.usfacetersguild.org/docs/USFGbylaws.pdf 

Please feel free to use the back of this form for additional information or special instructions 


