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  Well, by now, contest stones have reached Jeff Ford and are ready to be forwarded to the judges.  
The most important item isn’t whether your stone made it to the post office in time or not, but rather the 
amount of learning you enjoyed during the process of cutting the stone.  For me, the Superpear 96 is a diffi-
cult stone to cut because of the low symmetry (1-fold, mirror-image), the large number of tiers (39) and de-
pendence of the final pavilion tier meets on the first couple of tiers -- a bit off on the angles at the beginning 
has a large impact on how the final tiers will meet up.  I cut five stones before I started on the contest stone 
and I’m wondering if that was really enough.  No matter how it turns out, I’ve learned some things about 
faceting that I didn’t know earlier.  While I suspect that this has been said many times before, I’ve come to 
the realization that to be a really good faceter only takes two things – the first is to produce a 10X clean pol-
ish and second, know when to quit cutting (at all stages from rough cut to prepolish to polish).  The polish is 
getting closer for me, but the learning to quit cutting just before I go too far is still in the steep-learning-curve 
stage.  I hope you all enjoyed this year’s contest as much as I did.  Thanks to our competition committee, Jeff 
Ford and Jim Clark, for putting a good one together. 
 I was re-reading some old issues of the Texas Faceting Guild newsletter and came across an article by 
David Miller entitled “The Most Important Part of Faceting”.  I think that it’s very relevant to becoming a 
good faceter (competition or otherwise) and worth summarizing:  The most important part is LOOKING.  And 
Mr. Miller went on to break looking into three parts:  1. You have to learn HOW to look.  2. You have to know 
what to look FOR.  3. Then WHAT to do about it after you find it.  If you’re a beginning faceter, then the first 
step takes lots of practice – how to use a loop and adjust the lights so that they become second nature.  As 
you advance, you begin to learn how to recognize a good meets versus a poor meets and the difference be-
tween a good polish and a so-so polish.  And finally you’ll spend the rest of your faceting career perfecting 
part 3 – getting better and better meets and chasing after the perfect polish.   
 In the words of Carl Unruh “Remember the 3 “F’s”; Facet For Fun! 
 
 Enjoy the sparkle, 
 Keith Wyman 
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    Kalamazoo, MI  
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USFGNews@wildblue.net 2008-2010 

Board Member    Walt Seidelman, MI  

waltseidelman@comcast.net 2007-2009 

Board Member                  Jenny Clark, Mesa, AZ  

 byjimenny@cox.net  2007-2009 

Board Member                  Paul Newman Franklin, TN 
traderpaul@verizon.net  2008-2010 

Historian:  Glenn Klein, Lake Forest, CA 
glennklein@yahoo.com 

Advisor:  Charles L. Moon, Arcata, CA  
clmoon@pacbell.net 

Appointed Staff 
Membership: Jeff Ford, Kalamazoo, MI            
jeffinkzoo@sbcglobal.net 

Webmaster Dan Linder,  Concord, CA 
dan@madfrog.net 
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Dues and Newsletter Policy   

Board of Directors 

the Guild.  Membership dues are 
$18 per year (USD) and are pay-
able to the USFG Treasurer. 

Opinions expressed are those of the 
editor, contributing members, or 
quoted authors, and do not neces-
sarily represent the United States 
Faceters Guild or its membership. 
The newsletter is for the express 
purpose of sharing information 
with the members and other facet-
ing guilds, and has no intent to 
show preference to or cause dam-
age to any person, group, product, 
manufacturer or commercial com-
pany. 

Newsletter Submissions 
Correspondence concerning the 
content of the newsletter, exchange 
bulletins and newsletters should be 
sent to the editor. 

Items submitted for publication in 
the newsletter should be sent to: 

   

USFGNews@wildblue.net                    
or mailed to                                   

Paul Brantner 

 29259 Thunderbolt Circle 

Conifer, CO 80433 

All items should be received no 
later than the 20th of the month 
preceding publication date. 

*Membership cards will no lin-
ger be issued* 

*Your membership expiration date 
will be on the address label or 
within the email containing your 
newsletter.* 

All members receiving a DUES 
DUE issue will receive one more 
complimentary issue bearing a FI-
NAL REMINDER notation. 

For ALL members who elect not to 
renew their  membership, the FI-
NAL REMINDER will be the final 
issue mailed. 

The USFG Newsletter is a quar-
terly publication of the United 
States Faceters Guild, published in 
March, June, September and                                                                               
December.  It is delivered by mail 
or e-mail to all paid members of 
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**Neither Bulk Mail or email 
is forwarded! 

Don’t forget to let us know of 
an address change! 



   This quarter I would like to discuss my view on scratching and the use of Oxides. It is one of the most 
discouraging happenings for a faceter! If we understand some of its causes and how to remedy some of them 
we have a better chance of succeeding in cutting stones. Notice I haven’t mentioned polishing yet. A lot of 
our problems start with the initial cutting, whether you are using a 100 dot lap or even a 260 diamond. I have 
experienced it myself in my early years of cutting. I was taught 360, 600 and 1200 then polish. A lot of you 
out there take it further like 3000 or eight thousand for pre polish. What generally happens is we have a new 
sharp 600 or 1200 and we skip the 360 after the 100 or skip the 600 after the 360. After all there might be 23 
steps like in the pavillion of a super pear and we can save a lot of time by not cutting 23 steps once. I know 
most of you out there have done it at least several times and probably got away with it! But you and I know 
that is not the way things are done. First off it is very hard on your laps, second it can and often does cause 
problems when you get to polish. Also there are other ways to increase speed and quality with out taking 
those kinds of short cuts. Diamond cuts away material by digging out grooves in the material, 100 grit takes 
big grooves and even chunks out of the material. Sometimes when you go to polish and you see scratching it 
is not your polish but the grooves you never took out from the beginning as they can be very deep. So the 
best way to not have this happen to you, especially if you are cutting expensive rough, is not to use anything 
bigger than a 360 to start and if very small rough a 600. I have even started with a 1200 on six mm or less. On 
synthetics I generally use a 100 dot lap to pre form then 360,600 and 1200. If commercial I polish from there 
on most materials with 50,000 on BATT, if competition I go one more step and polish over the 50,000 with 
200,000 on ceramic. 

 Ok, lets try to cover some common problems. One is using a Cerium Ultra Lap; there are actually two of 
them. One is brown (the original and common, slightly cheaper) and the other is blue, called a Spectra Lap. 
The difference is the blue is made with optical grade cerium where the brown is not. Ultra laps are thin disc 
of a polymer material coated with oxides; tin, cerium, alumina, chrome, and a few others. I use my flattest 
lap (ceramic), spray a little soapy water on it, and put shiny side down, then place the Ultra lap on top-- good 
to go. A little water drip, about two drops around every five seconds, with a couple drops of dish soap shook 
up in my water tank. I use 150 rpm max on the speed, sometimes slower. Now to me, the brown cerium is a 
little more aggressive and will give you just as good results as the blue if you understand it. The brown has 
more contaminates in it, but if you use it this way, I think you will be satisfied with it. When you first start 
polishing a tier of facets, don’t polish out the first three or four, just polish them out about half way, you will 
see some scratching but if you sweep your lap and then go back to the first facet you should be able to now 
polish scratch free. One other thing that will cause scratching on ultra laps is dry spots. Every once in awhile 
turn your lap off and inspect for dry spots. You may have to increase your drip rate but remember the more 
water you use the more rounding of facet you will encounter. Another problem is they tend to roll up with to 
much pressure, after several facets they will get wrinkles close to the hub, so every once in awhile shut the 
lap off and lift the ultra lap up to get the wrinkles out or you can reverse the lap and use finger pressure to 
take the wrinkles out. 

 Let’s revisit the Corian lap too. About five years ago the Corian was very popular. Now it seems to have 
faded. It can be a valuable lap in certain cases. I use it exclusively with oxides, mostly alumina A & B and pre-
fer the B in most applications. The B works great with laser glass. Corian is cheap and easy to get, you can 
make them yourself if you are handy with common tools. I had a machinist friend make up a dozen and now 
only have one left as I started a lot of faceters on the Corian and gave them away. The major draw back is the 
rounding of facets as with all laps except the ceramic. A lot of faceters use the Corian with diamond with ex-

How to and What For #21 
By Art Kavan 
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cellent results but I have no experience with diamond on Corian as I use the ceramic. 

 This is how I set up to polish with a Corian lap: First I clean it at the kitchen sink by scrubbing it with a 
plastic scratch pad and scouring powder like Comet, then rinse and scrub again with dish soap. Now rinse 
well with hot water and dry. Put the Corian on the machine. I use Tree Wax, a brand name. It is a carnauba 
wax. I couldn’t find it in less than a one pound can. Take your finger and with the lap turning slowly spread 
the wax heavily on the lap. Take a folded up paper towel and spread the wax evenly over the lap. Turn the 
machine off and let dry for five to ten minutes. Now turn the lap on around 150 rpm and with a fresh paper 
towel polish the lap. You only need to wax up the lap once for the pavilion and then again when you do the 
crown. I put the oxide in a little 1 oz cup and set it besides my machine. I also put a couple drops of dish soap 
in my drip bottle to act as a surfactant. I set the drip at around two drops every five seconds and run the rpm 
at around one hundred. Use your finger to spread the water over the lap then dip your finger in the oxide -
very little oxide!-  and spread on the lap and start polishing. Repeat as needed on the oxide. You need firm 
pressure. Most often scratches are caused by dry spots on the lap or too much oxides. 

 Some faceters use the Corian a lot with both diamond and oxides. Use two separate laps of course, as you 
wouldn’t use both on the same lap. You have a lot of choices in oxides. Cerium, alumina, tin, chrome and oth-
ers. Each one has its place with the right material to solve a polishing problem. Weather you use a Corian, 
Tin, Tin/lead, BATT, Zink, or the many other types of laps you can solve your polish problems with oxides. 
Learn to use them and experiment with different combinations, you will be surprised with the results. 

 Art Kavan 

How to and What For conintued 

 

Paul Head:  GemCadWin Tutorial  
The tutorial is now being distributed. The main file is 
in PDF format, consisting of 116 pages an 240 figures.  
There are two identical versions available. If sent as an 
email attachment the price is $50.00. If sent as a CD by 
surface mail the price is $55.00.  Pay by check, cash, or 
money order.  Free on line assistance will be available 
for registered buyers  
E-mail: dmhpah@cox.net 
 
PAUL HEAD 
709 SOUTH ZAMORA PLACE 
TUCSON, AZ 85710 

Marsh Howard 
Manufacturer of the “LL” Lightning Lap™ 
Lapidary solutions for the 21st Century 
www.Lightninglap.com 
http://MagDop.com 
facetor98@yahoo.com 
 (423) 244-1798-cell 

Charles L. Moon:  Moon Stones                    
Lapidary and Faceting equipment.  Business pri-
marily one of “drop shipping”. 
E-Mail: clmoon@pacbell.net                          
TELE: 707-822-6063                                       
Charles L. Moon                                                   
155 Myrtle Court 
Arcata, CA  95521-6511 

Rob Kulakofsky:  Color Wright                   
Faceting accessories at discount prices and select facet-
ing rough. Also slabs, cabbing and carving rough, cabo-
chons, beads and more! 
Visit our new warehouse at the Tucson Show.. 

WEBSITE: http://www.color-wright.com  

E-Mail: rk2@color-wright.com              
TELE: (toll-free) 877-548-1439 

1201 N. Main Ave. 

Tucson, Az 85705 



Please note that advertisements throughout the issue are provided for your information only, and does not 
represent an endorsement by the USFG. 

Any USFG member who is a dealer may have their site listed. Please send your information to Charlie 
Moon.  Include: Name of business; e-mail address, snail mail address, telephone number, and a brief (25 
words or less) description of your business. 

Newsletter Exchanges 
The USFG is currently involved in newsletter and information exchanges with  the following newslet-
ters and their respective publishing Guilds. 

We welcome any information about your Guild activities.  If your Guild is planning seminars, symposi-
ums, competitions, etc., send us the event and contact information for publication. 

If your Guild isn’t listed, and, and you would like to exchange newsletters with the USFG, please con-
tact: Paul Brantner at USFGNews@wildb lue.net 

**If anyone from the Intermountain Guild or the Northern California Guild are interested 
in continuing to be listed, please contact me immediately! -Paul Brantner 

Faceters Guild of Southern  California: Angle’s  

UK  Cutters Guild: Stonechat.  

 Columbia-Willamette  Faceter’s Guild: Facets 

Australian Faceter’s Guild: Facet Talk 

North York Faceting Guild 

Vancouver Island Faceter’s Guild: Meet Points 

North  Puget Sound Faceting Guild: The Crystal 
and Gem News.   

Texas Faceter’s Guild Newsletter: Off the dop 

Midwest Faceters Guild 
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John Kilian:  The Kilian Collection               
“We sell faceted gemstones, gem rough, mineral 
specimens, jewelry and decorator pieces.  The site 
features specimen picture galleries and a picture 
chronology of my faceting activity.” 
WEBSITE: 
http://www.kiliancollection.com                            
E-Mail:  info@kiliancollection.com                    
TELE: 206-963-9065 or  520-229-3209                                                                                             
John Kilian                                                          
11535 N. Monika Leigh Place                           
Oro Valley, AZ  85737 

Glenn Klein, G.G.                                                
Author, Historian, Competition Facetor.  To learn 
about Faceting History, what equipment was used 
and what methods were used through the centuries 
in fashioning diamonds and faceting colored stones, 
check my website to get information for ordering my 
new book: Faceting History: Cutting Diamonds 
& Colored Stones. 
WEBSITE: www.glennklein.com 
 E-Mail: glennklein@yahoo.com          
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Editor’s Note 

 Hey folks, 
 Sorry that the news is late coming out! If it rains, it pours, and this was a very wet 
June. Betwixt a bout of pneumonia, a damaged software setup—somewhere!- that is 
not quite fixed, and awaiting a copyright question that is yet unanswered, this issue 
has been slow in coming and is ‘lighter’ than normal. 
 There is a fair amount of designs in this issue—please let me, and the designers 
when possible know about your experience with them. 
 **Please note that all officers contact information is now hyperlinked within this 
document: If you want to email any USFG officer, place your mouse over the link and 
click! 
 
   Paul Brantner  

Planning an  
Event? 

 

Is your group planning a       
seminar, faceting competition   
or other related activity?  If so, 

be sure to notify the USFG.  

 

Not only can we help publicize 
your event, but there may be 

money available to help cover 
some of the cost involved in such 

an undertaking. 

 

Contact the President for full in-
formation on this  assistance   

program. 

 Welcome  
New Members 

 Gail M Bumala OR 

 Robert Derouen TN 

 Scott M Dye CO 

 Dale Hedgecoke OR 

 Stephen K Hite TX 

 L Bruce Jones ID 

 Ronald Jones Australia 

 Jim Lott BC, Canada 

 John Maine Australia 

 Charles R McCoy TX 

 Eugene R Murns WA 

 Gregory J Ninedorf TX 

 Gerald Roberts SC 

 Dan Williamson CA 

 Ed Mansfield UT 
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Faceting Dark Rough By Glenn Klein  
 I have searched for cut designs that bring color out of dark gem material such as Ruby, Sapphire, and 
Rhodolite Garnet.  Until recently, I had not been successful at faceting these materials so that I valued them.  
For years I have been looking at Ruby’s and Sapphire’s in jewelry stores and at gem shows, yet I would not 
care to own most of those that I saw because the beautiful interior colors were not apparent.  The gem-
stones were just DARK.  Although expensive, they were not worth looking at.   
 I obtained a copy of Robert Strickland’s computer program called “GemCad.”  I had never been interested 
in this software before; however, I taught myself how to finish cut designs on paper.  Then I took some pieces 
of Rock Crystal Quartz and used my GemCad designs to start experimenting with various facets, angles, and 
ideas.  I came up with four designs that are not complicated to cut yet do please me with many flashes of 
light.  But would these designs work well when cutting the dark varieties of minerals?       

 I call my best four designs SPARKO ONE, SPARKO TWO, 
SPARKO THREE, and SPARKO FOUR because that is what I see 
plenty of when examining gemstones cut to these designs…
sparks.  I have included four pictures cut in Rock Crystal.  I 
showed the four stones to fellow members at a Faceters Guild of 
Southern California meeting.  They found it difficult to believe 
that they were really looking at Quartz.  I am not satisfied with 
the pictures I took because they do not show the overall bright-
ness of the gems, but it was the best I could come up with.  The 
fifth picture is of the SPARKO THREE cut in a very dark-red Cubic 
Zirconia.  You can easily see that that gem shows a large amount 
of color.  When the gem is held with a tweezers and viewed near 
a window, the color flashes are almost blinding.  But even when 
sitting on a table in the center of a room, you cannot miss seeing 
a lot of color.  Another plus is that colored light flashes from the 
crown all around the girdle as well as from the table.  The area 
near the girdle usually does not display much light in most other 
designs.  

 

  



 Everyone is free to use my designs, but I would appreci-
ate credit given.  I would like to hear from you as to how your 
material, color, and satisfaction turned out.  Email glennk-
lein@yahoo.com and put as your subject SPARKO so I am sure to 
notice.  The four designs show angles I recommend when using 
Quartz.  The red CZ was cut to angles best for the high Refractive 
Index of 2.160 (P1, 41 degrees and CB, 36 degrees).  Try the cuts.  
You can be sure that you will have a very attractive gemstone 
that will be perfect for mounting as a Pendant, where everyone 
will notice. 
 
The fifth photo for this article are on the color page,  page 15, 
Ed.     
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Faceting Dark Rough Continued 

John Franke:  Facet Shoppe                     
Since 1990 we promote the art of gem cutting by 
offering information, rough and cut gemstones, 
lapidary equipment and supplies for faceters of all 
skill levels, and maintain the Datavue Gem De-
sign Database.  NO e-mail — write or call for free 
price list. 
WEBSITE:  http://www.gemcutter.com  
E-Mail: facet@gemcutter.com                                             
TELE: 360-443-6313                                  
John Franke                                                   
P.O. Box 534                                                  
Burley, WA  98322 

John Wright:  Gems by John                      
Step by step faceting photos & instructions, facet-
ing rough, faceted gemstones, custom & hand-
made jewelry with colored stones. 
WEBSITE:  www.gemsbyjohn.com 
E-Mail:  JohnWright@gemsbyjohn.com    
TELE: 859-539-2407                                         
John Wright                                                           
Gems by John                                                         
4825 Coral Creek Circle                                    

Jerry Newman:  Gemart Services  
Custom gemstone faceting and lapidary service including 
repair/recutting of damaged stones.  Exclusive dealer for 
the Vargas Pol-A-Gem laps for superior scratch-free gem-
stone polishing. 
WEBSITE:  www.gemartservices.com 
E-Mail:  gemartserv@dc.rr.com  
TELE: 760-770-6599                                
Jerry Newman  
36-101 Bob Hope Dr., E5 #105  
 Rancho Mirage, CA  92270 

Jeanne Ridolfi:  Rock Peddler                     
Please visit our website for our complete discount 
catalogue of lapidary equipment and supplies.  We 
sell major brands of faceting machines, laps, saws, 
accessories and rough. 
WEBSITE:  www.rockpeddler.com                            
             www.bestrough.com — see our                       
              new LOW PRICES for synthetics.      
E-Mail:  rp@rockpeddler.com                    
TELE:  800-416-4348                                         
 Toll free in US and Canada,                        
 Monday-Friday, 10:30— 4:30 EST. 
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Sparko One by Glenn Klein 



Sparko Two by Glenn Klein 
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Sparko Three by Glenn Klein 
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Sparko Four by Glenn Klein 
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The Color Page 

Glenn Klein’s Sparko in CZ 

Art Kavan’s Window Spidey, painted and unpainted 

 Folks, this page is NOT FULL!! 

  I would really like to have TWO FULL PAGES of pictures from members.  

  This is your newsletter. Please share! If you need assistance with pictures,  help is available. 
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Cutting the Window Spydey By Art Kavan 

 A friend of mine gave me four tubes of optical quartz. Two were 58 mm in diameter and about six inches 
long and two were 40 mm in diameter and six inches long. 
 I decided to cut the Widow Spydey by Greg Glenn. The diagram is on the USFG web site: http://
www.usfacetersguild.org/gem_designs/greg_glenn/WidowSpydey.pdf . I used one of the 58 mm tubes. If you 
check a Facetron transfer block you can only transfer a stone up to 52 mm unless you modify the block by 
cutting two new V grooves in the center of the block. That will give you maybe a 60 mm stone or you can al-
ways use a drill press for a transfer block for very large stones. Anyway I didn't want to do either so I cut my 
spider at 51 mm. 
 First off you can ruin a brand new 100 grit Dot lap by hogging out these large stones, so you really want 
to use something like a copper lap with 100 bort rolled into it and use water drip. You can't wear this combi-
nation out with water drip and I preformed the stone in less than an hour. 
 Everything worked out great just by following the diagram. I pre-polished the pavilion with 1200 but left 
the body of the spider at 600, then I polished all the 1200 with a Spectra Ultra lap laid over a ceramic. Then I 
came back in with the 600 and meet pointed the body, then cut the legs in with the 600 and then cut the 
hour glass with 1200 and polished it. 
 After transfer I cut three rows of web in instead of two at 40°,35°, and 30° on the protractor. The table 
was the only thing that gave me trouble; it took 4 1/2 hours to polish! A real bummer, but I finally got it to 
my satisfaction after taking it out in the sun three times to make sure I did a good job on it. 
 All in All it was a fun stone to cut. I tried it two ways, red paint and no paint, everyone seems to like it no 
paint so that’s the way I left it. The angle of the camera distorts the length of the spider’s body as it is more 
on the long side verses the cameras capture. 
     Art Kavan 
 The photo’s for this article are on the color page,  page 15, Ed. 

Jim Perkins: North Coast Faceting 
WE ARE A STOCKING VALUE ADDED FACETRON PROFESSIONAL 
DEALER 
FACETRON is preferred by professionals, hobbyists and competition 
cutters for: Price, Value, Accuracy & Support. Visit our studio so we 
can let you try out a FACETRON. "Don't wonder if you're buying the 
right faceting machine know for  
sure". We support those we sell to. Others may purchase support at 
our standard hourly rates. 
Lessons, design and instruction books, Beautiful precious gems. BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY In our studio. 
TEL: 330-725-6070 FAX: 330-725-6218 
INTERNET: www.northcoastfaceting.com 
E-mail: jimperkins@zoominternet.net 
P.O. BOX 1041 
MEDINA,OH 44258 

Jean Marr:  MystiCrystals, Gifts from the Heart of 
the Earth  
 Our searchable website features information about our 
show schedule, gemstone jewelry, faceted gemstones, 
custom faceting, gem trees, gem tree supplies, facet 
rough, and contains articles by Jean on gemology and 
faceting. 
WEBSITE:  www.mysticrystals.com            
E-Mail:  sales@myysticrystals.com 
TELE: 336-595-3870                                        
Jean Marr  
P.O.Box 1815 
Kernersville, NC   12185 



 Let’s start off by explaining the need for a book review. This book has been around for quite a spell, 
since 2001. The problem has been that it’s printed and readily available in Australia, not quite so avail-
able here, due to shipping expense. Not too many people know of this books existence. Keith Wyman got 
a hold of a copy and loaned it to me for a look see. Below is my personal view on the material presented. 
 A forward by Alexandre Wolkonsky starts things off—a very savvy faceter with a fascinating history in 
the art. Alex gives high marks to both the book and the author’s; this can’t be ignored as sound advice! 
 A ‘light’ history of faceting is first up. I found the chapter very interesting. The creativity and clever-
ness shown throughout the centuries in our craft is truly a tribute to what can be accomplished. We so 
often take for granted the tools, mathematics, and science we use regularly. In the book, you will find 
bits of information from Alexandre Wolkonsky, Peit van Zanten, Fred Van Sant, Robert Long and Norman 
Steele, Robert Strickland, and others. The applied science we use today was indeed a long road, traveled 
by excellent artists. Perhaps I should explain my view on “art” and “artist’s”: In any patent, there is a sec-
tion on “previous art” and statements about “those skilled in the art”. You see, from the very beginning, 
those who could create using mathematics and science or apply mechanical, chemical, or physical theory 
to simple material to make something useful or desirable are truly artists. 
 OK, back to the review! 
 I’ll simply list the chapters: 

1. A brief history of faceting. 
2. Setting up a faceting workshop. 
3. Three types of laps. 
4. Preforming and dopping. 
5. Cutting your first stone. 
6. Cutting a step cut. 
7. Cutting a standard round brilliant. 
8. Improving your finish. 
9. Faceting diagrams. 
10. Oval cuts. 
11. Barion cuts. 
12. Rectangle cuts. 
13. Pear and marquis cuts. 
14. Modified and fancy cuts. 
15. Cutting sapphires. 
16. Faceting soft materials. 
17. Gemology for faceters. 
18. Maintaining you faceting machine. 
19. Appendices’: Gemstone data, Angle translation, Index translation. 
 

 All these chapters are good stuff. Directions are very clear and concise. There is some dated material 
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Book Review: 
Gemstone Cutting, A beginners guide to faceting 

 by John Broadfoot and Peter Collins 



about machines and laps, but that should be obvious to anyone into or preparing to get into faceting 
now. The key word there is preparing; I think everyone reading this has read or listened to any and all 
advice out there on what hardware they should try out—conflicting as that advice might be! 
 A ton of questions are answered within the book, often with well done graphics. (I really like that!) 
What is even better: There are in fact graphics of what things are looking like if you’ve produced errors. 
Information about ghost facets, what damaged laps can do, how scratches can be beaten, and what 
causes them, and more. Many great tips are shown; Things like what the cleavage plane in Topaz can 
look like, a wealth of information on Sapphire orientation and cutting (I really liked that chapter!), color 
saturation, orientation, and zoning, tricks to facet  different stones with properties that can cause hate 
and discontent to any of us. There is a section on “visual optic’s”-a fascinating read.  
 I really believe that there is only a very small handful of people out there who will not learn some-
thing within this book. 
 What didn’t I like about this book? Well, I’ve never been fond of spiral bound, and this one is. There 
has got to be a better mouse trap! I’d really like John Broadfoot to consider updating the machine and 
tools area’s of the book. [ I’ll be sending this to him!] The book has not been easily available in the US 
and abroad from Australia in quantity, due to shipping and exchanging currency. It is cost prohibitive to 
order just one book. This last problem has been somewhat reduced! 
 
 The USFG has bulk ordered and has a small number of copies available, already within the US, to 
reduce the cost of this book for USFG members. If there is interest, we are willing to bulk order 
more. The cost to members will be $53, including shipping within the US. Please email Jeff Ford (or 
regular mail) at the address found in the front of the news if you would like to get a copy. 
  
 Paul Brantner 
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Book Review continued 

Jonathan L. Rolfe:  Jon Rolfe, Gearloose 
Online articles illustrate how to build your own 
laps, faceting machines, digital angle readouts for 
existing production machines.  Some examples of 
Jon’s gem cutting appear & information re his 
BATT Lap.  There are links to other gem cutting 
sites and organizations. 
WEBSITE:  http:www.gearloose.com           
E-Mail: USFG@gearloose.com                   
Jonathan L. Rolfe                                                 
P.O. Box 533                                                            
North Easton, MA   02356 

Devon McRorie:  Rock Peddler                     
Visit Prettyrock.com for faceting rough, Gemologi-
cal identification tools, & Tutorials, Ultra-tec 
Faceting Machine, and Lapidary Supplies. Get 
listed in our free Faceters Gallery! 
 WEBSITE:  www.prettyrock.com                            
E-Mail:  service@prettyrock.com                    
TELE:  704-641-9107  
PrettyRock.com  
P.O. Box 38930 
Charlotte, NC 28278                                  
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Design: Composite Hexagon by Alexandre Wolkonsky 



Design: Madras Cut 
As last published in Meet Points, the Vancouver Island Faceting Guild News, June 2008  
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Kunzite Challenge  

 The following article is a reprint from the September 1999 North York Faceting Guild Newsletter with an 
insert from an article in the USFG News, December 1998. These are presented with a challenge from your 
editor! There has been a fair amount of questions and talk about how to facet Kunzite recently. I think there 
are quite a few members out there with a piece or two of the stuff laying around and more than a bit of ap-
prehension about dopping it up. So! Read up and jump in! Pick a design and cut er up. Nobody is a gonna 
grab a loupe n start throwing sticks at ya fer a blemish or micro scratch—-just show us that you can do it and 
mebbe tell us of your tribulations and success. I think everyone reading this is up for learning new tricks—
heck, they had to be or they would not be faceting! 
 Please have fun conquering Kunzite and making a sparkly!  Paul B, Editor 
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Kunzite Challenge continued 
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Kunzite Challenge continued 

 

 

From Dr. John Emmet in the  Dec. 1998 USFG News: 
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Kunzite Challenge continued 
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Kunzite Challenge continued 

 OK folks, The color page awaits an plethora of Kunzite shots! 



 
UNITED STATES FACETERS GUILD 

Application for Membership 
 
Membership to the USFG is open to faceters, or people interested in faceting, everywhere.  Our primary goal is to im-
prove the art and science of faceting through our newsletter and correspondence.  Our secondary goal is to improve com-
petitions and competition rules, both in the US and internationally.  Officers are elected every two years for 2 year terms, 
taking place in even years.  Issues are voted on by mail.  Members will receive our Quarterly Newsletter - usually about 
20 pages each, and the right to participate in the USFG activities.  The By-Laws of the USFG may be reviewed at our 
website. 
http://www.usfacetersguild.org/docs/USFGbylaws.pdf   
 
 
Name ________________________________________________________ Date _________________________  
 
Street Address _________________________________________________ Telephone ____________________  
 
City, State, Zip ________________________________________________ E-mail _______________________  
 
 
I am interested in becoming a faceter ______   I have been faceting for_________ yrs 
 
I have a display case ____ 12 stones ____ 20+ stones ____ Educational _____ Other ______  
 
Competition experience/ Certifications:  Junior_____ Novice _____ Intermediate/PreMaster _____   Master ______  
 
Which machine(s) do you cut with? _________________________________________________________  
 
Do you cut commercially? ____________________________ Are you a dealer?  ______________________  
 
Have you given talks or written articles on faceting? _______________________________________________  
 
Special talents or interests to share? ____________________________________________________________  
 
Membership (all locations) is $18 USD for one (1) year - please remit US funds only. 
Alternately as a convenience members may choose to renew for multiple years at $18 per year. 

Please make checks payable to the “USFG” 
Mail this form with payment to: 

Newsletter Delivery Format? 
Please circle one. 

  
USFG Treasurer 
c/o Jeff Ford 
2410 N 2nd St 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
  

Bulk Rate Mail via USPS 
Note: Bulk mail normally 
takes 2 to 3 weeks 
Bulk mail is NOT for-
warded by the USPS 
  

Electronic Delivery 
via e-mail 
Adobe PDF 
Portable Document Format 

  
E-mail for the Treasurer  treasurer@usfacetersguild.org 
  

  
E-mail for the Editor editor@usfacetersguild.org 

Please feel free to use the back of this form for additional information or special instructions. 
  

Please circle one 
New Membership Renewal Returning Member 

      


